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Hello everyone.  The month of August was exciting as we 
had our first Zoom General Meeting on Tuesday August 
25th at 11.00 for 1-1½ hours. As a few members had diffi-
culties joining we managed to make our quorum of 31 
members by 11.25 when I welcomed everyone present. 

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove reported that John Scott is 
now officially a member of the club and his induction will 
take place when restrictions allow a normal general 
meeting. 

There were three birthdays for the month of August – 
Maureen Jenkins, Maisie Shepherd and Terry Stillman. Hap-
py Birthday to you.!! 

Thanks to Julie for an excellent August Newsletter. 

I will not spoil the rest of the meetings news as you can all 
read it from the attached minutes which will be distributed 
with the Newsletter. 

We agreed to hold another Zoom General Meeting in Sep-
tember, on Wednesday the 16th at 11.00am, and I hope to 
see a lot more making an effort to join us, that would quite 
awesome. 

And finally, a big thank you to Tricia for 
arranging the meeting. 

Meanwhile, be cheerful and hopefully we 
will be able to share together what we all 
know best.  Fun, Friendship and Fellowship. 

Again, stay calm, and be safe, and healthy. 

Tony Haritos  President 

 
 

September 

Wed 16th General Meeting ZOOM ID 529 266 4942 

October 

Tue 6th Coffee Club ZOOM ID 882 358 83809 

Wed 14th Committee Meeting 

November 

Thu 12th Walking group.  (Details p3) 

November 2021 

Mon 8th-Fri 12th Camping and Cabin Trip to Ballarat. 

President’s Message 

What’s On 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ring a friend if you cannot identify the happy couple. 
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Ann Potgieter's Corner 
As the coffin is being lowered into the 
ground at a parking officer's funeral, a 
voice from inside screams, "I am not 
dead, I am not dead Let me out" The 
vicar smiles, leans forward and 
mutters, “Too late I've already done 
the paperwork"  

Book Review   Di Fletcher 
"Follow The River" by James Alexander Thom.  

This novel is based on the true ordeal of Mary Ingles, 
and is set in 1755, Virginia, U.S.A. It begins with Mary's 
peaceful , small , Virginian Settlement being invaded by 
Shawnee Indians. It covers the massacre of her mother, 
baby nephew and several friends. Mary, her two sons , 
sister in law and friend Henry are all captured  and tak-
en on an 800 mile , horrific , trip along the Ohio River 
to a Shawnee  reservation which has never been seen 
by White people before. Along the way Mary gives 
birth to a daughter. Her husband and brother, who 
were out hunting and unaware of the invasion , begin a 
trek to free their families.  

Mary and family, live with the Shawnee  for three 
months, but along with an older Dutch woman she es-
capes leaving her family behind. They trek 1000 miles 
home along the river and its tributaries. Their ordeal is 
both captivating and horrifying,  with the older woman 
so hungry , she wants to cannibalise Mary. 

The story was relayed orally by Mary, but over the 
years her ancestors put it into written language.  

James has done an amazing job of relaying it in his own 
style . His descriptions of the landscape are beautiful, 
and you feel like you are there 
with them.  

Included in the book is a map of 
the Ohio River they trekked. 

I thoroughly  loved the book, but 
it is not for the feint hearted . 

If you wish to read more about 
Mary's ordeal, you are able to 
Google her story.  

Highly recommended . 

Di Fletcher.  

 

 

 

 

 

Marg Campbell  24/9 

Julie Fechner 24/9 

Rob Arnel  2/9 

Julie Martin  4/9   

Ann Potgieter  20/9 

Ron Pogieter 8/9 

Joan Robertson  2/9  

Lesley Smith 26/9  

Virgo is an earth sign, historically represented by the god-
dess of wheat and agriculture, an association that speaks 
to Virgo's deep-rooted presence in the material world. 
Virgos are logical, practical, and systematic in their ap-
proach to life. 

Virgo is the sixth sign of the astrological year and is 
known by its astrological symbol, the Virgin. Virgos are 
intelligent, patient, and humble. With Mercury as the 
ruling planet, people born under this sign are quick-
thinking, observant, and analytical.  Virgos are always 
paying attention to the smallest details and their deep 
sense of humanity makes them one of the most careful 
signs of the zodiac. Their methodical approach to life en-
sures that nothing is left to chance, and although they are 
often tender, their heart might be closed for the outer 
world. This is a sign often misunderstood, not because 
they lack the ability to express, but because they won’t 
accept their feelings as valid, true, or even relevant when 
opposed to reason. The symbolism be-
hind the name speaks well of their nature, 
born with a feeling they are experiencing 
everything for the first time. 

Traits 

Strengths: Loyal, analytical, kind, hard-
working, practical 

Weaknesses: Shyness, worry, overly criti-
cal of self and others, all work and no 
play 

Virgo likes: Animals, healthy food, books, 
nature, cleanliness 

Virgo dislikes: Rudeness, asking for 
help, taking centre stage.  

Flower: Pansy 

Birthstone: Peridot 

From David Jackson 

What is the next letter in this series? 

O T T F F S S ? 

No answers in the newsletter.  This is not easy, 

and many will have to phone a friend, and that is a 

good thing in Lockdown  Ed. 

https://science.howstuffworks.com/46004-mercury-explained.htm
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Committee 2020-2021 
Executive 

President Tony Haritos 
Ph 9439 7692  Mob 0413 628 408  
tony@autozone.com au 
 

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove 
Ph 0415 306 354 
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com  
 

Past President: Dot Jackson 
Ph: 9306 1525   Mob: 0409 311 525 
dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone 
Ph: 9435 8074  Mob: 0418 591 624 
doro1142@live.com   
 

Treasurer: Patti Ashton 
Mob: 0418 335 481 
Pattiash@hotmail.com  

 

Committees 
Newsletter:  Julie Fechner 
Mobile: 041955 2226 
julie@dingo.id.au 
 

Guest Speakers  Jim Enright 
Mob  0412 426 782  
jclae123@gmail.com 
 

Dine Outs  Barbara Mammone 
Mob 0418 342 586  
bmammone@hotmail.com  
Dine Outs  Nola Gray 
Ph 9435 5768   Mob  0408 997 254  
ianlg@westnet.com.au  
 

Films and Theatre  Vacant 
Film and Theatre Vacant 
 

Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey 
Mob 0466 991 950 
gkhealey1@bigpond.com  
Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush 
Ph 9439 3042  Mob 0447 279 152 
rcsmbush@gmail.com  
 

Trips and Tours  
Vacant 
 

Walks Peter Brown 
Ph 9439 7376  Mob 0425 839 065 
lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Walks Clyde Cramp 
Ph 9434 7720  Mob 0416 263 694 
crampy07@optusnet.com.au  
 

Welfare Lola Williams 
Mob (04) 1936 0597 
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com  

Second Thursday Walking Group 
Hi there to all MPP Probus members and especially the walkers. Peter and I 
hope you are all well and eager to get walking again. 
It has been a while since we were able to get together for a leisurely walk, chat 
and of course coffee. 
With the coming out of lockdown restrictions easing, it appears we may be able 
to commence our walks again in November, if the numbers are below five new 
cases per day.  We will keep the walks close to our area and to where there are 
places to purchase a coffee and have an area for us to sit and chat;  so this is the 
plan. 
Walk:  Lower Eltham Park to Eltham and return 
Date of Walk:  Thursday 12th of November 2020 
Start Time: 0930 
Meeting Place: Lower Eltham Park car park near the 
miniature railway (Melways 21 H10) 
Commencing at Lower Eltham Park car park this walk 
goes towards Eltham and under Main Road then 
through Barak Bushlands in Wingrove Park and onto 
Alistair Knox Park West then into Eltham where we 
will stop for a coffee break and a chat. We will then 
return the way we came. 
Walking Distance:    Approx 5.2kms 
Contacts Clyde Cramp on 0416263694 or Peter Brown on 0425839065 
Please contact me with your name and contact number to register for the walk. 
Cheers Clyde Cramp    

C
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A mind bender from Yvonne Jewell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you cannot work out the answers, phone a friend.  I may include the 
answers next month.  Sorry about the quality, I tried everything.  Ed. 

Jaryd Clifford 
Many of the members will remember Jaryd Clifford 
who was a guest speaker last year.  Half listening to 
ABC 774 in the last week I heard him being inter-
viewed on Breakfast Radio after his selection for the 
Australian Paralympic Team for Tokyo next year.  On 
doing a Google search to confirm his selection, I also 
found that he had won his 1500 metre class in a new 
world record at the World Para Athletics Champion-
ships in Dubai in 2019.  I am sure we will all be cheer-
ing him on next year.  Go Jaryd.  Ed. 

mailto:tony@autozone.com
mailto:dottyjackson@hotmail.com
mailto:bmammone@hotmail.com
mailto:ianlg@westnet.com.au
mailto:lyndapeter8@gmail.com
mailto:crampy07@optusnet.com.au
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John McCully’s Movie Quiz 

More Movie Madness 

Last month’s question was correctly answered by 
the following members: 
• 1st. Place:  D. Johnstone, a Scottish-born, Rich-

mond-supporting lady of great note. 
• 2nd. Place:  J & J. O’Callaghan, one a fine lady, the 

other an Irish-born, Collingwood-supporting gent 
of perhaps lesser note. 

• 3rd. Place:  The Flying Dutchman and wife, R & A 
Potgieter. 

• Also Ran:  D. Brisbane, well-known Montmorency 
train-spotter. 

Thank you for participating. 
The answer is that the films all shared one compos-
er, viz., Ennio Morricone.   
 
Now, to this month’s little puzzle. 
Two great actors, named Peter, both English born, 
but one became an Australian.  To my knowledge, 
they only once together shared the screen.  The Aus-
sie won an Oscar later in his career.  The other, alt-
hough often nominated, only ever received an Hon-
orary Oscar Award. 
Please tell me who they 
are and in what movie did 
they appear together.  
Here’s a hint (Scotland). 
Again, 97179053 will find 
me, if you think you know 
the answers. 
Bueno Fortuna   
Giovanni 

Coffee Club 
Another great get together on ZOOM Coffee Club 

on Tuesday 1st September.  Great to see Joan 

Haines using this technology, and a big thank you 

to her granddaughter Sheridan for getting her set 

up.  But who says it is only the ‘oldies’ that get the 

little things wrong?  Sheridan has two grandmoth-

ers, both named Joan and she logged our Joan 

Haines in as Joan King.  But seriously, Joan it was 

wonderful to see you embracing this technology. 

David Jackson described his vegetable garden, and 

it certainly sounded great, but alas Dot thought it 

would never make ‘Gardening Australia’.  I think 

that is maybe a little harsh as it is much better than 

I could ever do. 

Great to see Connie Carter again, and what lovely 

family photos and piano in the background.  Seems 

she has a few grandchildren who are talented mu-

sicians. 

Our next ZOOM Coffee Club will be held on Tues-

day 6th October at 11 am.  Meeting ID 882 3588 

3809.  And for those members without a computer 

you can still join and 

say GDay on either 

your landline or your 

mobile telephone.  

Dial 7018 2055 and 

when prompted use 

your telephone key-

pad to key in the fol-

lowing numbers 882 

3588 3809. 

ZOOM General Meeting  
Wednesday 16th September at 11 am 

Following success of our first General Meeting via 
ZOOM your committee have decided to conduct an-
other ZOOM meeting in September.   
For members with internet, Tricia will be sending out 
details closer to the date, but for those without in-
ternet you can still join in using either a mobile 
phone or landline.  Dial 7018 2055 and when 
prompted use your telephone keypad to key in the 
following number 529 266 4942, and then when 
prompted the passcode 452448.  As Tricia uses a 
waiting room, please be patient after keying in all 
the numbers as it may take her a couple of minutes 
to let you into the meeting.  If you need any help 
please give me (Julie) a call on 0419 55 2226 and I 
will help you get access. 

Welfare 

Spoke to Maureen Jenkins, she has had a bit of a 
setback, we wish her all the best. 

Ken Stackpoole has been in hospital, he is home 
now and doing well. 

Not mentioning any names but I believe a Probus 
member broke her little toe while dancing to the 

YMCA in her loungeroom.  
As I am not mentioning her 
name Jim her husband said 
she looked very White after 
it happened. 

Hope everyone is coping 
well, please keep safe. 

Lola. 
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Conversations 
This month I only managed one chat, with Maurie 

Abbott.  Started off on the same old same old, ‘a 

hive of activity, walking, going to the Supermarket, 

reading, sorting out photos etc’.  In other words, 

life is boring in lockdown.  Then bike riding was 

mentioned and Maurie lit up.  He has five bikes and 

I promised I would not mention how much his best 

bike was worth, but I bet it is very nice!  And he as-

sured me he built it himself so saved a lot of mon-

ey.  I never told him that the day before I called him 

I spent $250 on a pair of glasses for the bike.  We 

discovered that we have both completed Around 

the Bay in a Day three times, but not recently, 

when we were younger.  Maurie likes to ride the 

Rail Trails, and was able to tell me where the best 

ones are and where the new ones are.  I was super 

impressed with his knowledge of bike tracks in the 

local vicinity.  And he is secretary of the Banyule 

Bicycle Users Group Inc.  Well done Maurie.  

A Spaghetti Love Story 
For several years a man was having an affair with an Ital-

ian woman.  One night she confided in him that she was 

pregnant.  Not wanting to ruin his reputation or mar-

riage he said he would pay her a large sum of money if 

she would go to Italy to secretly have the child.  Further-

more, if she stayed in Italy to raise the child, he would 

also provide child support until the child was 18.  She 

agreed but asked how he would know when the baby 

was born.  To keep it discreet he told her to simply mail 

her a post card and write ‘Spaghetti on the back’.  He 

would arrange for the child support payments to begin.  

One day about nine months later he came home to his 

confused wife.  ‘Honey’ she said, ‘you received a very 

strange post card today’.  ‘OK just give it to me and I will 

explain later.’  The wife did so and watched her husband 

read the card, turn white and faint. 

On the card was written: Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spa-

ghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti, 3 with meatballs and 2 

without. 

(I do not write these jokes.  A big thank you to Peter 

Brown for this gem.  Ed) 

Stage Four Lockdown 
This stage 4 lockdown in Melbourne is getting old, and 
quite frankly, I have had enough.  I have discussed the 
matter over a cup of coffee with my new kitchen sink, 
and we both agreed that the experience is draining.  I did 
not mention anything to the washing machine as she 
puts the wrong spin on everything.  Same with the fridge.  
He only gives me the cold shoulder.  I asked my bedside 
lamp, but she could not shed any new light on the situa-
tion.  The vacuum cleaner was rather rude and told me 
to “suck it up Princess”.  The carpet advised me to sweep 
my feelings under the rug, however the fan was more 
upbeat and thought that the crisis would soon blow over.  
The toilet looked a bit flushed and did not offer an opin-
ion apart from “sit down”.  The wall did not say a word 
either, just gave me a blank stare.  The doorknob was 
more forthcoming—told me to get a firm grip on the sit-
uation, and move on.  The front door declared I was un-
hinged and the curtains told me to …. You guessed it, pull 
myself together.  Then the chair told me to table it, and 
the table remarked I did not have a leg to stand on.  
When I told the table to break a leg, the mirror said that 
my comments reflected poorly on my thinking.  Cannot 
wait for a long holiday.  (Thank you Ross  Ed) 

A Note from the Editor 
A big thank you to all the correspondents who con-
tributed to this newsletter.  It is only with your con-
tributions that I can produce something that is in-
teresting and topical.  A special thanks to the couple 
who provided the photo on Page 1, and a big con-
gratulations from all the members.  Fifty years is an 
amazing achievement.   Looking forward to more 
contributions next months.  Please have your copy 
to me by Thursday 15th October.   


