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President’s Report

Happy Christmas to you all and may the New
Year bring you good health, much peace and
great contentment. I'm sure all members would
like to join me in thanking the Committee for all
the time and effort they have put into ensuring a
fulfilling Probus year. Enjoy your luncheon today,
along with some very professional entertainment.

“A Toast to the New Year”
Here’s to the old year and here’s to the new
Here’s to visions and dreams coming frue
A world filled with harmony, peace for mankind
With bounty for sharing and want hard to find.

See you in the New Year

Di Fletcher, President

Community Membership Cards

The Montmorency RSL would like all community card
holders fees ($2.00) to be renewed before 1 January
2011. There are still 21 members payments
“outstanding and must be finalised today.

Please see George McMurtry today before our
meeting starts or during the tea break and pay your
$2.00 renewal.

Please note that Community Card holders do not get
the same privileges as social members of the RSL
club.

Committee Members

The contact details for all committee
members are as follows:

Di Fletcher, President 9438 1215
Mob: 0427 317 076 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Brian Herrett, Vice-President/Membership
9439 8593 Mob. 0439 991 278
brianjherrett@gmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary 9439 5514
fcoupar@bigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer 9435 7937
Mob: 0419 108 299

Jean White, Trips and Tours/Dine-Outs
9467 5293 Mob. 040 921 2347

Lola Williams, Trips and Tours/Dine-Outs
9467 6605 Mob. 0419 360 597

Dorothy Johnstone, Theatre and Movies
9435 8074 Mob: 0418 591 624

George McMurtry, Hospitality 9439 4826
Mob:0408 228 005
g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com

Sue Bush, Newsletter and Guest Speaker
9439 3042 Mob: 0423 538 575
susanbush@optusnet.com

Lois Johnston, Welfare 9717 1875
Mob: 0457 734 165

John Townsend, Caravan Holidays
9435 7937 Mob: 0419 108 299

Tom Williams, Caravan Holidays
9467 6605 Mob. 0419 360 597

Dot and David Jackson, Historians/ Media
9306 1525 Mob: 0409 3110525
dottyjackson@hotmail.com

John McCully, Overseas Trips and Tours
9467 3668

This publication is solely for the information and interest of members of the Montmorency Petrie Park Probus Club and
adjoining Probus Clubs within the district and not to be used for any other purpose
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Welfare: No sickies to report this month. Lois has visited Shirley Dunn recently and
said that she is looking much brighter than she had for quite some time. We look
forward to seeing her again in new year.

Birthdays for November: Patti Ashton, Tamara Farquhar, Wendy Gallagher, Elaine
Greig, John Howden, Judyth Keighran, Michael Long, Gail Mathieson, Bill McKenna,
Faye McNamara and John O’Callaghan. Happy birthday to you all.

Door Prize: Charlie Brown was last month's lucky door prize winner. This month we
are going to have a ‘Super Door Prize’ especially for our Christmas celebrations. The
tickets are $2 each and there are three prizes to choose from - (1) Bottie of Chivas
Regal, (2) pen and pencil set and (3) $25.00 voucher from Montmorency RSL. Good
luck today.

Thanks to the following members contributions:

» Patricia Dean's workplace "MG Independent Assessing Pty Ltd" for their
kind donation of a bottle of Chivas Regal to be part of our door prize this
month.

» To John Feigl for the giving of his time each month to distribute tickets for
our door prize.

» To Wendy and Terry Gailagher for their pleasant monthly meet and greet.

» Again to Wendy and Terry for the “Bloke's Luncheon, which from all accounts
was a very relaxing afternoon. Is it a case of "What occurs at the Bloke's
Lunch stays at the blokes Lunch"??

» To everyone who supplies photos of our activities.

» To all the Committee members who give their time to take names and
monies for planned activities and photos. This often means that they miss
out on their morning tea and often do not hear all of the guest speakers
presentations.

» Helen Spence for organising the lawn bowls morning and also for donating
the hamper that was given as a door prize on the day.

» And - _especially to Montmorency RSL for the use of their venue, fine
food and hospitality throughout the year. It is very much_appreciated

that they support our club in this way and also by providing the
monthly door prize voucher of $25.00.




Trips and tours/Dine-outs:

o Spit-Roast lunch at Westerfolds Park — Thursday 18 November 12 noon
Although the weather was a little cold and disappointing at first, we had a great lunch
with lovely food followed by some great activities — egg and spoon races, quoits, and
plenty of other items to keep the fun going. Denise Cronin has shown that she is a
natural athlete and raced to the finish line with her egg still in the spoon. Well done
Denise. Thanks Lola and Jean for organising this terrific day and we hope to make
this an annual event.

e Buffet Lunch — Conservatory Room, Crown Casino — Tuesday 18 January 2011:

We have 46 members confirming their attendance at this outing. This is a full buffet lunch
including seafood at a cost of $39.50 pp and includes tea or coffee and one glass of wine.
Extra drinks are then to be purchased. Full payment for this outing is required today. |If
you decide to travel in by train, the following times would be suitable to arrive at Southern
Cross station in plenty of time to walk over to Crown Casino for lunch to commence at 12
noon: Depart Eltham at 10.41am; Montmorency 10.44; Greensborough 10.51; Watsonia 10.55
and Macleod at 10.59. First carriage please! Please see Jean or Lola with your payment.

e Eureka Sky-Deck — Thursday 24 February 2011:
We have a good response to this outing and so far 50 people have put their names down. A
booking has been made to have lunch at the ‘Blue Train’ restaurant at 12.30 at nearby
Southbank following the Sky Deck tour. The cost for the Sky Deck will be $9.00 pp. The
plan is to travel into the city by train and a short walk will take us over to Southbank. [f you
are interested in this outing, please see Jean or Lola today. It would be appreciated if you
have put your name on the list, that you pay a small deposit today to secure your place.

Caravan/Cabin Holiday Warrnambool 21-24 March 2011 (incl):

So far we have great response to this holiday and many caravan
sites and cabins have already been booked. This is a great
region of Victoria and there will be plenty of activities planned for
a terrific few days away. So if you would like to join in, please
see John and Tom to find out more details today.

The Ghan Railway — Darwin:

John McCully has been making some enquiries about a trip next year to Darwin on the
Ghan and at our last meeting there was a good response from members regarding this
trip. John will advise us of the costs involved and would like to hear from any more
members interested in this great holiday.



Theatre and Musicals:

o The Boy from Oz — Saturday 15 January 2011:

If you have not already done so, please collect your
tickets for the matinee performance of The Boy from Oz
on Saturday 15 January 2011 at 2 pm in the State
Theatre. We are planning to have lunch at Young &
Jackson's before the show.

As usual, many are travelling in by train and the times
are as follows (first carriage!):

Depart Hurstbridge 10.46am; Diamond Creek 10.54,
Eltham 11.01; Montmorency 11.04;, Greensborough
11.08; Watsonia 11.11; Macleod 11.15.
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o Dr Zhivago — Wednesday 4 May 2011:

We have booked additional tickets for “Dr Zhivago” starring Anthony Warlow at Her
Majesty’s Theatre next year on Wednesday 4 May at 1 pm. The cost is $66.50.
Those on the waiting list from last month have now been included and a couple of
extra places are available. A deposit is required today with final payment due next
February.

o Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Love Never Dies” - Wednesday 1 June 2011:

We have also managed to get some extra tickets for “Love Never Dies” (the follow-up
to Phantom) at the Regent Theatre next year on Wednesday 1 June at 1 pm.

The cost is $60. A deposit is required next meeting with full payment due next
March. Those on waiting list have been included as with Dr Zhivago and a few places
remain. Please sign up with Dorothy today if you'd like to attend.

Rock of Ages - Saturday 30 July 2011

Expressions of interest will be invited next month for a
2 pm matinee of this 80s Rock Musical on Saturday 30
July at 2 pm at the Comedy Theatre. The costis $110.

At the January general meeting, please have a look at
the information we have about the show and leave your
name with Dorothy then if you are interested in seeing
this new production.




Special Interest Groups:

WALKING GROUP -

Second Monday of the Month at 10 am — Ann Jesty:
Walking Group - the walk for 13th December was cancelled as most of the regular walkers
were otherwise engaged! | propose that the walk to Studley Park be our walk for 14th
February 2011. The plan is to drive down to Fairfield along Heidelberg Road, past the
paper mill and Chandler Highway and then turn left from Heidelberg Road into Yarra Bend
Road. Travel up to the first block of toilets on the right and park at the car park. Melways
44:H1 (near the former Fairfield Hospital site). Please ring Ann 9439 3708 if you would like
to walk with us.

COFFEE GROUP -

Meet the first Tuesday of the Month at 10 am — Di Fletcher:
This informal get-together group will continue to meet in the
new year at Green Coffee Hub café at Greensborough Plaza.
It is proving to be very popular with club members.

CRAFT GROUP -
Meet fortnightly on Monday afternoons - Doris Colvin:

This small group have enjoyed their sessions together and are progressing well with various
projects. Doris is a very talented lady and is willing to teach any members many of her
skills. The next get-together with be in the New Year — Monday 10 January at 2.30 pm. If
you would like to join in, please speak to Doris today or contact her by phone on 9435 1849.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Meet the last Monday of the month - Ann Jesty

At our meeting we had a very fruitful discussion about our chosen book

\ with many and varied comments being made. For our summer reading we
have chosen two small books which will then be discussed at our meeting
on 31st January 2011 at the Montmorency home of Connie Carter at 4
Astley Street, Montmorency at 2.00pm. Please let Connie know if you are
unable to be there — 9435 4489. Our two books are lan McEwan's 'On

Chesil Beach' and 'The Guernsey Island Literacy and Potato Peel Society'
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.

CLASSICAL MUSICAL GROUP

To be formed in the New Year - Keith Wise: wooR
Keith would still like to hear from any more members interested in S~
joining in this classical music appreciation group which is planned g

to be up and running early in 2011, when several concerts are due <
to start about March. If you enjoy classical music of any kind, speak ] ﬁ
to Keith today and help to get this group going or contact him by
phone on 9439 0390.

l
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Diary — dates to remember:

January: A=Y
Tuesday 4 January: o /
Coffee Club — 10 am Green .
Coffee Hub café at Greensborough Plaza
Monday 10 January:

Walking Group — Studley Park

January: Michael Light from Banyule Council will
give a talk about a new volunteer program called

: i : Craft Group 2.30pm
Is_apfi I ;.vhlch assists young people learn to drive Saturday 15 January:
Boy from Oz
February: Graham Sargeant from the Silkie i | Tuesday 18 January:
Gardens Rose Nursery, Kilmore. Lunch at Conservatory — Crown Casino
Wednesday 19 January:

General Meeting

Deposit for Love Never Dies — musical
Monday 31 January:

Book Club 2pm

February:

Tuesday 1 February:

Coffee Club — 10 am Green Coffee Hub
café at Greensborough Plaza

Monday 14 February:
AR o e Walking Group — venue to be announced
BT . Monday 14 February:
Sue Bush with Peter Hitchener who was our
ouest speaker last month Craft Group 2.30 pm
Wednesday 16 February:

General meeting
Final payment for ‘Dr Zhivago'

JOKER’S CORNER Thursday 24 February:
Q. How do you know Santa has to be a man? Eureka Tower/Blue Train Restaurant
Monday 28 February:
No woman is going to wear the same ouffit Book Club

year after year!

An atheist was walking through the woods. “What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What
beautiful animals” he said to himself. As he was walking alongside the river, a 7 foot grizzly bear
came charging towards him. He ran as fast as he could but he saw that the bear was closing in
on him. He tripped and fell on the ground and rolled over to pick himself up but saw that the bear
was right on top of him reaching for him with his left paw and raising his right paw to strike him.
At that instant the atheist cried out, “Oh my God”. Time stopped, the bear froze and the forest
was silent. As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky. “You deny my
existence for all these years, teach others | don't exist and even credit creation on cosmic
accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am | to count you as a
believer?” The atheist looked directly into the light and cried, “Yes it would be hypocritical of me
to suddenly ask You to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps You could make the bear a
Christian?” “Very well’, the Voice said. The light went out, the sounds of the forest resumed and
the bear dropped his right paw, brought both paws together, bowed his head and spoke: “Lord,
bless this food for which | am about to receive through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert MP, local member for Eltham for their support in
providing the photocopying facilities for this newsletter.




