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Hello everyone, I hope you are keeping safe and well.  

This month I decided to hold an executive committee 
meeting via zoom. Tricia reported that she now had 
email addresses for members, and it was agreed to 
circulate an email inviting members to trial a Zoom 
General Meeting on Wednesday 26th August at 11.00 
for 1-1½ hours.  If more than 20 people respond and 
were interested in joining a meeting, then two 
meetings could be arranged splitting the numbers.   

Meanwhile, be cheerful and hopefully we will be able 
to share together what we all know best.  Fun, Friend-
ship and Fellowship.   

Again, stay calm, and be safe, and 
healthy.  

Thank you and best wishes to all, 

Tony Haritos 

President 

 

August 

Wed 26th General Meeting (ZOOM) TBC 

September 

Tue 1st Coffee Club  Meeting ID  889 5708 0336  

November 

Mon 9th – Fri 13th Camping & Camping 

 (Postponed) 

December 

Christmas at Ballara    

January 2021 

Fri 1st COVID-19 Free, I hope! Maybe. 

President’s Message 

What’s On Aug/Sept 

Footy Tipping 

A big congratulations to Dash for tipping the Swans against 
Greater Western Sydney.  Well done. 

Go Pies.  Julie 

All born under the sign of Leo the Lion 
Leo’s are known to be bold, in-
telligent, warm, and coura-
geous, fire sign Leo is a natural 
leader of the Zodiac, ready to 
blaze a trail, vanquish injustice, 
and make a name for them-
selves along the way. Blessed 
with high self-esteem, Lions 
know that they possess envia-
ble traits—and 
they're proud of 

them. They don't believe in false mod-
esty and will be the first to praise 
themselves for a job well done. But 
Leo isn't self-aggrandizing or unwilling 
to roll up those sleeves and do the 
work: this sign knows that in order to 
be respected and admired, he or she 
needs to put in the effort worthy of a 
leader. 
They have the choice of 
three birth stones, sar-
donyx, peridot and spinel, 
and their special flowers 
are gladiolus and poppies.   

 

 

 

 

 

Maureen Jenkins 3/8 

Maisie Shepherd 10/8 

Terry Stillman 1/8 



Page 2 

 

Welfare 

Dennis Brisbane has been in hospital, but is home now 
and is feeling better each day. 

Maureen Jenkins is doing well, which is great to hear. 

Joan Robertson rang me to let me know that Les is now 
residing at Grace Villa Aged Care at Greensborough.  

Ann Potgieter has had more test results back and all with 
good reports.  So great to hear.  Ann would like me to 
pass on a thank you to everyone that got in touch with 
her and wished her all the best.  She said it is just wonder-
ful that so many people cared. 

Keep safe everyone 

Lola Williams 

Barbara Mammone’s Corner 

My husband purchased me a world map.  Gave 
me a dart and said “throw this and wherever it 
lands I’m taking you for a holiday when this pan-
demic is over”  Turns out we are spending two 
weeks behind the refrigerator.   

Ann Potgieter's Corner 
Two rabbits go into McDon-

ald's and one rabbit goes up 

and gets a cheese and ham 

toasty.  He said that was great 

and went up again and got a 

cheese and pineapple toasty.  

Again he went up and got a 

cheese and tomato toasty.  

After the last one he fell to the ground dead.  The 

manager came over and said what happened to 

your mate." I don't know but I think it was mixin’ 

his toasties" 

From the Vice President 

Hi all out there.  Hope you are taking care and filling 
in your days successfully, remember not every day 
will be exciting, sometimes just peaceful.  For all 
those who have been busy knitting squares, many 
thanks.  Sorry that I have not picked them up but I 
do still need them and hopefully I will be able to pick 
them up soon.  As I live in Wallan, which is in the 
Mitchell Shire, I have been locked down sooner than 
most.  Anyway, please hang onto your squares, and 
again many thanks and we will call it “a work in pro-
gress”. Take care and stay safe and apparently 
“What doesn’t kill us will make us stronger” so let’s 
hope we can all survive 
these strange times and 
come out the other side that 
much stronger. Best wishes 
to you and your families. 
Tricia  

Book Review   Di Fletcher 

The Camomile Lawn by Mary Wesley. .  
This story is set in a Country Estate on the Cornish 
Cliffs of Cornwall England, as well as London. It fol-
lows the lives of five cousins, their Uncle Richard and 
wife, and friends Max and Monica. 

In 1939 the family meet for their annual get together 
on the Camomile Lawn at the Estate, not realising 
that all their lives were about to change dramatically 
with the beginning of World War Two.  

The story is told from the perspective of the cousins 
as they return to Cornwall for the funeral of Max (40 
years later).  As they reminisce on their lives the sto-
ry moves through various periods but concentrates 
on the War Years and how living in uncertain times 
can change people’s choices, and risk taking.  

It was told like a play (felt), as the dialogue between 
characters was the storytelling. I felt like I became 
one of the characters, and when the story ended I’d 
lost some friends.  

It was warm, emotional, witty 
and at all times entertaining. 
Great character studies. My 
favourite genre.  

Highly recommend it. Di 
Fletcher.  

Hope you are enjoying this 
time of solitude to read your 
favourite genre too. Keep safe.  
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CONTAGION 
 

Judy Keighran 
 

Toilet rolls, sanitisers, paper masks 
are the improbable walls we build 

to shield us from COVID-19. 
 

The pretty coronavirus symbol 
has vaulted from the TV screen 

taken root in our imagining. 
 

Is it the disease we fear 
or is there something primitive 

embedded in our DNA? 
 

The first settlers struggled  
waiting for supply ships  

from the Mother Country. 
 

Our parents had war rations: 
tea, sugar, butter 
cigarettes, petrol. 

 
Images of victims  

quarantined by force on ships 
or dragged into medical centres 

 
mirror our fear of losing control. 

Opportunists and the greedy 
plunder supermarket shelves. 

 
The disease that crosses borders 

has no respect for class, creed or rank 
puts our humanity to the test. 

 
The slightest sniffle is alarming 

a cough could be contagious 
a temperature is shattering. 

 
Stern warnings and stiff penalties 
lockdowns, social distancing yet 

the walls between us are paper thin. 
 

The message is sinking in, 
we are flattening the curve. 

Are we winning the war? 
 
A video of the poem can be found at 
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events
-activities/Arts-culture/Art-artists-arts-
spaces/Hatch-arts-space/Liminal-A-
shared-distance/Judy-Keighran 
Or by Googling  “Banyule Council Limi-
nal shared distance”  and scrolling 
down the page 

Committee 2020-2021 
Executive 

President Tony Haritos 
Ph 9439 7692  Mob 0413 628 408  
tony@autozone.com au 
 

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove 
Ph 0415 306 354 
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com  
 

Past President: Dot Jackson 
Ph: 9306 1525   Mob: 0409 311 525 
dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone 
Ph: 9435 8074  Mob: 0418 591 624 
doro1142@live.com   
 

Treasurer: Patti Ashton 
Mob: 0418 335 481 
Pattiash@hotmail.com  

 

Committees 
Newsletter:  Julie Fechner 
Mobile: 041955 2226 
julie@dingo.id.au 
 

Guest Speakers  Jim Enright 
Mob  0412 426 782  
jclae123@gmail.com 
 

Dine Outs  Barbara Mammone 
Mob 0418 342 586  
bmammone@hotmail.com  
Dine Outs  Nola Gray 
Ph 9435 5768   Mob  0408 997 254  
ianlg@westnet.com.au  
 

Films and Theatre  Vacant 
Film and Theatre Vacant 
 

Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey 
Mob 0466 991 950 
gkhealey1@bigpond.com  
Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush 
Ph 9439 3042  Mob 0447 279 152 
rcsmbush@gmail.com  
 

Trips and Tours  
Vacant 
 

Walks Peter Brown 
Ph 9439 7376  Mob 0425 839 065 
lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 

Walks Clyde Cramp 
Ph 9434 7720  Mob 0416 263 694 
crampy07@optusnet.com.au  
 

Welfare Lola Williams 
Mob (04) 1936 0597 
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com  

Coffee Club 
Only a small number of partici-

pants, but great to catch up with 

the select few.  Standout present-

er was Doris Beerman who de-

scribed her attempts (successful) 

at making sour dough bread.  It all 

started with a decision to get a 

takeaway meal from Mercers in 

Eltham for her birthday.  When 

getting take away from Mercers 

this also involves finishing the 

cooking.  The resultant meal, of 

Humpty Doo barramundi, was deli-

cious.   

Fuelled by this success Doris decid-

ed to purchase a Mercers sough 

dough bread starter kit, only $15.  

Using her 48 year old mixer and 

following the instructions on the 

Mercers web site, she set to work 

kneading the dough.  Then as she 

was hand kneading there was an 

explosion as the old mixing ma-

chine burst into flames causing 

Hardy to question exactly what 

she was doing.  (And we all know 

how men do that!)  After problems 

with sticky dough the finished 

product was a success.  So with a 

new mixer she is making a weekly 

loaf of sough dough which she 

claims is as good as anything she 

purchased in Germany. 

Well done Doris.  It is great to hear 

of ‘Lock Down’ successes.  And I 

am sure all will agree the loaf looks 

amazing 

Next Coffee Club will be on Tue 1st 

September at 11 am on Zoom 

meeting ID 889 5708 0336  
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John McCully’s Move Quiz 

These 10 movies all have one thing in common.  The reader’s task is to try and identify that aspect of 
commonality to all of them.  People are free to call me on 97179053 if they believe they have the answer. 

Genre Title Summary 

Crime Once upon a Time in 
America 

De Niro was in it along with Elizabeth McGovern and James Wood. 

Crime The Untouchables Costner and Connery (the latter with a bad Irish accent) and De Niro 
again. 

Western Once upon a Time in 
The West 

Fonda (Henry, not Jane) was in it. 

Drama Kill Bill Vol.1 Uma Thurman as the Bride and it was bloody.  Tarantino at it. 

Drama The Mission Not bloody De Niro again? 

Foreign Cinema Paradiso They didn’t speak English in it. 

Foreign Malena They also didn’t in this one!  But it has Monica Bellucci in it. Gor-
geous!! 

Crime Bugsy Warren Beatty and Ben Kingsley and the birth of Las Vegas 

Western The Hateful Eight Tarantino again and his mad plots. 

Drama In The Line of Fire Eastwood sheds tears in it.  John Malkovich is the “baddie” 

While we are not meeting your Editor 

decided to do a ring around to find out 

what members were up to during Lock-

down 2.0.  A big thank you to all those 

who were happy for me to include their 

activities, and a big apology to those I 

did not call, but please if you have any-

thing to offer the Newsletter Editor dur-

ing these tough times please send to 

me.  Or if you are not confident writing 

give me a call and I will do all the 

writing.  I do hope you enjoy these sto-

ries, and maybe it will give you some 

new ideas of what to do. 

As we all know John McCully had sur-

gery on his hand, this was to straighten 

his fingers, and now he is doing physio-

therapy to bend his fingers, and this is 

called medicine, and he says it is an im-

provement.  Lockdown has restricted 

John’s shopping to once a week, and he 

has learnt that his favourite butcher 

(Scotch Fillet in Mernda) is only 4.1 kilo-

metres from his home!  And just to com-

plete the free plug, Scotch Fillet are also 

in St Helena and sell the very best meat. 

I am amazed at the number of members 

who are more than five kilometres from 

Dan Murphy's. 

Mike Said has been working.  Yes, it is 

the end of the financial year, and he tells 

me he loves working.  He has been 

learning to use many of the video con-

ferencing tools such as ZOOM and 

Vidyo.  There is no stopping our retired 

treasurer.  He has also been walking in 

Westerfolds Park and Birrarung Park 

which are both within five kilometres of 

his home. 

Your Editor has had to stop swimming at 

Mentone due to restrictions of travel for 

exercise, but I have now done some-

thing I have never done before.  I have 

lived in Montmorency for more than 20 

years and have now weeded half my 

front garden.  I have never been a gar-

dener (my mother was too good) and in 

the past I had someone come in a whip-

per snip it once a year.  And now I look 

at my handy work and feel so proud.  I 

may get to like this gardening caper.  I 

was just planning on getting some one 

to come in and shift some rocks and a 

path and Lockdown 4 came into force. 

Ann Potgieter has been achieving great 

things with her left hand.  As her right 

hand was incapacitated due to the dislo-

cated finger, she has been doing all sorts 

of things left hand-

ed.  Ann has been keeping a diary since 

the late 1990s when her mother devel-

oped Alzheimer’s disease (as a thera-

peutic tool) and she has been writing in 

her diary with her left hand.  She has 

also been cleaning the shower and toilet 

with her left hand. And partner Ron has 

been cooking.  Well done Ron, I believe 

you make the best dim sims.  Lucky Ann. 

I was telling Denise Cronin about the 

Herretts’ (see later) spring cleaning and 

she exclaimed “Is the tip open?”  The 

Cronin’s have devised a novel way to 

celebrate birthdays in lockdown.  It was 

her 19-year-old granddaughters’ birth-

day yesterday and both Denise and Mar-

tin stood in their cars with the sunroofs 

open throwing streamers and balloons 

singing happy birthday.  This was filmed 

and sent to their granddaughter.  Seems 

this is a new COVID-19 family tradition.   

When I asked Denise what they were 

doing this time last year she recounted a 

three month trip north, travelling north 

on the Newell to Longreach and back 

south along the coast staying at many of 

the wonderful places along the coast. 

Julie Martin and I had a great conversa-
tion about our problems with “call cen-

Life in Lockdown 

Continued over 
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CARAVANNING AND CABIN HOLIDAY  BALLARAT VIC 

9-13 NOVEMBER 2020    UPDATE 17 JULY 2020 

It is with much sadness that we, the Caravan and Cabin Com-
mittee, in consultation with the Executive Committee, have 
postponed the holiday for November 2020.  

The good news is that we have rebooked the holiday for the 
period 8-12 November 2021 and all current bookings and 
deposits have been transferred to those new dates. For those 
who have paid a deposit and wish to cancel their bookings 
you may request a refund from BIG4 however, they will 
charge you a $20 admin fee. We would, of course, hope that 
everyone retain their bookings. 

It may be worthwhile contacting BIG4 Ballarat Windmill Holi-
day Park on 03 53341686 to confirm your dates as we know 
that quite a few were arriving early and staying on after the 
event. It should be noted that they already have some large 
groups booked for 2021 so the sooner you confirm your 
arrangements the better. This also goes for those who had 
not booked for this year but would like to attend in 2021. 

When making the booking please advise them that the book-

ing is in the name of the Montmorency/Petrie Park Probes 
Club. For planning purposes, would you please advise Gra-
ham Healey at gkhealey1@bigpond.com of your powered 
site/cabin numbers and the dates of your stay. 

As we, the Caravan & Cbin Holiday Committee, have decided 
to stay on for 2021, unless challenged at the next elections, 
the theme for the fancy dress night will remain as “Grey 
Mardi Gras” 

So lets be imaginative and search our cupboards, sheds, 
wardrobes and anywhere else in our homes and find a fabu-
lous outfit for this magnificent event. 

Your friendly Caravan/Cabin Holidays Committee: 

Kerry & Graham Healey 

Jean & Jim White 

Sue and Ron Bush 

Lola and Tom Williams 

tres”, especially Telstra.  We both had a 
tale of woe to share.  I wonder how 
many others can relate to that.  Julie 
also told me about a project completed 
by the Thomastown Secondary College.  
It was initiated by the students who, due 
to COVID-19 were unable to participate 
in a School Performing Arts Production.  
It was dedicated to all essential workers, 
educators, nurses, and doctors on the 
front line working during the Covid-19 
pandemic in 2020.  This is a seven 
minutes video which can be found by 
Googling “Thomastown Secondary Col-
lege The Hero Project, or following the 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4jRGom73vqo  Leonie White, the 
School Principal was interviewed by Neil 
Mitchel about the project, and some of 
the video was shown on the Today 
Show.  This is a beautiful video. 

Judy Keighran has not only been writing 

poetry, but her poetry has been pub-
lished by Banyule Council in the form of 
a video.  The video can be found at 
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-
activities/Arts-culture/Art-artists-arts-
spaces/Hatch-arts-space/Liminal-A-
shared-distance/Judy-Keighran 

Or by Googling “Banyule Council Liminal 
shared distance” and scrolling down the 
page.  Congratulations Judy.  A copy of 
the poem Contagion is elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 

Barb and Pat Mammone play cards eve-
ry afternoon before tea, with a glass of 
red, or was it G & T, I can’t remember 
and did not take notes. 

There is no prize for the best story of 

achievement, but the prize goes to Brian 

and Terry Herrett’ 

When I phoned Brian Herrett and asked 

him what he has been doing in Lock-

down 2.2 his immediate response was 

“Buggar all”.  Got to love ya Brian!  

Seems Brian and Terry started at the 

back room of their house, that they had 

been living in for 50 years, and system-

atically cleaned the junk out of every 

room of the house.  They piled rubbish 

up in the sideway and then transferred 

to a big skip and took loads to Op Shops.  

Brian is a self-confessed hoarder, so I 

can imagine how hard this would have 

been, but well-done Brian and Terry.  

The Herretts’ have also been working in 

the garden and now they have nothing 

to do and are bemoaning that the li-

brary is closed.  I guess we are all feeling 

the loss of the library.  Brian is also miss-

ing exercise, especially golf.   

One of the things a number of members 

mentioned was the importance of men-

tal health and staying in contact with 

friends.  So please, phone a friend a day, 

it is wonderful therapy, and get out and 

walk in the fresh air. 

Life in Lockdown Continued 

Graham Healy  c1979 


