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President’s Report

| am Honored to be the new President of the MPP Probus Club, and |
have you all to thank for your great support over the last twelve
months as Vice President.

For those who missed the meeting, we managed to get the quorum
required to proceed with the AGM meeting, and it went very well as we
managed to elect the new committee, except Films & Theatre, but we
will get there.

Remember that our Club depends on the participation of our members.

Thanks, and all in order to Dot Jackson our retiring President, for her
help, support and encouragement over the last twelve months.

Also, many thanks to all past committee members for their hard work,
support and great contribution right through the past year.

Now, | am looking forward to the year ahead with the help of my com-
mittee members to try and make this year a really good and exciting
one considering the restrictions we will be facing due to the COVID-19
pandemic which will be a hindrance and hopefully we will safely get
through it.

Who is this very handsome man?

| have spoken with our Newsletter Editor Julie Fechner and agreed
with her that maybe while there won’t be many activities for a while
to publish the Newsletter maybe twice a month with ideas from you,
the members (Thanks Tony Ed).

| have also been in touch with Terry Gallagher our Web Master who has
agreed to update the MPPProbus website, which he will try and do so
ASAP.

In the meantime, the committee and | will endeavor to do our best
efforts to maintain the Spirit of our beloved club and stay healthy, safe
and cheerful and hopefully we will be able to share what we know best.
Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.

Meanwhile our General Meetings will be can-
celled until further notice due to the Covid 19
shutdown measures.

Again, stay calm, safe and healthy.

Just for Tony

Thank you and Best wishes to all,

| ¥
Tony Haritos PREMIERS

What’s On April

the phone

This publication is solely for the information of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and adjoining Probus Clubs within
the district and not to be used for any other purpose
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Mary Clancy goes up to Father
O'Grady after His Sunday morn-
ing service, and she's in tears.
He says, "So what's bothering
you, Mary my dear?"

She says, "Oh, Father, I've got
terrible news. My husband
passed away last night.”

The priest says, "Oh, Mary, that
is terrible! Tell me, Mary, did he
have any last requests?"

She says, "That he did, Father.”
The priest says, "What did he re-
quest, Mary? "

She says, "He said, 'Please
Mary, put down that damn
gun..."

WHYIDID THE CHICKEN
CROSS THE ROAD?

A man came through my lane at
the grocery store with a jug of
wine and a bouquet of roses. But

JUST FOR FUN

AS | WAS GETTING INTO BED
SHE SAID, "YOU'RE DRUNK"

12

| SAID, "HOW DO YOU KNOW?”
SHE SAID, "YOU LIVE NEXT DOOR"

In his late 80s, my father-in-
law went to the VicRoads to
renew his driver’s license. At

Colleen dropped a Eu-
ro coin, intending it to
fall into the blind man’s
hat on the pave-

ment, but missed, as
quick as a flash he
scooped it up and put it
in the hat. “You’re not
blind” she said. “No I'm
not” said Paddy, ‘“Its
Murphy whose blind,
I’'m just filling in for him
while he’s gone to the
pictures”.

FUNNY DAD JOKES

« What does a zombie vegetarian eat?

“GRRRAAAIINS!”

one point during the road
test, he approached a four-
way stop, looked to his right,
and cruised straight through
the stop sign. “Sir! You didn’t
look to your left,” yelled the
frightened inspector.

« Tothe man in the wheelchair that stole
my camouflage jacket... You can hide
butyou can’t run.

« How did Darth Vader know what Luke
got him for Christmas? He felt his
presents!

« Why do you never see elephants hiding

My father-in-law calmly shook
his head. “That’s Mum'’s side.”

in trees? Because they're so good at it.

« Atheism is a non-prophet organization.

A little Prayer?

before paying, he set the two
items aside and said, “I'll be right
back.” He ran off, only to -return
a minute later with a second jug
of wine and another bouquet of
roses.

“Two girlfriends?” | asked.“No,”

he said. “Just one really angry

”

one

What do you
call a fish
without eyes?

Fsh.

Teacher : Now, Sam, tell me frankly do you say prayers before eating?
Sam : No sir, | don't have to, my mom is a good cook.

To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. To the optimist, the glass is half full.
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.

During the heat of the space race in the 1960's, NASA quickly discovered that ball-
point pens would not work in the zero gravity confines of its space capsules. After
considerable research and development, the Astronaut Pen was developed at a
cost of $1 million. The pen worked in zero gravity, upside down, underwater, on
almost any surface including glass and also enjoyed some modest success as a hov-
elty item back here on earth.

The Soviet Union, when faced with the same problem, used a pencil.

Smart Thinking
A dog thinks: Hey, these people I live with feed me, love me, provide me with a nice

A cat thinks: Hey, these people | live with feed me, love me, provide me with a nice
warm, dry house, pet me and take good care of me....| MUST BE A GOD.



Payments for events/outings
Payments in person

Place cash or cheque in an unsealed envelope (please bring your own envelop) complete a yellow slip and hand it

to event co-ordinator, who will sign and return the slip as your receipt.

Payments EFT

BSB: 033-053 Account number: 579475 Please keep our

Step 2: Please include your surname and details of payment with the Treasurer happy

payment.

e.g Roger Dean Footy Tips
Step 3: Please place your bank receipt in an envelope & give it to the event co-ordinator,.

Birthdays

Pisces February 19th to March The Fire Signs are: Aries, Leo and Sagittarius =

20th
Birthstone for February Amethyst

Primrose

Water Signs

Wate r signs are exceptionally emotional and ultra-
sensitive. They are highly intuitive and they can be as
mysterious as the ocean itself. Water signs love pro-
found conversations and intimacy. They rarely do any-
thing openly and are always there to support their loved
ones.

The Water Signs are: Cancer, Sco rpio and P isces .

Aries March 21% to April 19"
Birthstone for March

Bloodstone aquamarine

Flower for March
Daffodil Jonquil
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Fire Signs

Fire signs tend to be passionate, dynamic, and
tempera- mental. They get angry quickly, but they also
forgive eas- ily. They are adventurers with immense
energy. They are physically very strong and are a source
of inspiration for others. Fire signs are intelligent, self-
aware, creative and idealistic people, always ready for
action.
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Taurus April 20" to May 20"

Birthstone Diamond

Flowers for April

Sweet pea Daisy

Earth signs are “grounded” and the ones that bring us
down to earth. They are mostly conservative and realis-
tic, but they can also be very emotional. They are con-
nected to our material reality and can be turned to ma-
terial goods. They are practical, loyal and stable and they
stick by their people through hard times.

The Earth Signs are: Taurus, Virgo and Caprico rn

Roger Dean OFF

Pelter Brown
Mal Cam
Denise Cronin
Nola Gray
Terry Hearity
Brian Herrelt
Margaret Jolhnson
Meryl Long
David Lowder
Sue McKenna
John Scott
Lorraine Stackpoole
Lois Trueman
Lynda Tullock
Tom Williams
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Entertainment Films and Theatre

An email from Kaye Wicking.

For your information in the interest of every-
one's health and because of the nature of our
times and the fact that we probably wont be
able to take monies, we have cancelled both
the Silvie Paladino concert and the Australian
Ballet Concert.

For those who have paid for Silvie Paladino,
once the Art Centre refunds the monies you
will be given a refund.

For the Ballet you will also be given a full re-
fund as at this stage we have not paid any
monies to the Art Centre.

In regard to One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest -
to date there had not been a lot of interest in
this show - so anyone who has paid for this will
get a refund as well.

For Bran Nue Dae we have also cancelled this
show - no one had paid any monies for this
show.

At this stage for the shows later in the year we
have kept these options open.

If you have any queries, ei-

ther ring me or email

Be safe everyone and take
care

Kaye Wicking
0412 966 689

FOOTY TIPPING

Well ...... we got one game in and Collingwood will
remain in second place on the ladder for the next
couple of months, and | have been told it is the
first time since 2000 that the Bombers have not
lost a match until after June the first, and that was
a big year for the Bombers. | am not a fan of the
Bombers, but that has been reported. Trust an Es-
sendon supporter.

And | have found out that “Tigers
2019” is, either Tom or Lola Williams,
but | suspect Tom. And he did tip

der for the foreseeable future. Also
congratulations to President Tony
‘Magpies15’ on great tipping, togeth-
er with Pam Barras and yours truly managed to tip
seven correct. | am sure, with a little practice
‘Dash’ will be dashing up the leader board with
‘Dotty’ in hot pursuit. And ‘Grumps’ should be do-
ing better with his inside knowledge.

But on a serious note, thanks for
joining the competition, and maybe
we will get to a Grand Final before
the year is out.

Julie Fechner Coordinator _
COLLINGWOOD
MAGPIES

2020 Dine Outs
All dine outs are in the process of being can-
celled, some businesses are not answering
phones (understandably) and as no moneys
have been paid, there will be a
full refund. Barbara will have a
full report in the next news-
letter. Of concern is my obser-
vations when in Eltham yester-
day, Dan Murphy’s looks aban-
doned. Where will we go for

our supplies in these hard times. —

Second Thursday Walking Group
Cancelled Thursday 9th April Hurstbridge

Sadly | received an email from Clyde

stating: .
Could you please send out an email to
our members and advise them that due \\7
to current restrictions on group activities N v
that the walking group will be suspended until the re-
strictions are lifted.

~7
S

Peter and | were already to kick of our

term with a great little historical walk @ff \\E*;
around Hurstbridge, so that will still be Ry
our first one when we get the go ahead. v v

| will also phone those members who put
their names on the list for the Hurst-
bridge walk at our February meeting and
advise them of the suspension to our
walks.

Clyde Cramp 0416 263 694
Peter Brown 0425 839 065




Committee 2019-2020
Executive
President Tony Haritos
Ph 9439 7692 Mob 0413 628 408
tony @au to zo n e.com

Vice President Tricia Lovegrove
Ph 0415 306 354
patricia.lovegrove@bigpond.com

Past President: Dot Jackson
Ph:9306 1525 Mob: 0409 311 525
d o ttyjackson @ho tmail.com

Secretary: Dorothy Johnson
Ph: 9435 8074 Mob: 0418 591 624
dorol142@live.com

Treasurer: Patti Ashton
Mob: 0418 335 481
Pattiash@hotmail.com

Committees
Newsletter: Julie Fechner
Mobile: 041955 2226
julie@dingo.id.au

Guest Speakers Jim Enright
Mob 0412 426 782
jclae123@gmail.com

Dine Outs Barbara Mammone
Mob 0418 342 586
bmammone@hotmail.com

Dine Outs Nola Gray

Ph 94355768 Mob 0408 997 254
ianlg@westnet.com.au

Films and Theatre Vacant
Film and Theatre Vacant

Caravans and Cabins Graham Healey
Ph 97175683 Mob 0422 460 182
gkhealeyl@bigpond.com

Caravans and Cabins Ron Bush

Ph 94393042 Mob 0447 279 152
rcsmbush@gmail.com

Trips and Tours
Vacant

Walks Peter Brown
Ph 9439 7376 Mob 0425 839 065
ly ndap eter8@g mail.co m

Walks Clyde Cramp
Ph 9434 7720 Mob 0416 263 694
cramp y 07@o0 p tu sn et. com.au

Welfare Lola Williams
Mob (04) 1936 0597
mr.mrsw@bigpond.com

This is a factual story written by Cheryl
Strayed, with the assistance of her jour-
nal, about the trek she made along The
Pacific Crest Trail. It’s a designated walk
through the wilderness beginning at the
Mexican Border and finishing at the Cana-
dian Border. However Cheryl walked from
the Mojave Desert in California to “Bridge
Of The God” on the border of Oregon and
California. (1000 miles).

Her purpose was to change her lifestyle
after the death of her beloved mother at
44 years of age. This caused her to be-
come wreckless through drug taking,
promiscuity and the breakdown of her
marriage.

Wild by Cheryl Strayed

Book Review

FRVETER

Throughout her trek she gives exquisite
descriptions of her surroundings, her des-
pair at losing her adored mother, and the
breakdown of family relationships . She
describes how the physical pain during her
trek begins to heal her mental anguish. |
loved the way she intertwined her child-
hood experiences, the pain of watching
her mother die and the trials and tribula-
tions of her trek. Quoting from Oprah
Winfrey “ I love this book. | want to shout
it from the mountain tops.

“ME TOO”

| watched the movie of this story before |
read the book . Enjoyed it immensely , but
as | usually find always love the book
more. Get inside the mind so much more.
Di Fletcher.

Welfare

Marg Camm is at Donvale Rehabilitation Hospital and doing well after reac-
guainting herself with Lu Ton, but no visitors except close family. | am sure we
all wish her a continued speedy recovery.

Do you remember the old slogan “Out
with the old, in with the new “?.

Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club is

now under the very capable leadership of
President Tony and his Committee. The

AGM went extremely well, considering

the constraints of social distancing, but
we managed to properly fulfil all the obli-

gations to change over the reins of Club
management.

But like life all over the world right now,
the new Committee has a very strange
situation to manage. | know that Tony
has been working really well on the struc-
tures of Presidency, but as far as the visi-
ble functions of the Club are concerned it
is impossible to know how long it will be
for them to come back to normal. But we
WILL be back as soon as we can.

As Outgoing President | presented my
report to that meeting. My major point of
that report was the very big thanks due to

all the Committee, and all the ‘Quiet

Achievers’ who keep the meetings and
the Club as a whole running as well as it

does. And | never forget all the wonderful

Under New Management

take part in Club activities with good will
and friendship.

Thank You, All of You.

I am hoping that you are all managing the
isolation and distancing with at least a

degree of comfort and sanity. At least in

this day and age we have the option of
phones, emails and other electronic com-
munications, and Netflix and DVD’s to
keep us amused and in contact. And
there is also all those ‘when | get time, |
will ........... " promises that we made to
ourselves. Clean out cupboards and
drawers, read books, tidy up the garden,
sort out all my 1,000’s of photos, maybe
actually be happening right now.

So, unlike the mystery ship the Mary Ce-
leste, whose crew mysteriously disap-
peared and never returned, | urge you not
to desert the good ship SS MPP Probus
Club, but come back shining and full of
enthusiasm as soon as we can.

Remember Fun, Friendship and Fellow-
ship

Dot Jackson Past President
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COVID-19 and Me

How my life has changed in the last two weeks and |
guess others are feeling the same. From going to Ag-
uarena six days a week, three to swim and three to lift
weights | am now walking dingoes further, walking up
and down my stairs twenty time in a row, swimming
in the Bay with a wetsuit (I am no hero) and lifting
weights at home. | have friends who are working in
the veggie patch, making quince jam and tomato
sauce. And talking on the phone and TALKING on the
phone! And family chats using Zoom. | wonder how
your life has changed. How are you staying in touch
with family and friends, and what are you doing for
entertainment and exercise? | would be so interested
in hearing your story to share with other members, so
please sit at your computer and write a few words to
share with fellow Probus Members. Or if you do not
feel confident writing, please call me and | will write
for you. Your activities may be helpful to others, giving
them ideas for new projects.

The “Probus fairy” tells me there are members walk-
ing in excess of five kilometres!! That is impressive,
and Grumps is also Bay swimming. How are you stay-
ing in touch, have you mastered Zoom or are you just
chatting on the phone, or over the fence. On Sunday |
was chatting to my neighbour while he and his partner
were walking around the roof. Would you be interest-
ed in Probus Club initiated on-line activities such as a
Trivia competition. And yes that would involve tech-
nology without the help of Grandchildren, but these
are strange times that require a little initiative.

Utmost in my mind has been my parents, as they
were married in 1938, at the end of the Great Depres-
sion and just before the outbreak of World War II.
While | thought the 1930s would have been difficult
times | was informed by my 90 year old cousin, that
things on the land were not so bad and the family (our
fathers were brothers, and our mothers sisters) en-
joyed a very social life and they were the socialites of
their time. While | have been unable to find details on
the internet my memory of their stories include narra-
tives of drought at the end of the 30s and the begin-
nings of the 40s.

My parents had a 720 acre property on the Wimmera
Plains where my father used horses to work the farm,
producing wheat, oats, hay and sheep (wool and

Jottings from your Editor

Julie Fechner

meat). One of my earliest memories is of chaff
cutting for the horses, but | cannot remember my fa-
ther working horses. My mother grew vegetables,
managed the chooks and sold the eggs, separated the
milk, churned butter, and sold the cream, collected
the fat from cooking and from the sheep that were
killed on the farm and boiled it down to sell. | even
remember home made soap, it was terrible. And, like
many women of her time, made her own and her chil-
dren’s clothes with an old Singer treadle sewing ma-
chine. There was no refrigeration, only a Coolgardie
safe, no electricity, so even the beer could not be kept
cold! They had a Lux wood stove and kerosene lamps,
petrol was rationed, and water came from the dam,
or was collected on the roof. They did have a tiny
Ford utility to drive into town. These were tough
times.

How can my experience of COVID-19 in 2020 be com-
pared to that of my parents in 19407? | think that the
big difference is the ‘social distancing’. My parents
were isolated from their family and friends as they
were unable to meet with friends as petrol was ra-
tioned and they only travelled to Dimboola (eight
miles) once a week to collect supplies, and they did
not have electronic communications as we do. Their
telephone was via a ‘party line’, a line shared between
other families which worked most of the time and the
number was Dimboola 142U. For my mother to call
her own mother it was a long-distance call to Gerang
Gerung 37 which was charged out in three-minute
intervals. There was none of this chatting with friends
for over half an hour. And the Gerang Gerung ex-
change was not open 24/7 so one always had to check
that the exchange was open!

Oh, enough of this daydreaming, | do hope you have
enjoyed my fantasies and you can also share your ide-
as. This publication will only continue bimonthly if |
receive contributions from members.

Next Edition, which | am hoping to publish in about
two weeks, will be an ANZAC edition. So | am looking
for photos and memories of your Military Service, or
that of parents or grandparents. Remember that this
Newsletter is only as good as the copy | receive to ed-
it. So please go and look at your old photo albums
and/or memoirs and share with your Club.
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