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Well, April seems to have gone, maybe quick...?  I don’t 
know, but I know we managed to get two Newsletters out 
in April, thanks to Julie Fechner and all contributors, also 
again thanks to Julie for organizing Zoom, as we managed 
to have two online committee meetings, one in April and 
a recent one 13th of May with a group of 11 Committee 
members, and a coffee time with approx. 14 members, 
and they were quite a success. 

While May is quite interesting, as we are going through 
our second Month of isolation and luckily our government 
has relaxed some of the restrictions which means we can 
visit our loved ones again and maybe next month they will 
ease some more and we can get on with our normal lives 
and get together again, and maybe we can have our first 
General Meeting since our AGM in March. 

Also, I would like to wish a belated Happy Mother’s Day to 
all mothers out there who I am sure, like ourselves, would 
have been incredibly sad to have missed a visit from their 
children and grandchildren on such an important day. 

Meanwhile the committee and I will endeavor to do our 
best to keep you informed and maintain the spirit of our 
beloved club and keep you informed through our News-
letters, thanks to Julie Fechner and participating mem-
bers. 

Again, stay healthy, safe, and cheerful and hopefully we 
will be able to share what we all know best.  Fun, Friend-
ship and Fellowship.   

Meanwhile, stay calm, safe, and healthy.  

Thank you and best wishes to all, 

Tony Haritos    (president) 

(Tony, I am a bit embarrassed, I am just doing what I can 
because I am comfortable with the technology.  I am sure 
there are others in the Club  who, in my position could  
and would do the same.  And I cannot write a newsletter 
without contributors, and a BIG thank you to the people 
who write the copy. Ed) 

 
 

May 

Tue 2nd   Coffee Club  Meeting ID 699 516 1725 

Fri 29th   Book Club  (Di Fletcher Host) 

June 

Wed 10th   Committee Meeting 

Thurs 11th   Walking Group 

President’s Message 

What’s On May/June 

Over the past months it has come to the attention 
of the committee that we do not have correct and 
current details of our members contact details 
(address and phone numbers), and the details of 
their Next of Kin. 

Can all members please ensure that Vice President 
Tricia Lovegrove has your details correct.  She can 
be contacted on: 

•  mob 0415 306 354 or  

• email patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com 

Coffee Club 

A Coffee Club will be conducted at 11 am on Tue 2nd 

June on ZOOM.  The ZOOM Meeting ID is 699 516 1725. 

I know many of our members are growing in confidence 

with the technology, lets see if we can get even more 

members to participate.  For those with out computer 

or smart phone, please dial (03) 7018 2005 and enter 

the Meeting ID 699 516 1725 and you can join using 

audio only. 

And just a word from ZOOM, they have done a big up-

date of their program so please make sure that you 

have updated the program on your device, or it may not 

work.  Please contact me if you have any queries.  Julie 

Fechner Mob 0419 55 2226 

Personal Details 
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Welfare 

Val Stafford and Marg Cam continue 

to progress well after surgery.  

Maureen Jenkins has been having 

good days and not so good days, but 

last report she was sitting outside in 

the sun feeling much better.  Lola Wil-

liams 

(And we all wish Lola a very speedy recovery from 

singles. Ed) 

Ann Potgieter's Corner 

Paddy is struggling down the road 

with a wardrobe on his back.  A 

bloke sings out "hey Paddy why 

don't you get your friend Mick to 

help you.”  Paddy says "He is; he is 

inside the wardrobe carrying the 

clothes." 

Dine Outs 

Consideration is being given to a possible BBQ in Pe-
trie Park, COVID-19 restrictions and weather per-
mitting.  And given the announcements made on 
Sunday 17th about lifting some of the restrictions 
this may be sooner rather than later.  A bit of good 
news. 

Please let Barb Mammone know if you would be 
happy for the Club to retain the money paid for the 
Fondata lunch for a future date (hopefully soon), or 
if a refund is required. Her contact details are: 0418 
342 586 or bmammone@hotmail.com. Please pro-
vide bank details when requesting refunds. 

What’s the difference between COVID-19 and Ro-
meo and Juliet? One’s the coronavirus and the other 
is a Verona crisis. 

I’ll tell you a coronavirus joke now, but you’ll have to 
wait two weeks to see if you got it. 

Finland just closed its borders. You know what that 
means. No one will be crossing the finish line. 

Did you hear the joke about the germ? Never mind, I 
don’t want to spread it around. 

Why do they call it the novel coronavirus? It’s a long 
story…. 

I ran out of toilet paper and had to start using old 
newspapers. Times are rough. 

What do you call panic-buying of sausage and 
cheese in Germany? The wurst-kase scenario. 

Back in my day you would cough to cover up a fart. 
Now, with COVID-19, you fart to cover up a cough. 

You know who buys up all the toilet paper? Assholes. 

Nail salons, hair salons, waxing center and tanning 
places are closed. It’s about to get ugly out there. 

Why don’t chefs find coronavirus jokes funny? 
They’re in bad taste. 

You know what they say: feed a cold, starve a fever, 
drink a corona. 

What should you do if you don’t understand a coro-
navirus joke? Be patient. 

If coronavirus isn’t about beer, why do I keep seeing 
cases of it? 

The grocery stores in France look like tornadoes hit 
them. All that’s left is de brie. 

Still no toilet paper in the stores. They’re wiped out 
and you’re shit out of luck. 

So many coronavirus jokes out there, it’s a pundem-
ic. 

What did the man say to the bartender? I’ll have a 
corona, hold the virus. 

What types of jokes are allowed during quarantine? 
Inside jokes! 

What’s the best way to avoid touching your face? A 
glass of wine in each hand. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  STAR SIGNS 

  Tauris  20 April to 20 May 

 

 

Gemini 21 May to 20 June 

 

GEMSTONES 

 

April Diamond  May Emerald 

 

      June Pearl 

 

BIG 70  Congratulations to 

Pam Barras  25th May 
 

Lorraine Abbott  17th May 

Gail Arnel  18th May 

Barb Mammone  16th May 

Anne Stillman 30th May 

Catharina Van Rooy  24th May 
 

The two zodiac signs associated with the month of 
May are Taurus and Gemini.  

Individuals born from May 1st to May 20th are Taure-
ans.  Taurus is an earth sign represented by the bull. 
Like their celestial spirit animal, Taureans enjoy relax-
ing in serene, bucolic environments surrounded by 
soft sounds, soothing aromas, and succulent flavours.  
The practical Taurean can be recognized by their 
earthy and realistic ways of living.  

Those born from May 21st to May 31st, are Geminis. 
The Gemini personality is fun.  Their strengths are 
that they are gentle affectionate, curious, adaptable, 
outgoing, and intelligent—there's never a dull mo-
ment with a Gemini.  Weaknesses are, they are nerv-
ous, inconsistent, and indecisive  The Gemini likes: 
music, books, magazines, chats with nearly anyone, 
and short trips around the town  Gemini dislikes: be-
ing alone, being confined, repetition and routine. 

Book Review 

The Lieutenant by Kate Grenville   **** 

The Lieutenant is a story about young marine, Daniel Rooke, 
who joins the First Fleet, sailing to NSW in 1788.  It is written 
by award-winning Australian author, Kate Grenville, who also 
wrote The Secret River. The main character is based on the true 
story of astronomer and mathematician William Dawes. 

Greville’s protagonist, Daniel, felt alone and misunderstood as 
a child. At the age of eight he was offered a place at the Ports-
mouth Naval Academy. 

Grenville’s novel follows the life of Lieutenant Daniel Rooke in 
his expedition to NSW. From his primitive observatory on an 
isolated point, he attempts to bridge cultural differences with a 
local indigenous tribe by learning and keeping records of their 
language. He succeeds in communicating with a young native 
girl, Tagaran.  

This friendship, and Daniel’s beliefs, are tested when he is or-
dered to join a punishment expedition against the natives. He 
realises he has to make a choice between loyalty to his own 
country, his duty as a soldier, and his own beliefs about hu-
manity.  

Grenville succeeds in recreating a time and place in Australian 
history, raising questions about the first contact between abo-
riginal tribes and the first English settlers through the eyes of 
Daniel, her sympathetic protagonist.  I enjoyed the book and 
would recommend it.  However, I found the exploration of ab-
original language slowed the progress of the story as Grenville 
endeavours to illustrate that language is more than just words. 

Judy Keighran  (Thank you Judy Ed) 

Birthday Flowers 

April 

Sweet Pea 

 

 

 

Daisy 

May 

Lilly of the Valley 

 

 

 

Hawthorn 

June 

Rose 

 

 

 

Honeysuckle 



Page 4 

 

THE COUNTDOWN IS ON 

Grey Mardi Gras 

 Ballarat – 11 November 2020 

Hi campers, just an update on the plans we are making 
on your behalf for our 2020 caravan and cabin extrava-
ganza! “The Grey Mardi Gras” 

The Caravan committee met via Zoom last week to dis-
cuss our theme night, and it appears there may have 
been some confusion over the word ‘grey.’ 

This is just a play on words, it does not mean we are ex-
pected to wear or to paint each other grey. 

The theme this year, and I’m sure we are all going to 
need it by November is fun, frivolity and feathers! 

So get out the old Singer and start whipping up your cos-
sie, for the main event. 

Think bright colours, feathers and sequins. We have six 
months to prepare, and we don’t want to let the cat out 
of the bag, but there might even be a small box of Cad-
bury’s Roses for the best dressed. We will have to run 
that past the treasurer though. 

Thank you from your friendly  
Caravan/Cabin Committee 
Kerry and Graham 

Jean and Jim 

Sue and Ron 

Lola and Tom 

BOOK CLUB 

We have just enjoyed our third Zoom Meeting of the 
Book Club.  Eight members were able to join in and 
we all managed to have both video and audio work-
ing at the same time. 

We have found these meetings great fun and keeping 
in touch with each other has been very rewarding.  
As with our usual book club meetings, we decide who 
will host/facilitate the next meeting and we have 
found this is particularly important at the zoom 
meetings to ensure we all can have input into dis-
cussing books that we have read.  We follow up each 
meeting by sending out a list of the books that have 
been recommended.   

The next zoom meeting will be on 
Friday 29 May and Di Fletcher has 
offered to host this meeting.  Hope-
fully when we can venture into the 
‘new normal’ we will return to our 
monthly meetings but so far we have 
thoroughly embraced our venture 
into online meetings.  Sue Bush  

Morning Melodies 
At this stage we are keeping the following two shows 
open: 
The Music that Kept me on my Feet   17th August 
The Syncopators   21st September 
At present the Arts Centre is closed until the end of 
June, so we will have to wait and see whether either of 
these shows go ahead, and if anyone is interested in 
attending.   

We are awaiting refunds from Shrek and Silvie Paladi-
no. 

The musical Nine to Five has at this stage been post-
poned, but no new date has been advised. 

The musical Secret Garden has been cancelled. 

Musicals and Theatre  (Kay Wicking) 

Footy Tipping 

The AFL 2020 Season is due to resume on June 11, so 

please do not forget to get your tips in.  You should receive 

a reminder from ESPN.  Good luck all.  Go Pies.  Julie 
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With the Government’s announce-
ment of easing Phase 1 of COVID-19 
restrictions now allowing 10 people to 
socialise in various activities (social 
distancing rules still apply), Peter and I 
feel that we can recommence the 
Walking Group on Thursday 11th of 
June. 

Generally we have between 12 to 18 
members attend the walks, should we 
have more than 10 but less than 20 
walkers we would create two groups, 
one lead by Peter and one by myself 
heading off with a 5 to 10 minute gap 
between the groups thus complying 
with current restrictions. 

With Phase 2 on easing of COVID-19 
restrictions coming into effect on the 
1st of June prior to our restart date of 
the Walking Group on the 11th of 
June, we may be allowed to have 
more people socialising in group activ-
ities. Peter and I will reassess the rules 
and adjust our group size accordingly.  

We plan to have two walks to choose 
from on the day with both starting 
from the same place and dependant 
on the weather and individual fitness 
due to (coming out of isolation) we 
will choose the more appropriate walk 
on the day. 

Those wishing to attend the walk 
please contact Clyde on 0416263694 
with your name and contact num-
ber and I will place you on the list 
which will give Peter and I the number 

attending and assist us in working out 
group sizes. 

Walk 1:  Lower Eltham Park to Petty's 
Orchard and return. 

Commencing at Lower Eltham Park car 
park (Melways 21 H10) This walk goes 
around Lower Eltham Park then across 
the Yarra River to join the main Yarra 
Trail, we turn left on the trail and con-
tinue to Petty's Orchard where we will 
stop for a coffee break and a chat 
(social distancing rules apply) before 
returning the way we came. 

Distance: Approx 6.8 Kms. 

Walk 2:  Lower Eltham Park to Eltham 
and return. 

Commencing at Lower Eltham Park car 
park (Melways 21 H10) This walk goes 
towards Eltham and under Main Rd 
through Barak Bushland in Wingrove 
Park and onto Alistair Knox Park West 
then into Eltham where we will stop 
for a coffee break and a chat (social 
distancing rules apply) before return-
ing the way we came. 

Distance: Approx 5.2 Kms. 

Contacts: Clyde Cramp on 0416262694 
or Peter Brown on 0425839065 

Cheers Clyde Cramp 

Committee 2020-2021 
Executive 

President Tony Haritos 
Ph 9439 7692  Mob 0413 628 408  
tony@autozone.com au 
 
Vice President Tricia Lovegrove 
Ph 0415 306 354 
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com  
 
Past President: Dot Jackson 
Ph: 9306 1525   Mob: 0409 311 525 
dottyjackson@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary: Dorothy Johnstone 
Ph: 9435 8074  Mob: 0418 591 624 
doro1142@live.com   
 
Treasurer: Patti Ashton 
Mob: 0418 335 481 
Pattiash@hotmail.com  

 

Committees 
Newsletter:  Julie Fechner 
Mobile: 041955 2226 
julie@dingo.id.au 
 
Guest Speakers  Jim Enright 
Mob  0412 426 782  
jclae123@gmail.com 
 
Dine Outs  Barbara Mammone 
Mob 0418 342 586  
bmammone@hotmail.com  
Dine Outs  Nola Gray 
Ph 9435 5768   Mob  0408 997 254  
ianlg@westnet.com.au  
 
Films and Theatre  Vacant 
Film and Theatre Vacant 
 
Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey 
Mob 0466 991 950 
gkhealey1@bigpond.com  
Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush 
Ph 9439 3042  Mob 0447 279 152 
rcsmbush@gmail.com  
 
Trips and Tours  
Vacant 
 
Walks Peter Brown 
Ph 9439 7376  Mob 0425 839 065 
lyndapeter8@gmail.com 
 
Walks Clyde Cramp 
Ph 9434 7720  Mob 0416 263 694 
crampy07@optusnet.com.au  
 
Welfare Lola Williams 
Mob (04) 1936 0597 
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com  

Walking Group 

Let’s make some squares for the 
homeless while we are at home 
trying to wile away the time and be 
useful at the same time.  Re-
strictions are being lifted, but it is 
still cold and winter is settling in.  
The squares will be sewn together 
to make rugs. 

Squares are 20 cm X 20 cm.  Using 
8 ply wool and size 8 imperial (size 
4 metric) needles, cast on 42 to 45 
stiches, depending on tension 

Please do not sew together. 

Tricia Lovegrove’s Knitting Challenge 

Annual fees are due 


