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It has been a hard year since I be-
came President of the Club, with 
COVID-19 restrictions setting in, 
most of our meetings and activi-
ties were cancelled which made it 
hard to function normally.  

And I am with mixed feelings as 
this is my last report to the News-
letter. 

My thanks to my wonderful com-
mittee members that kept this 
Club functioning and being in ex-
istence, without them and their 
wonderful motivation and good 
spirits the Club would not func-
tion. We had to rely on Zoom 
meetings to be in touch with eve-
ryone, as it would not be possible 
to keep going and functioning and 
be where we are today.  

A strong and healthy Club.  

I would like to wish Tricia and her 
Committee a much happier and 
easier year together, as I am sure 
the Club is in great and safe hands. 

As always, I like to share the Fun, 
Friendship and 
Fellowship. 

Thank you and 
best wishes to 
all, 

Tony Haritos 

 President 

What’s On 
 

March 2021 

Wed 17th General Meeting 

Wed 24th President’s BBQ 

April 2021 

Tue 6th Coffee Club 10 am 

Thu 8th Walking Group 

Wed 14th Committee 

Wed 21th General Meeting 

Thu 22nd Bucatini Resturant 

November 2021 

Mon 8th-Fri 12th Camping and Cabin 
Trip to Ballarat. 

President’s Message  Our Club 
Sadly, the future of our great Pro-
bus Club is at the crossroads  as we 
have been unable to attract willing 
workers to keep our activities run-
ning.  The current Committee has 
successfully guided our club 
through the COVID pandemic now 
we must move back into full swing.   

We are looking for nominations 
for: 

• Vice President (A male) 

• Treasurer 

• Assistant Treasurer 

• Newsletter Editor 

• Guest Speaker Coordinator 

• Films (but not stage shows) 

• Historian & Webmaster 

The ladies have spoken; and if no 
man nominates for Vice President 
then boys you must stop the bitch-
ing and complaining about the 
girls taking over. 

The Committee also suggested that 
members might like to run one off 
activities, similar to previously co-
ordinated by Dorothy Johnstone 
and Ann Potgieter.  In the past 
these ladies have run the Mel-
bourne Cup Sweep and trips to the 
Trots and Races.  You and your Pro-
bus friends may have a real interest 
in a specific activity, then speak to 
President elect Tricia with your 
idea.  One idea I have had is a day 
at the MCC Members, but am not 
sure how many members we have 
in the Club to make it a possibility.  

March Birthdays 
Pam Boulter OBE  

Pat Cruikshank OBE 

Sue Tucker OBS 

Monica Austin 

Barbara Brown 

Margaret Austin 

Jan Gracie 

Margaret Baird 

Joan Haines 

Hardy Beerman 

Shirley Herrett 

Dennis Brisbane 

Barbara Walsh 

Jean White 
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Ann Potgieter's Corner 
This month's joke was first published in the Sun by 

"Alan Wicking of Bundoora " so with Alan's permis-

sion it is re published in our Newsletter. Get well 

Alan. 

A man is lost in the desert and slowly dying of thirst.  

He finds a drinking well with no water but sees a man 

selling ties. The man asks if he would like to buy a tie, 

but he declines.  Later in the day he locates another 

well which is also dry, but another man is nearby sell-

ing ties and asks if he would like to buy one and once 

again, he declines.  As evening falls 

and on deaths door, the man comes 

across a five-star oasis where he can 

see cold water fountains cascading 

in the foyer and asks the doorman 

to let him inside, "I am sorry sir," 

said the doorman," but I can't let 

you in without a tie". Book Review   Di Fletcher 
 

Schapelle Corby by Kathryn Bonella. 
Kathryn Bonella spent the first two years visiting 
with Schapelle Corby, after she was found with 
4.2kgs of marijuana in her boogie board on entering 
Bali.  She was eventually convicted for twenty years 
for the crime and spent nine years in Kerobokan jail 
before her release. The rest is well known history.  
What she endured and how she remained sane 
throughout those years is due to her easy-going per-
sonality and positive outlook on life.  The book co-
vers being arrested, the trial and her being found 
guilty of drug smuggling.  The journalists and even 
Pastors who visited betrayed her trust.  The way she 
was treated was akin to torture.  I was gob smacked 
at the conditions in the jail.  Her 
family never gave up on her, and 
her Indonesian lawyers were use-
less. After reading the book I feel 
she was innocent.  Only Schapelle 
and whoever may have planted 
the drugs will know the truth. An 
exceptionally good read. 
Di Fletcher.  

COVID SAFE 

As Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club 
meets in the Montmorency-Eltham RSL 
we use their COVID safe plan, but there 
are a few new rules/regulations of which 
you must be aware. 

• We will be entering from the down-
stairs front door and signing in upstairs, both into Probus 
and the RSL (they have keep a check on numbers and 
who has been present, for contact tracing if necessary). 
The RSL are required to know how many people are in 
the building at all times. 

• Please bring correct money, $5.00 per person or $10.00 
per couple.  We want to keep our Meet and Greet Team 
as safe as we can and that includes not handing out 
change. 

• You will be required to wear a mask at all times except if 
eating or drinking, or if you have an exemption 

• Please remember to wash your hands and/or use hand 
sanitiser. 

• We will be having a light lunch; food will be served by 
staff from the bar.  

• Please keep in mind at all times, that due to our age 
(sorry, but it is a fact) we are a high risk group and I for 
one would not know if I have been exposed and the last 
thing I would want is to pass the virus on to another 
member. 

Morning Melodies 

Last Wednesday of the month at 10.30 am 

At Montmorency Eltham RSL Petrie Park 

$15.00 per person, includes morning tea and lunch 

Wed 31st Mar—Col Perkins 

John Denver and Friends 

Wed 28th Apr—Marcia Rae—Doris Day & Friends 

Wed 26th May—Arnie Griffs—The One Man Party. 

Bookings Essential.  See Staff or call 9434 2085 

Welfare 
Unfortunately we have a few not 
so well, and Lola will have a full 
report at the meeting.  In the 
meantime please look after your 
health. 
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Committee 2020-2021 
Executive 

President Tony Haritos 
Ph 9439 7692  Mob 0413 628 408  
tony@autozone.com au 
 

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove 
Ph 0415 306 354 
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com  
 

Past President: Dot Jackson 
Ph: 9306 1525   Mob: 0409 311 525 
dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone 
Ph: 9435 8074  Mob: 0418 591 624 
doro1142@live.com   
 

Acting Treasurer: Mike Said 
Mob: 0417 221 245 
msaid@netspace.net.au 

 

Committees 
Newsletter:  Julie Fechner 
Mobile: 041955 2226 
julie@dingo.id.au 
 

Guest Speakers  Jim Enright 
Mob  0412 426 782  
jclae123@gmail.com 
 

Dine Outs  Barbara Mammone 
Mob 0418 342 586  
bmammone@hotmail.com  
Dine Outs  Nola Gray 
Ph 9435 5768   Mob  0408 997 254  
ianlg@westnet.com.au  
 

Films and Theatre  Vacant 
Film and Theatre Vacant 
 

Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey 
Mob 0466 991 950 
gkhealey1@bigpond.com  
Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush 
Ph 9439 3042  Mob 0447 279 152 
rcsmbush@gmail.com  
 

Trips and Tours  
Vacant 
 

Walks Peter Brown 
Ph 9439 7376  Mob 0425 839 065 
lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Walks Clyde Cramp 
Ph 9434 7720  Mob 0416 263 694 
crampy07@optusnet.com.au  
 

Welfare Lola Williams 
Mob (04) 1936 0597 
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com  

Second Thursday Walking Group 

 Thursday 8th April 
Walk:  Beasley's Nursery to Petty's Orchard 
and return. 

Date of Walk: Thursday, 8th of April, 2021 

Start Time: 09.30 am 

Meeting Place: Beasley's Nursery Car Park,  

195 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 
(Melways 34 F2) 

Commencing at Beasley's Nursery Car Park we will walk along the Mullum Mul-
lum Trail towards Petty's Orchard for 900 meters, crossing The Parkway Rd and 
continuing along the Mullum Mullum Trail we will walk through Tikalara Park 
for 1.3 kms, then taking the left fork onto Main Yarra Trail we continue for an-
other 700 meters, turning left at gateway with sign to Petty's Orchard Cafe, an-
other 400 meters and we are there. coffee and (cake optional), conversation 
mandatory. 

Walking Distance: Approximately 6.6kms. 

The walk is: Predominately flat with an incline along the Main Yarra Trail sec-
tion. 

Contacts: Clyde Cramp on 0416263694 or Peter Brown on 0425839065 

Please contact either of us with your Name and Mobile Contact Number to reg-
ister for the walk. 

Cheers Clyde and Peter 

(This is one of my favourite bike rides, and what better place for a coffee, love 
Petty’s coffee and their great organics.  Ed) 

Walk Report  Thursday 11th March 2021 

A beautiful autumn morning greeted 17 happy walkers as we ambled around 
Wombat Bend Park then into Finns Reserve and onto Ruffy Creek Trail which 
took us to our morning coffee break at Melissa Cakes Cafe Bar where we were 
joined by Julie our intrepid newsletter editor who was out and about exercis-
ing on her push bike.  (Sorry boys, I had been swimming, but still love your 
work, and the coffee and company was great. Ed) 

After coffee and much exercising of our jaw muscles we strolled back to Wom-
bat Bend Park and onto the suspension bridge over the Yarra River hoping for 
a glimpse of the elusive local plat-
ypus, alas, he was nowhere to be 
found.  

 A good time was had by all who 
attended. 

Cheers from Peter and Clyde 

"On behalf of Alan and myself I would like to thank 
everyone for the best wishes, phone calls & meals 
they are very much appreciated"  Kaye Wicking 

 

First Tuesday Coffee Club 

10 am Tuesday 6th April 

Rossi’s Level 1 Greensborough Shopping Centre 

Winners are Grinners 
Congratulations to Barbara Walsh for winning the Door Prize, a $25.00 
voucher donated by the Eltham/Montmorency RSL.    

 

 

 

Probus walking food 
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From the Editors’ Desk 
Thank you for entrusting me with the role of News-
letter Editor.  What a year.  When I took on the job I 
had no idea of what was to come, I thought I would 
just be putting together some advertisements for 
Dine Outs, Shows, train times, and a message from 
the President.  Suddenly there was nothing as we 
were all locked up and I had to produce a newsletter 
with no news. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all who have as-
sisted me during my time as Editor.  From Dot Jack-
son who showed me the way in my early days mak-
ing sure I had made no gross mistakes by proofread-
ing my early efforts, thank you Dot.  And to Tony who 
managed our club through the dark days of the 
COVID lockdown.  Sadly, some Probus Clubs virtually 
shut down for the duration of 2020.  Thank you Tony 
and Trisha for keeping our Club ticking over a great 
effort. 

Special thanks to my special correspondents during 
lockdown.  Without you there would have been no 
newsletter; John McCully and his Movie Madness, 
Ann Potgieter and her Corner and Di Fletcher’s Book 
Review.  I must confess that as soon as I received the 
Movie Madness I would spend the next 30 minutes 
or so trying to work out the answer with the aid of 
Mr Google. What a time waster!  Special mention to 
Clyde and Peter who were ready to walk as soon as 
restrictions allowed and then always prompt with 
entries and reports.  Thanks boys!  And finally, to 
Barb Mammone for getting dine-outs organized.  
That was a great lunch at Fondata last Friday.  Thanks 
Barb. 

And now I drift off into the future for a life free of 
newsletter deadlines. 

Julie 

Footy Tipping 
Don’t forget to get your entry in for 
Footy Tipping.  $10.00 for the whole 
season.  First game for season 2021 
starts at 7.25 pm on Thur 18 March.  
Richmond vs. Carlton.  See Julie.  Go Pies.      

FINAL PAYMENT IN MARCH 

Thursday 22 April at 6 pm 
BUCATINI RESTURANT    $40.00 pp 
(former owner of Sammy’s  restaurant in Temple-
stowe) 
454 Whitehorse Rd Mitcham 
A delicious 2 course dinner in private function room.  En-
tree and main or main and desert options.  There are sev-
en entrees, more than ten mains and five deserts to 
choose from.  Glass of wine or soft drink included!   Menu 
option details will be available at Wednesday’s meeting. 

This restaurant is an easy 20 mins drive from Eltham with 
plenty of parking at rear. 

Bookings and/or payment at March and April 

meetings. 

Dine Outs 

Wednesday 24th March at 12 noon 
PRESIDENT’S BYO PICNIC BBQ  

at Petrie Park. 

St Patrick’s Day theme. 
There are four electric BBQ’s and several tables available. 
Hope to see you there for lots of fun, games and laugh-
ter. 
Come and celebrate the end of 2020 and COVID-19 and 
welcome 2021 and our new President Tri-
cia.  Please bring all your own food and 
drinks for the BBQ.  Cricket and Bocce and 
any other game you can bring to enjoy. 

Guest Speaker 

There will be no guest speaker this month due to 
the Annual General Meeting, and in April we will 
be having an ANZAC Service.  Thank you Jim for a 
great job finding interesting guest speakers for the 
past two years.  Enjoy your retirement.  (Julie Ed) 

From the Treasurers’ Counting Table 

Can members PLEASE bring the correct money to 
pay at Meet and Greet ($5.00) and pay for all other 
events with notes.  Counting money and making 
sure everything balances is very time consuming and 
we must all work together to make our Treasurers’ 
life easy.  Counting one $5 note is one movement, 
counting 20 five cents pieces takes 20 times longer.   


