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President’s Message

Hello everyone, | have to say | am
happy as our first General Meeting
after 9 months of waiting on January
20" was a success with 65 members
in attendance. | must thank the RSL
manager Michael and his staff for
setting up the seating to COVID safe
rules and for serving our lunch. And
of course, thank you to all the mem-
bers for abiding with the COVID safe
rules. Our first live speaker Bronwyn
Woods, the Beekeeper, was excep-
tionally good, thanks to Jim and Tri-
cia. This month’s speaker should just
as interesting. Glen Ferrarotto is a
decorated returned soldier from Af-
ghanistan and has a remarkably in-
teresting story to tell.

Patti Ashton sent her sincere thanks
to Mike Said for stepping in and
helping her out with the treasurer’s
task, Thanks Mike.

The sad news was the passing of two
of our members Margie Reeves on
the 14 January aged 85, may she rest
in peace. And our Foundation Mem-
ber Bill Mckenna at the age of 82
who passed away on Friday 5™ Feb-

ruary. Bill was President of the
Montmorency RSL club for many
years, may he rest in peace. My sin-
cere condolences to both families.

We are still looking for volunteers
for the committee positions, as with-
out members helping, we cannot
survive, so please think hard and put
your hand up as there’s nothing to
be afraid of.

Positions Vacant are, Vice President,
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer,
Newsletter Editor, Guest Speaker
Coordinator, Films and Theatre (for
one to assist Di Fletcher), Meet and
Greet (for one). So, please, put your
hand up as we are all in it for the
Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.

As always, be
cheerful and see
you at the Gen-
eral Meeting.

Thank you and
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best wishes to all a'ay
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Tony Haritos

President

February Birthdays

Marg Cam
Ron Bush
Elaine Holmes
Yvonne Jewell
Barbara Lewis
Win Watson
Alan Wicking

Rosemary Lanigan

Stop Press Date of General Meeting Changed

Due to Stage 4 COVID restrictions our General Meeting on Wednesday
17th February has been rescheduled to Friday 19th February. (Big

thanks to Michael and all at Monty

RSL).

Should the Premier continue the Lockdown on Wednesday the 19th we
will have to either reschedule again, or cancel. If this happens your
good Newsletter Editor will send out an email, but in the meanwhile
please keep a check on the news. A member of the committee will
contact all members without emails with current updates.

What’s On

February 2021

Fri 19th General Meeting

Thu 25th Pizza Night

March 2021

Tue 5th Coffee Club Rossi’s 10 am
Wed 10th Committee Meeting
Thu 11th Walking group

Fri 12th Fondata

Wed 17th General Meeting
Wed 24th President’s BBQ
November 2021

Mon 8th-Fri 12th Camping and
Cabin Trip to Ballarat.

This publication is solely for the information of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and adjoining Probus Clubs
within the district and not to be used for any other purpose
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COVID SAFE

As Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club
meets in the Montmorency-Eltham RSL
we use their COVID safe plan, but there
are a few new rules/regulations of which
you must be aware.

e
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e We will be entering from the down-
stairs front door and signing in upstairs, both into Probus
and the RSL (they have keep a check on numbers and
who has been present, for contact tracing if necessary).
The RSL are required to know how many people are in
the building at all times.

e Please bring correct money, $5.00 per person or $10.00
per couple. We want to keep our Meet and Greet Team
as safe as we can and that includes not handing out
change.

e You will be required to wear a mask at all times except if
eating or drinking, or if you have an exemption

e Please remember to wash your hands and/or use hand
sanitiser.

o We will be having a light lunch; food will be served by
staff from the bar.

e Please keep in mind at all times, that due to our age
(sorry, but it is a fact) we are a high risk group and | for
one would not know if | have been exposed and the last
thing | would want is to pass the virus on to another
member.

Welfare
Graham Healey was in hospital for about 10 days and
is now home.
Alan Wicking is in Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital
and has started rehab. Which is a positive step.
Connie Carter rang me; she is home after shoulder
surgery. She would like to thank the club for the card
we sent her.
Patti Ashton is in Donvale, and is waiting on test re-
sults so then she will know what will be happening
down the track. She gets very tired with her treat-
ment so she apologies if she does not return your
call.
Tom and | are holidaying at Mallacoota for the month
of February. | do not mean
to boast but | catch the most. N

o
(fish that is). But at this stage ﬁ P
the fishing and weather not ,_\:‘/ A4
too good. See you allin - * .
o

March. Cheers, Lola.

Book Review Di Fletcher

The Dressmaker of Dachau by Mary Chamberlain.

Ada Vaughan, (the story’s main character) lives in Lon-
don, in Dover Street, and is a seamstress with an amaz-
ing talent for creating unique fashion, by reading the
exact piece of material required to create an individual
garment. The story begins in 1939, and although ad-
vised not to travel to Europe, as war is about to break
out, she leaves with her lover Stanislaus, who abandons
and betrays her. She becomes pregnant and destitute
and is eventually rescued and housed by nuns where
she is disguised as one of them. Eventu-
ally she becomes a prisoner in Dachau,
where she survives by producing beauti-
ful couture for Nazi wives. Ada is a
flawed, narcissistic person, who is excel-
lent at charming others. Her experiences
in Dachau are heart wrenching, but even
more sadness awaits her when she re-
turns to London and her family.

MARY CHAMBERIAIN

Last month’s book review was The Dry and | read it and
loved it, highly recommended, but being a farmer’s
daughter | found a big editorial mistake. There is a
bottle of Dry Red Dingo Piss for the first person to con-
tact me with the details. Ed.

Ann Potgieter's Corner
A child asks his Father "How were people born?" so his
Father said "Adam and Eve made babies, their babies
became adults and so on. Then the
child asks his Mother the same
guestion and she said," We were
monkeys then we evolved into
what we are now." The child runs
back to his Father and said you lied
to me. His Father replied, "No your
Mother is talking about her side of
the family.

Morning Melodies
Last Wednesday of the month at 10.30 am
At Montmorency Eltham RSL Petrie Park

$15.00 per person, includes morning tea and lunch

Wed
24th Feb—Glen Star—The Hit Parade

Wed 31st Mar—Col Perkins
John Denver and Friends
Wed 28th Apr—Marcia Rae—Doris Day & Friends
Wed 26th May—Arnie Griffs—The One Man Party.
Bookings Essential. See Staff or call 9434 2085
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Committee 2020-2021

Executive
President Tony Haritos
Ph 9439 7692 Mob 0413 628 408
tony@autozone.com au

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove
Ph 0415 306 354
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com

Past President: Dot Jackson
Ph: 9306 1525 Mob: 0409 311 525
dottyjackson@hotmail.com

Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone
Ph: 9435 8074 Mob: 0418 591 624
doroll42@live.com

Acting Treasurer: Mike Said
Mob: 0417 221 245
msaid @netspace.net.au

Committees
Newsletter: Julie Fechner
Mobile: 041955 2226
julie@dingo.id.au

Guest Speakers Jim Enright
Mob 0412 426 782
jclae123@gmail.com

Dine Outs Barbara Mammone
Mob 0418 342 586
bmammone@hotmail.com

Dine Outs Nola Gray

Ph 94355768 Mob 0408 997 254
ianlg@westnet.com.au

Films and Theatre Vacant
Film and Theatre Vacant

Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey
Mob 0466 991 950
gkhealeyl@bigpond.com

Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush

Ph 9439 3042 Mob 0447 279 152
rcsmbush@gmail.com

Trips and Tours
Vacant

Walks Peter Brown
Ph 9439 7376 Mob 0425 839 065
lyndapeter8 @gmail.com

Walks Clyde Cramp
Ph 9434 7720 Mob 0416 263 694
crampyO7@optusnet.com.au

Welfare Lola Williams
Mob (04) 1936 0597
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com

Second Thursday Walking Group

Thursdayl1th March

Walk: Wombat Bend Park and Finns Reserve
walking trails

Date of Walk: Thursday, 11th March, 2021

Start Time: 09.30am

Meeting Place: Wombat Bend Park Car Park,
Finns Reserve, Duncan Street, Templestowe
Lower (Melways 33 B4)

Commencing at the Wombat Bend Park Car Park
we will traverse the walking track then cross over
a small wooden bridge onto the Ruffy Creek Trail
for a short walk to Melissa's Cafe to partake in a
coffee and some fine conversation "ie" gossip. We will return along the
Ruffy Creek Trail to Wombat Bend Park traversing back around the walk-
ing track in the reverse direction to our start point.

Walking Distance: Approximately 5 to 5.4 kms.

The walk is predominately flat.

Please contact either of us with your Name and Mobile Contact Number to reg-
ister for the walk. Cheers Clyde and Peter.

Contacts: Clyde Cramp on 0416263694 or Peter

Brown on 0425839065

Clyde & Peter

"That's what I call a workouf! One hour‘ of
walking and 2 hours of running our mouths.”

Walk Report Thursday 11th February 2021

A rather warm and sunny morning greeted 20 enthusiastic Probians as we set
forth from the Lower Plenty Hotel car park on an adventurous February walk
along the Lower Plenty Trail in search of the elusive Montmorency Park Oval.

The trail provided plenty of shade and a wel-
coming cool breeze swept the sweat from our \
brows as we all pressed on to the goal of find-
ing Montmorency Park Oval. It was up a small
rise and into a clearing and low and behold,
there it was, like finding Machu Picchu in the
mist high up in Peru, the Oval was laid out
before us.

After celebrating our achievement and feeling
a little wearier for our efforts we turned
around and headed back to civilisation for a
well earned coffee and much chatting.

A good time was had by all who attended.

Cheers from Peter and Clyde

Winners are Grinners
Congratulations to Denise Cronin for winning the Door Prize, a $25.00 vouch-
er donated by the Eltham/Montmorency RSL.

First Tuesday Coffee Club
10 am Tuesday 5th February
Rossi’s Level 1 Greensborough Shopping Centre

C ‘?ﬁ
}
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Dine Outs How good is this?

Thursday 25th February 6.30 pm

PIZZA NIGHT at Golden Hills Brewery,

25 Station St, Diamond Creek (opposite train
station) Gourmet Pizzas n Y
Margarita, potato, meatball and salami. Gluten &
free available by request, please advise Barb.

Drinks, can be purchased individually. Great selection of craft beers and
wines.

Final payment at February meeting.

$25 pp for unlimited pizza.

Friday 12th March 12 noon to 3 pm
FONDATA lunch,

150 Eltham Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground
(previously Wellers) Fully Licensed.

Two course meal — entrée/main, details of menu at
next meeting Tea and coffee is NO LONGER included.
Bookings and final payments February meeting.
$45.00 per person.

NOTE: Unfortunately the restaurant is unable to provide us with the
original $40 pp lunch. For those members who have already paid,
please either bring along the additional $5 pp or we can refund your
money if you would prefer.

President

Wednesday 24th March at 12 noon
PRESIDENT’S BYO PICNIC BBQ

at Petrie Park.

St Patrick’s Day theme.

There are four electric BBQ's and several tables available.
Hope to see you there for lots of fun, games and laughter.

John McCully’s Movie Quiz

More Movie Madness
Sorry, no Movie Madness this month
as we start to get back to normal and
have other copy for the Newsletter
such as the Dine Outs. And these girls
are doing a great job. But we do have
results from last month.

Last months quiz was correctly an-
swered by D Brisbane, D Fletcher, J
Fechner, R Potgeiter and D Johnstone.
And the answer was Lesley Howard
who played the Scarlet Pimpernel in
the 1934 film.

Footy Tipping

Don’t forget to get your entry in for
Footy Tipping. $10.00 for the whole
season. See Julie. Go Pies.

FINAL PAYMENT IN MARCH

footy
tips

Margaret Reeves
Club member Margaret “Margie” Reeves passed away on 14" Jan-
uary 2021 aged 85 years. She will be sadly missed. A small group
of Probus members attended a service to celebrate her life.

Margaret loved travel, whether joining Probus trips, or travelling
the world to meet daughter Jackie. Her adventures took her to
South Africa, Paris, the Czech Republic and even Christmas Island.

Margaret loved nature, birds and animals, and the outdoors. She
spent many happy hours bushwalking and gardening.

Her daughters described her as sweet and generous, and quiet and
strong. One beautiful story told at the ser-
vice related to going to the same party as
daughter Denise, and both wearing the
same outfit!

Her music tastes included Jo Cocker and
Paul Kelly, and her football tastes were im-
peccable, a lifetime Collingwood supporter.
| wonder what she would say about the
current issues at the Club.

Guest Speaker
From Jim Enright:

| have organized Glen Ferrarotto as
our Guest Speaker this month. Glen
is a decorated returned soldier from
Afghanistan and has a very inter-
esting story to tell of his time there.
| have seen his presentation before
and I'm sure our members will enjoy
it. (And luckily Glen is able to
attend our delayed meeting on Fri-
day 19th February.

Cancelled Outing Events 2020

Refund cheques will be available at
the February General Meeting for
Silvie Paladino and En Ponte events
that were cancelled last year and for
Fondata for the 3 members who
now cannot attend this event. Could
you please collect them from Mike
at the meeting.

Mike Said Acting Treasurer

(The treasurer is giving away money.
Please take advantage. Ed.)
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Obituary Bill McKenna

Our Club was sad-

the passing of our

Foundation Member
William George “Bill”
McKenna who passed
away on 5" February

ebrated at a service
on Friday 12" Febru-
ary.

Bill’s early years were
spent in Footscray.

He left school after Intermediate and started work as

an apprentice. After night school and many promo-

tions, he ended his working days as a National Occu-

pational Health and Safety Manager.

He apparently failed to turn up for his first date with
Sue (his old Volkswagen broke down), and when he
proposed he gave her some money and told her to
go with a girlfriend and buy a ring.

Bill’s children (Shane and Sharyn) and grandchildren
shared many wonderful memories. As a youngster
Bill was tasked with being lookout for a two-up
game, and he told the players that someone was
coming and as they left the scene, he took all the
money. Other wonderful stories included reference
to his ability with technology, addiction to movie
streaming sites, he had them all, summers at Point

Leo, fishing at the surf beach, trying to catch the elu-
sive gummy shark, and then when eventually caught

the cooking was so bad it could not be eaten. There
were many stories about cooking.

Bill was called up for National Service in 1958 and
served with RAEME.

Bill spent a lifetime serving his community. Together

with John Lewis (then Eltham Rotary President), and
George McMurtry (Foundation President), he was

instrumental in forming our Probus Club and arrang-

ing for us to meet in the RSL club rooms. He was
President of the Eltham/Montmorency RSL for nine-

teen years, during which time he was responsible for

overseeing many of the upgrades, including recently
completed renovations, the upgrade of the Eltham

cenotaph and including school children in the ANZAC
Day Service. Who will ever forget that beautiful ren-

dition of, “I was only Nineteen” at the service? The
Sub-Branch would not exist today without the hard
work of Bill.

dened by the news of

2021. His life was cel-

our Boards. He was a Life Member of the Eltham/
Montmorency RSL and the Victorian Branch. In
2018 he was presented with a Meritorious Medal
for services to the ex-service community. He was
also an active member of the Montmorency Foot-
ball Club, the Diamond Valley Football League
(Tribunal Member) and the local Cricket Associa-
tion as an umpire (life member). He played in the
Yarraville FC premiership team in 1961. The flag
was displayed at the funeral service.

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old;

Age shall not weary them, nor the years con-
demn.

At the going down of the sun
and in the morning

We will remember them."

For those who missed the
service it can be viewed at
https://bit.ly/3rvhpSn 1do
not know how long this will
be available for.

T

His record can be seen on the Club Hon-

Letter to the Editor

Dear everyone from the Probus group

Thank you so much for all the lovely cards | got
from all of you, it made me feel happy to know
that | have so many people outside of my immedi-
ate friend and family groups that care for me and
are willing me through every little step of my jour-
ney. | am doing great right now and starting to re-
ally build my strength back up to normal again.
This journey, in ways has made me a better per-
son. For one | feel like I'm more accepting of oth-
ers and | don’t take things for granted. It has made
me more inspired and more determined to do my
best at anything | do, | feel like | can do absolutely
anything if | put my » "
mind to it. It was a long
and terrible journey but
people like you all have
made it so much easier
for me and my family.

Thank you so so much,

Gus Kossatz, 14 (Mike
and Marie Said’s Grand-
son)
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