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February 2009

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eitham for their support in providing the
photocopying facilities for this newsletter.

President’s Report

What an excellent day we had on the 4™ February
when we went to see Billy Elliot. We could have
ended up at Lilydale instead of Melbourne, but no
one will own up to that. Little bit too much talking
as our back carriage became the front. Thanks to
a fluke stop at Parliament we actually arrived
earlier. Maybe too much socialising is not such a
bad idea!

Please remember our Annual General Meeting
18" March 2009. All positions will become
vacant; however ihe cunient committce is
prepared to stand again. There are some
committee members holding two positions and for
the club to continue we need to all have
understudies. Remember the club is bigger than
the individual so please fill in a nomination form
today, it will be greatly appreciated.

We must all spare a thought for our families,
friends, loved ones, and all those who have been
affected by the devastations caused over the last
few weeks.

Thought for the Month

Courage doesn’t always roar, sometimes it is
the little voice at the end of the day that says,
“I'll try again tomorrow.”

George McMurtry, President

New Committee Members:

We are pleased to welcome two new members
to our Committee. Jean White and Lola
Williams have volunteered to work together in
the role of Trips and Tours, relieving our busy
President, George McMurtry of this important
role. Jean and Lola will have news of some
interesting day trips that will be planned over
the next few weeks.

»/\
'l'
U)

Contact details for current committee
members are as follows:

George McMurtry, President
9439 4826 g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com

Dianne Fletcher, Vice President and
Theatre and Movies
9438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
9435 7937

Lois Johnston, Welfare
9432 1399

Lucy Anderson, Guest Speakers
9439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com

Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor
0439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’
0439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Alan Field, Overseas Trips
9431 4112 alan.field2@three.com.au

Tom Anderson, Historian
9439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com

Jean White, Trips & Tours
9467 5293

Lola Williams, Trips & Tours
9467 6605




Annual General Meeting:

We are due to have our AGM on 18 March 2009. The annual fee will remain at $25.00 per
member for the year. We would like to remind everyone that these fees are due to be paid at
the general meeting to be held on 15 April 2009. Therefore would each member please take
an envelope prior to the April meeting and mark on it your name, an amount $25.00 and the
word FEES. This will-help our treasurer a great deal.

Membership:

It was decided to increase our membership number to 110. We have been advised by
Probus-South Pacific By-Law Article 2 — ‘that membership of this club shall be contingent
upon attendance at regular meetings of not less than fifty percent in any club year,
subject to leave of absence in cases of sickness or on any other reasonable grounds.’
This rule will come into effect for those joining on or after 1 April, for the 2009-2010 (Probus
year). After 1 April 2009, any member who has not attended the required number of meetings
will be notified in writing and requested to confirm their plans to continue to be a member of
our club. This may free up our numbers and reduce the waiting list.

George McMurtry, President

Raffle:
Congratulations Dorothy Johnstone, who is the winner of last month’s raffle.

Birthdays for the month of February are:
Judith Barnard, Gwen Alderson, Joan Horsfall, Barbara Lewis, Brian Limmer and
Norma McKeon.

Dine out at Swiper’s Gully, Research - Change of date/cost.

The date for this dine-out has now been changed to Wednesday 29 April 2009. The restaurant
has advised that due to training of staff, it will not be open to the public on the date that we had
previously booked for (1 April). We are sorry about this, but it is out of our control. The cost of
the three course dinner will be $25.00 per person not as previously advised ($22.50 for
two courses). Please advise Di Fletcher today if you can attend on this revised date.

Tripns and tours:

1 Point Cook Aviation Museum — Thursday 19 March: Bookings for this tour of the
museum and homestead will need to be finalised today. The cost of the outing is $33 per
person which includes the bus fare, morning tea and lunch and a guided tour. If you have
already made a booking, please ensure that your full payment has been provided in an
envelope marked clearly with your name and the amount.

2. Railway trip and lunch to Brighton Beach — Wednesday 25 March: It has been
proposed that members would like to join in a visit to the Milano Hotel, Brighton for a ‘seniors
lunch’ ($13.00 for one course or $14.50 for two courses) travelling by train to Brighton. This
is considered to be a reasonably cost effective way of spending time and getting to know
other members. Meet in the last carriage of the train departing Hurstbridge station at 9.46;
Diamond Creek 9.54; Eltham 10.01; Montmorency 10.04; Greensborough 10.08 and
Watsonia 10.11. The train should arrive at Flinders Street at 10.43. Then we could catch the
train departing Flinders Street for Sandringham at 10.57 and this would allow us to arrive at
Brighton in plenty of time for lunch. The train station at Brighton is only a few metres from the
hotel and the view from the hotel over the bay is very nice indeed. Please advise Jean
White or Lola Williams today if you would be interested in joining in this outing.
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3. Kilmore Races — Monday 20 April: A ‘Friendship day” at the races in Kilmore has
been arranged to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Probus clubs in Victoria. The cost
of this outing has been set at $40 per head and that includes entry to races and book,
lunch, drinks, and entertainment. We need to discuss the options for travelling to Kilmore.
George will outline the cost for taking a bus from Montmorency. This will of course depend
on the confirmed number of members for this outing. Deposits should be finalised today.

‘Expression of Interest’ for future trips and tours:

An Expression of Interest sheet will be displayed at our monthly meetings to ensure that we
are catering for anticipated numbers of members interested in undertaking the trips. Today we
have put forward the two following options: (1) Bus trip to SPC factory in Shepparton and (2)
Bus and train trip to Maldon. If you are interested in either (or both) trips, please see Lola
Williams or Jean White for details and put your name down on the sheet today and then if
these outings are of interest to members, we will make further plans for the date and costing
for these trips.

Billy Elliot — the Musical:

Thank you Di Fletcher for organising the great day we had at the theatre. We had quite an
adventure starting with a 20 minute delay in departure time from the Eltham railway station....
When we eventually arrived at Flinders Street Station, we were all talking so much we missed
the station master's announcement and found ourselves travelling on the same train back to
Lilydale! - had to get off the train at Richmond station and ‘high tail it' up to another platform to
catch the next train back to Parliament station (with only one minute to spare!). After a re-
scheduled but pleasant lunch at the Spaghetti tree, we made it to the theatre to watch this
terrific show. After the show, Di realised she had left her sunglasses behind. She was told by
theatre staff that she wasn't allowed to go back in and then she missed the train back to
Diamond Creek. At Parliament Station, other members were given a warning on the etiquette
of how to stand on the platform awaiting the arrival of the train and not be a hindrance to other
passengers! However, all in all, we had a really enjoyable day. Thanks again Di for organising
this outing.

Wicked — the Musical — Wednesday 27 May

A tentative booking has been made for 20 people for the matinee session at 1 pm. The cost of
the ticket will be $62.00. A deposit for this outing will be required at the March meeting and the
balance will need to be paid at the April meeting to secure your seat. This will again be a first
in best dressed’ option so if you are interested please see Di Fletcher today.
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11-15 May 2009 (incl) at the ‘Bright Caravan Park’, Cherry Avenue, Bright.

There are still vacancies available for the lodge accommodation and we have negotiated with
the owner to extend the final date for booking of the lodge to hopefully encourage more
members to join us and also to ask friends or relatives if they would like to come on this short
holiday. Members can enquire directly with the Bright Caravan Park for cedar cabins to see if
there are still any available. Don't forget to mention that you are with the Petrie Park Probus
Club when make an enquiry about these cabins, as a discount will then be taken from the fee.

Please speak to either George McMurtry or Sue Bush today for further information.




GUEST SPEAKERS:

e What a great speaker we had last month — Terry Gallagher, who is a foundation member with our
club, gave a very interesting and entertaining talk about his recent encounter with the ways and
means of dealing with prostate cancer. Thanks so much for enlightening our club with the various
procedures you had to undertake. As Terry said, in future we will pause and consider an
alternative use of a tea strainer!

e Guest Speaker for our February meeting to be advised today by George

WANTED - PETRIE PARK PROBUS CLUB SPEAKERS:

= |f you have something interesting to say

= |f you can talk for 5,10,15 or more minutes

= |f you would like help preparing a speech

» |f you would like to rehearse with a small audience

Put yourself on the list of potential speakers. Meeting dates and times to be announced. Venue will be
at the home of Terry and Wendy Gallagher at 185 Kangaroo Ground — Wattle Glen Road, Wattle Glen

(Phone: 9438 3598). Bring a plate (eats) along with pen and paper (for note taking).

“Joker’'y Covner”

‘Shopping’

“Can | have some Irish sausages, please?”
asked the lIrishman, walking up to the
counter. The assistant looked at him and
asked “Are you lIrish?" “If | had asked you for
Italian sausages, would you ask me if | was
Italian?” demanded the Irishman indignantly.
“Or, if | asked for German bratwurst, would
you ask me if | was German?” Then,
warming to his theme, he went on: “Or if |
asked you for a Kosher hot dog, would you
ask me if | was Jewish?” “Or, if | asked you
for a Taco, would you ask me if | was
Mexican?” “Would ya? Would ya?” The
assistant tried to answer him, “Well, no sir.”
Suitably encouraged by the success of his
logic, the Irishman steps it up a gear. “And if
| asked you for frogs' legs, would you ask
me if | was French?” “What about Danish
bacon, would you ask me if | was Danish?”
“Well no sir, | probably would not” conceded
the assistant. So, now bursting with
righteous indignation, the Irishman says:
“Well, all right then, why did you ask me if
I'm Irish just because | asked for Irish
sausages?” The assistant replied, “Because
you're in Bunnings, you idiot.”

I don't know.

whatever 1 don't even

happened 1o think we got

our sexval a christmas
relations? card from them

Diary - dates to remember

26 February 2009:
Happy Hour drinks — see attached
18 March 2009:

Petrie Park Probus AGM
19 March 2009:

Point Cook Aviation Museum and
Homestead
26 March 2009:

Train trip to Brighton/Milano Hotel
15 April 2009:

Annual fee of $25.00 due
20 April 2009:
Friendship Day — Kilmore Races
29 April 2009:

Swiper’s Gully Restaurant
11 — 15 May 2009:

Bright Caravan Park
26 May 2009:

Wicked the Musical




