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President’s Report

A very hearty welcome to each and everyone. It is
very encouraging to see our progression over the
last 17 months. We now must start a waiting list, so
please make sure when you are talking to friends,
you advise them.

As you all know our A.G.M will be on the 17"
March 2010. We will be looking for all officers
and assistance so PLEASE make yourself available
in order to keep our wonderful club alive and well.

Thought for the Month
Make a career of humanity and you will make
a greater person of yourself,
a greater nation of your country and
a finer world to live in.

George McMurtry
President

Reminders:

e The Monty RSL would like any Probus club
members who are not already members of the RSL
to join as ‘Community Members’ for a fee of $2.00.
This will mean that we do not have to ‘sign in’ on
our arrival at the RSL for our meetings. If you have
completed your form that was provided at the last
meeting, please ensure that you submit this to Neil
Fletcher today along with the fee.

e When you are paying for any of the activities or
outings, please ensure you place your money in an
envelope clearly marked with your name, activity
and the amount in the envelope and if it is a deposit
or full payment. Envelopes are available at each
meeting.

e Make sure you only put your name down on any
‘Expressions of Interest’ list once, not 2 or 3 times
as been the case recently - very confusing for
organisers of the event to count numbers interested!

Committee Members

The contact details for all committee
members are as follows:

George McMurtry, President
0439 4826 g-rcmurtrv@hotmail.com

Di Fletcher, Vice President and
Theatre and Movies
0438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@hbigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
9435 7937

Lois Johnston, Welfare
0437 514 992

Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor and
Guest Speakers
9439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Alan Field, Overseas Trips
9431 4112 alan.field2@thres.com.au

Dot and David Jackson, Historians
9306 1525 dottyiackson@hotmail.com

Jean White, Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 5293

Lola Williams, Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 6605

Tom Williams, Caravan Holidays
9467 6605

John Townsend, Caravan Holidays
9435 7937




Trips and tours: 2
Warrnambool 9 — 11 November:

“Where’s George??” was the cry. At approximately 6.30am on Monday at the Montmorency
railway station the alarm was raised! “Where can he be, maybe he will get on at Greensborough?”
By the time the train arrived at Watsonia, all of the other 15 members were asking the same
question “Where’s George??” After several frantic mobile phone calls, he finally informed us —
he had slept in! Oh no! Well — his good son Craig hopped into the car with George and they
hightailed it into Spencer Street where he jumped out about 2 minutes before the Warrnambool
train was due to depart. Unfortunately he missed the train by about 20 seconds! However, after
waiting at Southern Cross station for several hours, that afternoon he caught the next train to
Warrnambool and was greeted by a busload of beaming Petrie Park members calling out
“Where’s George??” George was presented with an alarm clock just to be sure there were no
repeats. We noted that George was nearly always first on the bus from then on. What a great
time we had and thanks to a terrific, patient tour guide named Jeff, who was very passionate about
Warrnambool and surrounding areas, we all enjoyed ourselves immensely. We fitted such a lot in
over those three days, including swimming at Loch Ard Gorge, helicopter flights over the 12
Apostles and beyond, visiting Port Campbell for lunch and the Allenfield cheese factory for tastings
and Devonshire tea. We enjoyed wonderful meals at Macey's Bistro each night. We travelled
down to Port Fairy and Cape Bridgewater to see the wind farm and to ‘run’ along the beach. At
Portland we went on a tour on the tram and then enjoyed the most generous lunch put on by
volunteers at the Tram Museum. We also attended an outstanding ‘sound and light’ show at the
Flagstaff Hill information centre followed by a further tour there the next day. Eating, drinking and
being merry was what this holiday was all about and we can all recommend any future planned
short holidays if this is a taste of what is to come. Thank you very much to Jean for organising this
outing and making sure that everyone was looked after properly. The cry of “Where’s George??”
is still echoing from Monty to Warrnambool and back. Thanks George for the free entertainment!

George
accepting
his alarm
clock
Sfrom
Terry on
his
arrival,

‘Beach
Bells’
Dorothy,
Marie
and
Jean.

Petrie Park Probus party at Warrnambool November 2009

Train trip to Port Melbourne — Friday 20 November: o

All monies for the luncheon that has been booked must be finalised today. The times for the train to
the city are as follows: depart Diamond Creek 10.14am; Eltham 10.21am; Montmorency 10.24am;
Greensborough 10.28am; Watsonia 10.30am (first carriage please).

The light rail/tram departs from outside Southern Cross. As there is a large group travelling, not
everyone will be able to fit on the first tram that comes along. Please try to keep together and when
you do get on the tram, alight at the last stop and you will be outside the restaurant at Port Melbourne.



%)

Caravan/Cabin holiday — Lakes Entrance - week commencing 3 May 2010:

We have had a good response from members for this planned holiday at Echo Beach Tourist
Park, Lakes Entrance. There is a wide range of accommodation options available at the park.
Please see John and Tom today for details of the park or contact John by phone on 9435 7937
or Tom on 9467 6605. Members are asked to make their own booking and ask to speak to
Margaret and tell her you are with the Petrie Park Probus group.

Dine-outs:

Don't forget to come along to our first outdoor social outing to be held on Friday 27 November at the
park land at the top of the hill at Kalparrin Gardens, Greensborough. The address is Kempston and
Pinehills Street Greensborough (Melways 10:H12). There are car parks available and a rotunda. If
you would like to join us from 5.30pm onwards for a picnic, bbq or just nibbles and drinks, please
see either Jean or Lola for further directions. If you have suggestions for future venues please let
them know.

Christmas Lunch — Wednesday 16 December

We have made our Christmas lunch booking at Monty RSL to follow on from the December general
meeting (there will not be a guest speaker at this meeting). The cost for the lunch will be
subsidised from funds that have been raised throughout the year from our monthly door prize and
therefore the cost to members for lunch will be $10.00 pp and drinks can be purchased from the
bar. There will also be entertainment provided on the day. Don't forget to get into the festive spirit
and wear something ‘Christmassy’. Please see Fran to finalise the full payment of $10.00 at
today’s meeting. If you haven’t already done so, you must book and pay for the Christmas
luncheon no later than 4 December. Contact George on 94539 4826.

Bridges Restaurant, Hurstbridge — Wednesday 27 January 2010

We have had a good response to the planned luncheon at Bridges Restaurant. The cost will
be $16.50 per person for 2 courses — mains and dessert. If you are interested, please put your
name down today. The full payment for this outing must be paid by the December meeting.
Please see Lois or Sandra today regarding this luncheon.

Expressions of Interest:

e Titanic Theatre Restaurant, Williamstown — April 2010

We have had a great response to this night out and so far 48 have put their names down. It may
seem a long time before the event, but we feel that we need to give people time to consider this
outing as it is a little more expensive than our usual dine-outs. The idea is to dress for the
occasion — so ladies this will be a chance to get out all your ‘glamour wear’ from many years ago
(or visit your local Op Shop) and for the men to dress appropriately for the occasion. We will travel
by bus to Williamstown so everyone can enjoy the night without the stress of driving over there.
The cost of the meal and entertainment will be approximately $80 for First Class or $60 for
Steerage. Drinks are not included in this price. The additional cost for the bus will be worked out
later depending on the numbers interested. If you would like to join in, please see Dorothy
Johnstone today and put your name down on the list.

e  “Mystery” Bus tour — Friday 26 February 2010:

We have decided to make arrangements for a day ‘Mystery’ bus trip to an unknown destination.
These tours have been recommended by many other Probus groups. Only the bus driver
(hopefully) will know where we are going. The idea is for the bus to depart from the RSL
Montmorency at approximately 8.30am and morning tea and lunch will be provided at
“wherever???” with the bus returning some time after 5 pm. The cost will be approximately $40 for
the full day and will be finalised when we are sure there is enough interest. So if you would like to
be in for a pleasant surprise of an adventure touring around “somewhere” — put your name down
for guaranteed fun, please see Lola today.




................................................................................

i Lucy Anderson has resigned from the role of arranging Guest Speakers as from April next year. :
i Thank you for arranging such good speakers Lucy. Sue Bush has now volunteered for this position
i and would be interested to hear from members who are willing to provide a short talk (approx 10 -15 :
i minutes) if we find ourselves without a guest speaker at a general meeting. Could you please let Sue |
i know if you are available at short notice. Also if you have any ideas for suitable Guest Speakers for |
next year, please let Sue know. :

Today our guest speaker is: Mel Higgins, RACV — “Years Ahead — Road Gafety for Seniors”

December: No speaker as we will be having our Christmas lunch following the meeting.

Happy Birthday to everyone who is having a birthday during the month of November. Di will
announce your names today.

Welfare:
There are no members on the ‘sick list’ again this month. Keep healthy!

Door Prize:
Congratulations to last month’s winner - Bert Coupar. $2.00 tickets are available on arrival.

Diary — dates to remember:

Wednesday 18 November:
e Monthly general meeting

Walking Group:

On a very hot morning, five keen members met for the

November walk along Banyule Flats which despite the
heat we all enjoyed, particularly the chance of cold
drinks at the Ilvanhoe Golf Club. The walk on
December 7th will be around the Currawong Bush
Park, Warrandyte. We plan to meet at the car park in
this park entering from Reynolds Road - Melway 34:H7
at 10:00hrs. The walk should only take an hour or so
then we can adjourn to The Pines for coffee etc. As the
weather is so unpredictable at the moment the bush
park will give us some shelter from the wind and sun.
Please let me know if you intend to walk - Ann Jesty
9439 3708. | would remind all intending walkers to
wear walking shoes - there may be snakes in the park
- and bring a hat and drinking water for all our walks.
As a group we need to start thinking about our walks
for 2010, whether we want to walk locally or if we want
to venture further a field either taking public transport
or cars. | would welcome your views as well as ideas
for suitable walks.

Friday 20 November:

e Train trip to Port Melbourne

~riday 27 November 5.30 pm:

e Social picnic — Kalparrin Gardens

Friday 4 December:

e Christmas lunch must be booked
and paid for by today

Monday 7 December:

o Woalking Group — Currawong
Bush Park, Warrandyte

Wednesday 16 December:

¢ Monthly general meeting

e Christmas lunch — Monty RSL

Monday 11 January:

e Walking Group

Wednesday 13 January 2010:

¢ Monthly general meeting

Wednesday 27 January:

e Luncheon, Bridges Hurstbridge

“TOKER’S CORNER™

Fred was in the hotel wanting to sell his ‘talking centipede’ so Bill bought it. On the first day Bill
opened the box and said to the centipede — “Would you like to go for a walk?” The centipede didn’t
answer. - On the second day Bill asked him again but there was still no reply. On the third day, when
again he didn’t get an answer, Bill yelled at the centipede “You're useless, you can’t talk.” The
centipede looked up at him and said — “Hang on a minute Bill, can’t you see I'm busy putting on my
shoes!!”

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eltham for their support in providing the
photocopying facilities for this newsletter.



