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Presidents Message

Hi all wishing you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy
New VYear.

Although this year, once again, was very disrupted we
managed to successfully get to the end of the year on a
high. Proof of this was our great Christmas (uncheon.
What a happy and fun day, good food (thanks to the RSL)
great music, lots of lovely prizes. Many thanks to Barb
and Lynda for bringing it together at short notice. Thanks
to you all for getting into the spirit of Probus.

Wishing our members, who are not feeling a hundred per
cent, peace, good care and recovery.

Next year will arrive quicker than we think, so hope we
can get off to a good start and it can be a full and busy
year and that we don’t have to cancel anything. Don’t
forget though we will be looking for office bearers so give
it some serious thought and all come back next year with

your hands up, ha, ha.

Never can thank the committee enough for their support,
great effort and enthusiasm in keeping the whole
Monty/Petrie Park Probus club so active.

Happy Christmas, blessings of the season and wishing you
all a very healthy and happy New Year.

President Tricia

January 2022

Tuesday 4 — Coffee Club at Rozzi’s
Wednesday 12 — Committee meeting
Thursday 13 — Walking Group
Wednesday 19 — General meeting

Patti Ashton, Kathy Chandler,
Tammy Farquhar, Christine Hoffman,
Judy Keighran, Gail Mathieson,
Michael Long, John McCully,
John O’Callaghan, Mike Said
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The birth flower for December is the Narcissus
The flower signifies, achievement, good wishes,
character, festivity
and Wealth. The people with Narcissus as their
December birth flower are
believed to have strong determination and can
fight their way out of hard
situations.

Also....
If you are born in December, Turquoise is your
Birthstone.
Turquoise birthstone signifies good fortune,
success, wealth and joy.

If you wear your birthstone Turquoise, it is
supposed to bring these positive
changes in you.

So...we like to wish you

All Happy Birthday...!!

December Birthdays

This publication is solely for the information of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and adjoining
Probus Clubs within the district and not to be used for any other purpose.
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Live Theatre
See Di Fletcher

EFT Payment to Outing Account.
Westpac Bank BSB 033 953

Account No: 579475

MOULIN ROUGE. @ Regent Theatre.

Wednesday 1pm. 27th April. $80.

If you wish to attend this performance a deposit is
due at the November meeting, either using the above
account or on the day. Either way an envelope is
required with your details and receipt no. or by
securing a yellow receipt. The final amount is due in

January.

Unvaccinated people are unable to attend at this

stage.

MOVIES: Hoyts have brought back the $9 movie
sessions which are on for the first two sessions on a
Tuesday and first session on Thursday. Anyone
wishing to organize an outing feel free to do so.

Book Review
By Denise Cronin

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos. —
By Powminic Smith
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I Fascinating novel taking place over three distinct
I time eras. 17th Century Netherlands, 1950’s New
: York City and Sydney 2000.

| The painting “At the Edge of a Wood “painted by
| Sara de Vos. She and her husband were struggling
1 e s artists trying to make ends meet. The
I THE LAST
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painting was passed down through
600 years of the De Groot families.
BE S\?(R)'g The painting was stolen in the 1950’s
: s and a young woman Ellie Shipley,
PommicSmith - who is a restorer of paintings, is
M,xﬂ? commissioned to paint a copy.

More than 40 years later in the year
2000 the painting as well as the forgery arrived at the
Art Museum in Sydney.

Sara and Ellie’s lives unfold across time. | didn’t know
the techniques of art forgery could be so interesting.
A compelling mystery. Great read.

Book Club meets once a month, anyone interested in
joining or starting another group please contact a

committee member.
As you can see from the attached photos everyone who was able to attend the
The health of our members appears to D Xm\z/as lunch enjoyed themselves. Lpots of fun, Izughter and dancing! A great
be improving. Marg has not been able I way to celebrate the end of 2021. Just watch out 2022, as we think this
to contact Jim Enright nor Carol Clifford, N Probus group are ready for a year full of entertainment, eating out, walks and
otherwise, all good reports. more social events!
However, | suspect there may be an E Have a fantastic Xmas and New Year and watch this space for more dineouts!
upsurge in industrial deafness following O | Cheers Lyndaand Barb N . '
the raucous wall of noise at the R.S.L. Th.e winners of the best hat competition. Dot and David Jackson and Denis
on Wednesday. U Brisbane.
. T Connie and Jean were up for a boogie on the dance floor joined by Joy and
Knee and ankle strains may also Roger! And just look at these happy smiling faces!
develop as a result of vigorous dancing. S Thank you to our forever patient partners Pete and Pat for being such great
help.
g7 Probub Christmad funch af Mondy RSL
- & ‘t‘:‘;\,. 5 T we - :

SPEAKERS More details in the January Newsletter. I




The origiv of Father thristmas

whilst laid up on the couch T began +o wonder +he
origins of Sawta Clause, from what T remembered as
a child, so T did some research and +his is what T
found. The nicer version. Hope you enjoy the read.

while the first big revelation all those years ago may
have been franght with disappointment, the true
history of how +he big, jolly man v the red suit came
to be is completely fascinating and filled with the
auirky enchantment we've come +o expect from
Christmas.

Tw the story we're about to tell you, the legend of
Sawta spans multiple continents, assumes many
different identities, gets hijacked by first settlers in
colovial America, takes a +rip throngh the Civil war,
and gets a makeover from a New Mork advertising
firm - thavnks to the best known soft drink in the
world.

Let’s start at the beginning

' TIf you were to ask people where the
legend of Santa Claus begaw, they'd
probably start by telling vou that
the wame “Santa” is merely a
moniker for Saint Nicholas, a man
who existed a long time ago and was
renowned for his geverosity toward
children.

W By all accounts, his story beains v
the fourth c@vﬂ*mm AD 1 what is now modern-day
Turkey. A man named Nicholas became the bishop of a
village called Wyra. He was later canovised, and soon
became one of the most popular saints in Christianity.

That's abount all we know for sure but much of the
folklore surrounding Saint Nick speaks of his kindvess
and geverosity toward children, i a world where those
attitudes weren't easy to find.

Despite being the patron saint of many European
cowntries ncluding Russia, Austria, Belgium, France ond
Germawy, it was in the Netherlands where we first
began to see some semblance of +he Santa Claus we're
familiar with today.

Each year, the much-loved saint was hovoured during
+the Feast of Saint Nicholas (or Sint-Nikolaas), where
parents would leave gifts out for had paid thewm a
Visit during the vight.

Wulike the wodern depictions of Santa, the Dutch
version of Sawt Nick rode on a dovkey and wore a tall
pointy bishop’s hat.

Tv the same way kids today leave out a glass of milk
with some cookies for Santa and his reindeer, Dutch
children would fill their clogs with straw and leave
+hewm out for +he donkey o eat.

when they woke the vext morving, they'd find the
straw gove and their shoes packed with presents.

Sawta’s move +o America

Like mos+ myths, the story of Saint Nicholas evolved
and became embellished over the vears and - given
their fondness for him - it's hardly surprising +o learn
that n 1664, the legend of Saint Nicholas +ravelled
across the Atlantic +o Dutch colony of New
Amsterdam; or as i+'s known today, New York City.

TIn +he 200 vyears that followed, and as a wmeavs of
preserving their cutture and +raditions in the face of
British settlement, a group of Dutch ntellectuals
gathered tonether and called themselves the
"Knickerbockers."

A prominent member of the group was a writer named
Washingrton Trving, who published a book called The
Knickerbocker's History of New York, contaiving
satirical versions of Dutch traditions and stories.

Throughout the book there were several dozen
references 4o a "Sinter Klaas" - an adaptation of "Sint
Nikolaas" - accompanied by details of him flying across
the sky in a wagon avd dropped presents down
chivueys for good little girls and boys.

Washington's wild, endearing description of the saint
very dquickly became known to New Yorkers. The
English settlers enthusiastically adopted the joyful
Duteh celebrations of St. Nicholas' Day, and gradually
began +o combine them with their own traditions of
celebrating Christimas and the vew year.

Whew it comes +o pronunciation, i+'s easy to see how
“Sinter Klaas” conld +rawslate to “Sawta Claus” whew
you apply the accent of an English-speaking New
Vorker.

Santa today There has beew little chavge +o the
popular representation of Sawta Clans since the
1460s. Sure, he may wear board
shorts ow Aussie Christimas cards
but he still rocks a beard. Ow the
side of the Coca-Cola Christimas
trucks w Australia he's still glowing
with his shiny cheeks and +winkly
eves.

" These days Sawta can be emailed
directly and tracked onlive as he flies through the sky.
T+'s likely he and Wrs Claus rum the world's best
supply chain and his elves have Hollywood startus.

But we'll sHll leave the reindeers a carrot on
Christmas eve (Australia), put our shoes out (the
Netherlands) or leave him rice porridge with cinmamon
sugar (Dewmark). Great stories will always have a life
of their oww.




Walking Group I

Date of Walk: Thursday, 13th January, 2022 COM MITFEE
2021-2022

Start Time: 7.00 pm

Walking Distance: Approx 4.5kms

Terrain: The walk is predominately flat
President: Patricia Lovegrove

Meeting Place: Eltham Library car park, Panther Place/Library Place (Melways Mob: 0415 306 354

21 J5).

Commencing at The Eltham Library car park we will walk along Library Place and
onto St Laurence Lane passing behind Cafe 3095 following the path beside the
bus terminal and onto the footpath on the left side of Main Road, passing the Vice President: Tony Haritos
roundabout and crossing over Diamond Street we will then take the left fork on Mob: 0413 628 407

the footpath onto the Diamond Creek Trail following the trail under Wattletree
Road then passing Edendale Community Farm and arriving at the Adventure
Playground (public toilets are available). We will then return the way we came.
unless you wish to stop in the main street of Eltham for an ice-cream from
Augustus Gelato and or a coffee from Third Chapter then continuing our chatting

Email:
patricia.lovegrove @bigpond.com

Email: tony@autozone.com.au

Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone
Mob: 0418 591 624

in Eltham’s town square while we savour our delights. Email: doro1142@live.com
Contacts: Please contact Clyde Cramp on 0416263694 or Peter Brown on Treasurer: Donna Brisbane
0425839065 with your Name and Mobile Number to register for the walk. Mob: 0409 131 927

Cheers Peter and Clyde Email: dunca_brisbane@yahoo.com.au

— e — — — — — — — — — o Newsletter: llse Powell

Mob: 0417 533 671
Our October Walk =
Email: ilsepowell@optusnet.com.au

We had 13 walkers who braved a brisk December day for our last walk for this Theatre: Di Fletcher
year. Some hints of Christmas could be seen on the clothes being worn. The Mob: 0427 317 076
walk along the Yarra River at Warrandyte was peaceful and serene with the - .
sounds of birds and flowing water in the background which made for a relaxing Email: fletcherds@bigpond.com
mood to the walk. A stop at the Stonehouse Cafe for a hot coffee and a chance to .
sit and chat was welcomed by all. after our short respite we headed back the way Dine Outs: Barbara Mammone
we came. Mob: 0418 342 586

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. See you all again Email: bmammone@hotmail.com

In 2022 for Fun, Friendship and Fellowship and of course plenty of walks Lynda Tulloch
Mob: 0409 363 010

Cheers from Peter and Clyde Email: lyndapeter8@gmail.com

Walking Group: Clyde Cramp

Mob: 0416 263 694

Email: crampy07 @optusnet.com.au
Peter Brown

Mob: 0425 839 065

Email: lyndapeter8@gmail.com

Speakers: Yvonne Jewell
Mob: 0421 113 632
Email: yvonnejewell028 @gmail.com

Caravan & Cabin trip: Graham Healey
Mob: 0466 991 950

Email: gkhealeyl@bigpond.com

Ron Bush

Mob: 0447 279 152

Email: rcsmbush@gmail.com

From the Editor Welfare: Marg McCully

( A—‘«w)‘ Wishing all our Probus members a wonderful Christmas and Mob: 0467 686 599
« .P\ _'_m; «% look forward to lots of Fun, Friendship and Fellowship in the Email john.mccully7 @bigpond.com
ChV'S "z,ag New Year. Happy 2022 to everyone. And a big thank you to
Tricia for a job well done first as Vice President and President,
for the last two years, of not much happening other than Zoom meetings.




