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President’s Report

Only 19 months ‘young’ and we now have 110
members and have had to start a waiting list. Well
done everyone. You should all give yourselves a
big pat on the back or better still, congratulate a
person in your club today that you do not really
know.

It is with great pleasure on behalf of the committee

that | wish each and everyone —

‘A Very Merry Christmas And
A Happy and Safe
New Year’

To all who are going away, please drive safe and
have a great holiday.

Thought for the month
Man strives for glory, honour, fame,
So that all the world may know his name,
Amasses wealth by brain and hand,
Becomes a power in the land.

But when he nears the end of life
And looks back over the years of strife
He finds that happiness depends
On none of these - but love of friends.

George McMurtry
President

REMINDERS:

e In the NEW YEAR our general meeting will start
at 10: 00am SHARP - sign in from 9.45am.
This will help the RSL and the Greensborough
Rotary Club who meet straight after us.

s Please have correct money, in properly labelled
envelopes available for any outings etc.

e A big thank you to the Montmorency RSL for
their wonderful support throughout 2008.

o If you need transport to meetings or outings,
please let committee members know.

Committee Members

The contact details for all committee
members are as follows:

George McMurtry, President
0439 4826 g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com

Di Fletcher, Vice President and
Theatre and Movies
0438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
9435 7937

Lois Johnston, Welfare
0437 514 992

Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor and
Guest Speakers
9439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Alan Field, Overseas Trips
9431 4112 alan.field2@three.com.au

Dot and David Jackson, Historians
9306 1525 dottyjackson@hotmail.com

Jean White, Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 5293

Lola Williams,Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 6605

Tom Williams, Caravan Holidays
9467 6605

John Townsend, Caravan Holidays
9435 7937




Birthdays for December:
Happy birthday to Judith Barnard, Tamara Farquhar, Wendy Gallagher, Elaine Greig, John
Howden, Judyth Keighan, John McCully, Sue McKenna, John O'Callaghan, Lesley Rowell.

Welfare:
There are no members on the ‘sick list' this month, however if we have missed anyone please let
us know as this is how we rely on keeping up to date with members welfare.

Door Prize:
Congratulations to last month’s winner - Tom Williams. No door prize will be conducted today.

Trips and tours:

o Train trip to Port Melbourne — Friday 20 November:

Despite the heat, everyone seemed to enjoy their day. Train and tram travel all went smoothly,
in fact some members were so ‘keen/terrified’ not to be late, they caught the earliest train
available — well done and thank you once again Jean and Lola for arranging this outing.

e Mpystery Bus Tour — Friday 26 February 2010:

We now have confirmed the date for this outing as above. Going by the number of members
interested so far, this is proving to be a popular idea. The cost for the day will be $45.00 which
will include morning tea and lunch. The bus will depart from the Monty RSL at 9 am and return
late that afternoon. This should be a great day out with an air of ‘mystery’ to it so be prepared
with ‘aeroguard’, hats, drink bottles, sun screen etc. A $10 deposit will be required today or at
the January general meeting with the balance to be finalised at the February general meeting.
Please see Jean or Lola today.

Dine-outs:

Last month a small group of approximately 16 members came along to our first outdoor social
get-together. We all agreed that the venue was ideal and so we are going to meet there again
on the last Friday of January - Friday 29 January at the park land at the top of the hill at
Kalparrin Gardens, Greensborough. The address is Kempston and Pinehills Street
Greensborough (Melways 10:H12). There are plenty of car parks available and also a rotunda.
If you would like to join us from 5.30pm onwards for a picnic, bbq or just nibbles and drinks,
please see either Jean or Lola for further directions. If you have suggestions for future venues
please let them know. The date for the February outdoor social get-together will be Friday 19
February and the venue will be advised at next month's general meeting.

o Bridges Restaurant, Hurstbridge — Wednesday 27 January 2010 at 12.30

We have had a good response (64) for lunch at Bridges Restaurant, Hurstbridge. The cost will
be $16.50 per person for 2 courses — mains and dessert. We would like the full payment for
this outing to be paid today, or if this is not possible at least a deposit today. The numbers will
need to be confirmed with the restaurant no later than a week before the outing so all full
payments will need to be in at the Janaury meeting. Members are to find their own way there.
The address is 1075 Heidelberg-Kinglake Road, Hurstbridge Melways 263:6B. Please see
Lois or Sandra today regarding this luncheon.

e Titanic Theatre Restaurant, Williamstown — Saturday 17 April 2010

We have had a great response to this night out and have now finalised a booking with the
restaurant for the above date. As most people have decided on the ‘First Class’ option, the
cost will be $80 plus the cost of the bus. If we book a 57 seater bus, it will be an additional
$15.50 per person or if we have a 48 seater bus it will be an additional $18.00 per person.
Don't forget to get into the spirit of it all and dress appropriately for the occasion......... | think
this is half the fun, chasing that elusive outfit at your local op shop! Please see Dorothy
Johnstone or Sue Bush today to ensure your place on the bus. Deposits will be taken from
next month and final payment will be required at March meeting
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Expressions of Interest:

A combined dine-out and day tour is planned for Tuesday 16 March 2010. The MCG tour has
been recommended to us followed by lunch at Tran Tran Vietnamese restaurant in nearby
Victoria Street Richmond. The plan is to travel in by train to Jolimont for the MCG tour then
catching a train back to North Richmond for lunch. The restaurant is very close to the station so
this would not be too difficult to manage for everyone. North Richmond is on the Hurstbridge
line so this will also make it easy to travel home. The cost has been worked out at $32.50 per
person which includes both the tour and lunch. The tour at the MCG commences at 10 am so
train times will be worked out to allow plenty of time to walk over from Jolimont station. If you
are interested in this outing, please see Lola and Jean today.

Theatre and Musicals:

Musicals have proven to be very popular throughout 2009, so Di has made bookings for a
further two upcoming musicals in 2010. Please see Di today regarding any of the following:

e West Side Story has been booked for a matinee on Wednesday 25 August 2010 in Row E of the
Dress Circle at the “Princess Theatre”. The cost will be $66.00. Expressions of interest will
be taken at this meeting and also in January and a deposit is required by February. The final
payment will be due in June.

e Mary Poppins has been booked for a matinee session on Wednesday 6 October 2010 at “Her
Majesty’s Theatre” in the Grand Circle Rows F and G. This is the top level so if you have
difficulty climbing many stairs, avoid this musical outing. Price is $61.00. Expressions of
interest will be taken today and at the January meeting and deposits taken in February. The
final payment will be due in July.

« 20 SEATS HAVE BEEN BOOKED FOR EACH OF THESE PERFORMANCES. SO PLEASE
GET YOUR NAME DOWN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

e Cats — The final payment is due in January and the performance date is 24 March 2010.

Caravan/Cabin holiday — Lakes Entrance - week commencing 3 May 2010:

Tom and John are very pleased with the response for the planned trip for May 2010. We look
forward to having a good time, more information in the New Year.

Walking Group:

About 8 members joined in for the walk through Currawong Bush Park - It was a pleasant
morning but | apologise to those who found part of the walk rather steep. The park has been
badly neglected for many years now but thanks to Brian we were able to stroll around for about
an hour before adjourning for coffee at The Pines.

The general feeling was for no walk during January which many of us felt was already crowded
enough! However | am leading a U3A walk to the Melbourne Botanical Gardens on Sunday 17
January leaving Eltham on the 10.21am train and any of you are welcome to join us. As a
matter of courtesy | would appreciate a call from any Probus member who intends coming, We
meet in the last rail carriage and following the walk will probably have a coffee in the gardens
before each making our own way home again.

For 2010 | suggest that any walker interested in assisting with the program meet briefly with me
in the morning either Friday 18 or Monday 21 December at my home 3/13 Bible Street Eltham or
in a local coffee house. | have several ideas for the year starting in February with a walk
through the Hundred Acres Woods/Park in Park Orchards - more in the January newsletter.
Already it has been suggested that at times we travel further a field or even take a day's
walk/outing in conjunction with Jean and Lola. Ideas welcome from any of you walkers.

Meantime have a Safe and Happy Christmas and successful 2010. | go away on 22 December
and will be home again early in the New Year. Ann Jesty 9439 3708




GUEST SPEAKERS

December:
morning tea break.

January:

activities in the new year.

February:

No speaker today as we will be having our Christmas lunch following on from our

Our member, Ann Jesty, will give a brief talk on U3A for Nillumbik and Banyule
regions. This will be of interest to any of our members considering taking on extra

Jenny Gowan, a Consultant Pharmacist from Northern & North Eastern Valley
Divisions of General Practice will speak about medications.

“TOKER’S CORNER”

An Aussie truckie walks into an outback cafe' with a
full-grown emu behind him. The waitress asked
them for their orders. The truckie says, 'A
hamburger, chips and a coke,' and turns to the
emu, 'What's yours?' 'I'll have the same,' says the
emu. A short time later the waitress returns with
the order. 'That will be $9.40 please,' He reaches
into his pocket and pulls out the exact change for
payment. The next day, the man and the emu
come again and he says, 'A hamburger, chips and
a coke.! The emu says, 'l have the same.' Again
the truckie reaches into his pocket and pays with
exact change. This becomes routine until the two
enter again. 'The usual?' asks the waitress. 'No, it's
Friday night, so Il have a steak, baked potato and
a salad, says the man. 'Same,' says the emu.
Shortly the waitress brings the order and says,
"That will be $32.65." Once again the man pulls the
exact change out of his pocket and places it on the
table. The waitress cannot hold back her curiosity
any longer. 'Excuse me, mate, how do you manage
to always come up with the exact change in your
pocket every time?' "Well, love' says the truckie, 'a
few years ago | was cleaning out the back shed,
and found an old lamp. When | rubbed it, a genie
appeared and offered me two wishes. My first wish
was that if | ever had to pay for anything, | would
just put my hand In my pocket and the right amount
of money would always be there.' 'That's brilliant!
says the waitress. 'Most people would ask for a
million dollars or something, but you'll always be as
rich as you want for as long as you live!' 'That's
right, whether it's a litre of milk or a Rolls Royce,
the exact money is always there,' says the man.
The waitress asks, 'What's with the bloody emu?'
The truckie sighs, pauses, and answers, 'My
second wish was for a tall bird with a great bum
and long legs, who agrees with everything that |

My wife and | were watching Who Wants To
Be A Millionaire’ while we were in bed. |
turned to her and said, “Do you want fo have
sex?” “No,” she answered. | then said, “Is that
your final answer?” She didn't even look at
me this time, simply saying “Yes.” So | said,
“Then I'd like to phone a friend.”

And that's when the fight started....

Diary — dates to remember:

Wednesday 20 January 2010:

e Monthly general meeting — new starting
time arrive at 9.45am meeting to start at
10.00 sharp.

» Final payment for Cats

e Final payment for Bridges lunch
e Deposit for Mystery Bus Tour

e Deposit for MCG/Tran Tran
Wednesday 27 January:

e Luncheon, Bridges Hurstbridge
Friday 29 January:

o Friday night casual social get-together at
Kalparrin Gardens

Monday 8 February:

e Walking group — Hundred Acres
Woods/Park in Park Orchards

Wednesday 17 February:

Monthly general meeting

Nominations for Office Bearers

Deposit for ‘West Side Story’

Deposit for ‘Mary Poppins’

Final payment for Mystery Bus tour

Final payment for MCG/Tran Tran

Friday 19 February:

e Qutdoor social get-together — venue to
be advised

Friday 26 February:

e Mystery bus tour

Tuesday 16 March

e MCG tour and lunch at Tran Tran
restaurant, Richmond

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eltham for their support in providing the
nhataoranvina facilitias far this nawslefter



