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Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eltham for their support in providing the
photocopying facilities for this newsletter.

President’s Report:

I know it is early days yet, however I will be
reminding you every month that we will require
more members to act on your committee. As we
are trying to alternate a male and female
President, it is imperative we look for a male
member to learn the ropes and take over from Di
Fletcher as from on 1 April 2010. Please lend
your support

Thought for the month
We can’t all be stars, but we can all twinkle.

George McMurtry, President

Thank you:

e We would like to thank Di Fletcher for
stepping in at the April meeting when George
was not able to attend due to his bad back. It
was such short notice for Di and she handled
it very well.

e Thank you to John Townsend and Tom
Williams who have offered to join our
committee to take on joint roles as Caravan
Holiday Co-ordinators. John and Tom will
welcome any suggestions for future short
caravan/cabin holidays.

e Thank you to all involved in organising the
short holiday to Bright. A full report of this
great trip is on page 3.

e Thank you to George and Bert Coupar for
providing transport for other members
travelling to and from Bright.

e Thank you to everyone who remembers to
wear their badges, it is helpful to get to know
each other.

Committee Members
The contact details for all Committee
members are as follows:

George McMurtry, President
9439 4826 g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com

Di Fletcher, Vice President and
Theatre and Movies
9438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
9435 7937

Lois Johnston, Welfare
9432 1339

Lucy Anderson, Guest Speakers
9439 8571 |ucia2345@hotmail.com

Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor
9439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Alan Field, Overseas Trips
9431 4112 alan.field2@three.com.au

Tom Anderson, Historian
9439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com

Jean White, Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 5293

Lola Williams, Trips & Tours/Dine-outs
9467 6605

Tom Williams, Caravan Holidays
9467 6605

John Townsend, Caravan Holidays
9435 7937
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Birthdays for the month of May are: Annete McDowell, Gail Arnel, Viola Cook, Terry
Gallagher, lvan Sims, Catharina Van Rooy, Patricia Williams, Margaret Winkler and Ann Jesty.

Welfare: We have been keeping in touch with members who had been unwell over the past
few months and all are improving, including Geroge McMurtry who tells us his back is better than
it was this time last month.

Raffle: Bert Coupar was the winner last month'’s raffle - the beautiful hand crafted wooden pen
provided by John Townsend. Thank you once again John for this donation.

Dine-outs:

o Another very successful dine-out was held last month at Swiper's Gully Restaurant in
Research. The food was first class and everyone seemed to enjoy this occasion. Thank
you to Lucy Anderson for organising this great night.

e The next dine-out will be at the Cuckoo Restaurant which will be a combined bus trip/dine-out
and is to be a ‘mid-year Christmas lunch’ on Wednesday 24 June. We are advised that if
we have 45 people attending the cost will be $45 per head but if we can’'t get this many, the
cost will be $51 per person. So far we have 43 names on the list and therefore if you would
like to join us on this outing, please see Lola or Jean and put your name down today. A
deposit of $20.00 will need to be paid at today’s meeting.

o It has been suggested that we should travel up to have lunch at the Kinglake Hotel to provide
support to locals who have been effected by the ‘Black Saturday’ bushfires. The hotel has a
limited ‘Seniors Menu’ for $15.50 which will be paid individually on the day. The plan is to
travel by car to Kinglake. The date for this dine-out is Tuesday 28 July. Please see Jean or
Lola to put your name down on the list today.

Trips and tours:
Kilmore Races — Monday 20 April:

The ‘Friendship day” at the races in Kilmore was a
great success and a wonderful day was had by all
who attended. Firstly we enjoyed the stop-over at the
township of Kilmore for morning tea and then onto the
race course. Members from many metropolitan and
Victorian country Probus clubs attended. In the
‘Fashions on the Field’ competition, our club was well
represented in the various categories including Les
Robertson, Bert Coupar in ‘Best Dressed Male’, John
Fiegl and Wilma Wilby along with Fran and Bert
Coupar in ‘Best Dressed Couple’, Marie Charter in
‘Best Dressed Female’. Marie went on to win the
‘Best Hat' section in her beautiful purple hat and also
the hearts of many of the men attending the races that
day. Watch out for the next copy of ‘Probarian’ for
photographs taken of the entrants in the Fashions
stakes. Jan Howden also showed her talent by
entertaining us with an impromptu performance of her
jazz singing. There were some winners and also
some losers in the betting ring but overall a great day

for everyone. 3 Er
L Ellarie Charter celebrating her win m;‘

o X & : the category of ‘Best Hat’
Thank you George for organising this terrific outing. ' gory of
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Bright short holiday break:

What a great time we had — so much fun, and the wonderful Autumn scenery was one of the
highlights of this visit. ‘Entertainment’ was provided by many members and new games, dances,
singing and fashions were introduced during this great trip. The theme night of ‘Red’ proved to
be a big success and along with the wonderful singing of Bill Alford, many other talents that had
been previously hidden by quiet members of our club, have now been discovered! Walking, bike
riding and visits to various tourist attractions proved to be popular along with dinners at the
Alpine Hotel, fish and chips from the local shop and the best cakes to be found were at
Beechworth Bakery. Shopping at the gift shop at the Alpaca farm also proved to be popular with
the ladies! Thanks to all who organised this trip and we hope that the future caravan/cabin trips
will continue to be as much fun as this first one. We have many photos of the visit on display
today. These photos are available for sale today and if you are interested, please see Sue Bush
today. Below are just a small selection of photos to give you an idea of the fun and activities we
had up at Bright.

Crossing the swing bridge on the Jean White and Sandra Townsend in their red
‘Canvon Walk’ tinsel wigs on theme night
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Tom Anderson, Di Fletcher, Lucy Anderson,
George McMurtry and John Fiegl at the
Alpine Hotel

Les Robertson perfoi‘ming his special dance on
the first night in the Lodge

Bert, Fran and Doris at Alpine Hotel Who is this ‘mystery woman’?2?




Snowy Mountains, NSW tour - 9 — 13 November (inc.):

Today we need to confirm if there are enough people interested to go ahead with the 4 night/5
day bus tour up to the Snowy Mountains in NSW. The cost is $585.00 per person. This amount
will cover all travel, accommodation at Providence Lodge on the banks of Lake Eucumbene,
meals and guided tours. The accommodation is very good with en suites to every room. We
need to have a minimum number of 35 so we have now decided to include non-members in
order to ensure that this tour will proceed. The tourist company have given us until June to
confirm our numbers. Please see Lola Williams or Jean White for more details and put your
name down on the sheet today to register your interest.

Queen Victoria Market Foodies Tour: Thursday 27 August at 10.00 am

A booking has been made for this very informative tour of the Queen Victoria Market.
This is a combined heritage and foodies tour covering mainly the meat and delicatessen
sections. The history of the Queen Vic Market is very interesting and will be sure to
interest both male and female members of our club. The plan is to travel in by train to
Flinders Street and then catch a tram up to the market. The cost of the tour will be
$22.00 each and this will cover the guided tour with plenty of sampling along the way
and also included is morning tea - a cup of exceptionally good coffee and pastries. If
you are interested in joining in this tour, please let Jean White or Lola Williams know
today.

Theatre and Musicals:

The movie and luncheon held earlier this month at the Palace Cinema in Balwyn — “Defiance”
was well received with 22 members attending.

Di Fletcher has organised another ‘Morning Tea and Movie’ for next month at the Hoyts
Cinema centre in Greensborough for Thursday 11 June. The murder mystery/thriller movie
is ‘State of Play’ starring Russell Crowe, Ben Affleck, Helen Mirren and Rachel McAdams.
The information leaflet states: “Ser amidst the highest echelons of power, a street-wise reporier’s
friendship with a powerful politician is tested when the politician’s young female advisor is killed by
falling in front of a train. When the reporter discovers that the two were involved in an adulterous
affair and evidence emerges that she might have in fact been murdered, a complex web of intrigue
begins to unfold.”

Morning tea is served at 9.30am and the movie will commence at 10am. Please let Di
Fletcher know today if you are interested in going along so that she can advise the theatre of
the numbers attending.

Wicked — the Musical — Wednesday 27 May

Tickets for this outing have been finalised and will be distributed today by Di Fletcher.  For
all members travelling in by train, please find a seat in the first carriage. Details of train
times are as follows: Train departs Hurstbridge at 10.06am, Wattle Glen 10.10am, Diamond
Creek 10.14am, Eltham 10.21am, Montmorency 10.24am, Greensborough 10.28am,
Watsonia 10.31am and Macleod 10.35am. This train should arrive at Flinders Street station
at 11.12 am. It is planned to have lunch at the café inside Young and Jackson’s Hotel on the
cnr Flinders and Swanston Street prior to the show. Please see Di today to confirm if you
are going to join in for lunch so that she can make the final booking with the cafe for
11.15am. This will leave plenty of time to walk up to the Regent Theatre in Collins Street for
the matinee show.




Expressions of interest will be called for today by Di
Fletcher for the musical Jersey Boys. The show is
to be a Wednesday matinee in August and will be at
the Princess Theatre. We will travel in by train and
have lunch prior to the show.

e story of Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons

Tickets will be limited so you will need to get in early for this great musical. Jersey Boys is the
story of four boys from the wrong side of the tracks, who became one of the biggest American
pop music sensations of all time. Frankie Valli, Bob Gaudio, Tommy De Vito and Nick Massey
— The Four Seasons — wrote their own songs, invented their own sounds and sold 175 million
records world wide — all before they were 30yrs old. Jersey Boys features their hit songs
“Sherry”, “Big Girls don’t Cry”, “Rag Doll”, “Oh What a Night” and “Can’t Take my Eyes of You”
among others. This will be a great show for our age group and bound to get you up and out of
your seats and dancing the time away. Please speak to Di today for more details.

Morning Melodies at Monty RSL

On the last Friday of the month, during the lunch period 12 noon — 2 pm there is entertainment
included. The usual cost for lunch ie. seniors $13.50 is still the same on these Fridays. We
are appreciative of the generosity of the Montmorency RSL and would like to support them and
this would be an opportunity to do so. The Morning Melodies sessions are very popular and
therefore if you would like to join some other members of our Probus club at the luncheon,
please let George know.

Walking Group: GUEST SPEAKERS:

The walking group had another successful
and very brisk walk on Monday 4™ May
walking from Diamond Creek to Eltham
followed by coffee at a local coffee shop.
The next walk is planned for Monday 1%
June when we shall meet at Westerfolds
Park, Anderson Street entrance and car park
at 10.00am. The walk around the park is
about 4 kilometres so the thought is that we
shall venture along the ‘bush tracks’ to
lengthen it. We then plan to walk up to the
café on the corner of Anderson and James
Streets, approximately 500 metres, for
coffee. Future walks have been suggested
from Eltham Lower Park to Beasley's
Nursery, along the river approximately 5-6
kilometres, have coffee and/or lunch before
walking back to the park. Perhaps other
members have some ideas - Bundoora Park
and Mt Cooper have also been suggested
for the future. Again please let me know
(9439 3708) who plans to walk as | need the
names for our insurance purposes.

Last month’s invited guest
speaker, Mr Chris McMillan,
was very interesting and
many of us enjoyed his
great sense of humour. He

made magic seem SO
simple!!

Today's guest speaker is Ken Jepson,
Bee Keeper.

June: Carolyn Creed, from the Victorian
Fruit and Vegetable market will give an
informative talk of the operations of this
very busy market.

July: Kay Milner will provide information
about the services available to residents
at our local Community Health Centres.

Don’t forget that if you have any ideas for
guest speakers, please let Lucy
Anderson know — 9439 8571.




“Toker’sy Covner”

A tour bus driver is driving with a bus load of seniors
down a highway when he is tapped on his shoulder by a
little old lady. She offers him a handful of peanuts,
which he gratefully munches up. After about 15
minutes, she taps him on his shoulder again and she
hands him another handful of peanuts. She repeats this
gesture about five more times. When she is about to
hand him another batch again ...he asks the little old
lady, "Why don't you eat the peanuts yourself?' "We can't
chew them because we've no teeth', she replied. The
puzzled driver asks, "Why do you buy them then?" The
old lady replied, "We just love the chocolate around
them.'

00—00—00—00

Wanda's dishwasher quit working so she called a
repairman. Since she had to go to work the next day, she
told the repairman, 'T1l leave the key under the mat. Fix
the dishwasher, leave the bill on the counter, and I'll mail
you a cheque.' 'Oh, by the way don't worry about my
dog Spike, he won't bother you. But, whatever you do,
do not, under ANY circumstances, talk to my parrot! [
REPEAT, DO NOT TALK TO MY PARROT!!!" When
the repairman arrived at Wanda's apartment the
following day, he discovered the biggest, meanest
looking dog he had ever seen. But, just as she had said,
the dog just lay there on the carpet watching the
repairman go about his work. The parrot, however, drove
him nuts the whole time with his incessant yelling,
cursing and name calling. Finally the repairman
couldn't contain himself any longer and yelled, ' Shut
up, you stupid ugly bird! '"To which the parrot replied,
'Get him, Spike!" See - men just don't listen!

00—00—00—00

With all the new technology regarding fertility recently,
a 65-year-old friend of mine was able to give birth.
When she was discharged from the hospital and went
home, I went to visit. 'May I see the new baby?' I asked.
Not yet,' she said. 'T'll make coffee and we can have a
chat for awhile." Thirty minutes had passed, and I asked,
'May I see the new baby now?' 'No, not yet,' She said.
After another few minutes had elapsed, I asked again,
'May I see the baby now? 'No, not yet,' replied my
friend, Growing very impatient, I asked, "Well, when
can I see the baby?" 'When he cries!' she told me.
“When he cries?' I demanded. "Why do I have to wait
until he cries? 'Because I forgot where I put him -
Okay.?!!

Diary — dates to remember:

20 May —
e Monthly general meeting
e Deposits for ‘Cuckoo’ restaurant

27 May —
e Wicked the Musical and lunch

1 June —
e Walking group — Westerfolds Park

11 June -
e Movie at Hoyts Cinemas
Greensborough

17 June —

o Monthly general meeting

e Final payment for ‘Cuckoo’ restaurant

¢ Final numbers required for Snowy
Mountains short holiday

24 June —

e Bus trip to ‘Cuckoo’ restaurant
©July -

e Walking group — venue to be advised
15 July —

e Monthly general meeting

28 July —
e Lunch at Kinglake Hotel

3 August —
e Walking group — venue to be advised

19 August —
e Monthly general meeting

27 August —
e Queen Vic Market Foodies Tour

7 September -
e Walking group — venue to be advised

16 September -
e Monthly general meeting

9-13 November (inc.) —
e Snowy Mountains trip




