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President’s Report

What a wonderful time was had by all at our
Christmas break up. If you want to learn any dance
steps just ask Marie Charter. I am sure she knows
them all plus a few extras. A great meal and very
good service once again from the RSL. The
entertainment was excellent and a very good time
was had by all. I take this opportunity on behalf of
your committee to wish each and every one of you
a very safe wonderful and happy 2009.

TOAST TO THE FUTURE
Here’s to the old year here’s to the new,
Here’s to visions and dreams coming true,
A world filled with harmony, peace for mankind,
With bounty for sharing and want hard to find.

A toast to the future, and all it can hold,
With moments to treasure and love to enfold,
With hope for tomorrow, dispelling all fears,
And faith growing stronger and warming the years.
Go forward with courage, no doubt or dismay,
The future is waiting, beginning today.

George McMurtry, President

Diary - dates to remember:

4 February 2009:

Billy Elliot — the musical

18 March 209:

Petrie Park Probus Annual General Meeting
19 March 2009:

Tour of Point Cook Aviation Museum and
Homestead

1 April 2009:

Swiper’s Gully Restaurant

15 April 2009:

Annual fee of $25.00 due

11 — 15 May 2009:

Bright Caravan Park
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Committee Members

Contact details for current committee
members are as follows:

George McMurtry, President
9439 4826 g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com

Dianne Fletcher, Vice President
9438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
9435 7937

Lois Johnston, Welfare
9432 1399

Lucy Anderson, Guest Speakers
9439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com

Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor
9439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

Alan Field, Overseas Trips
9431 4112 alan.field2@three.com.au

Tom Anderson, Historian
0439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com
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Annual General Meeting:

We are due to have our AGM on 18" March 2009. At the last committee meeting,
Treasurer Sandra Townsend, presented a budget for the financial year 2009-2010 and
we are able to confirm that the annual fee will remain at $25.00 per member for the
year. It is also time to think about your club. All positions will become vacant and if
you want to nominate for a position please do so, if not the current committee will carry
on for another twelve months, however all positions need an assistant to enable the
club to continue. Please do not be backward in coming forward.

We would like to remind everyone that these fees are due to be paid at the general
meeting to be held on 15 April 2009. Therefore would each member please take an
envelope prior to the April meeting and mark on it your name, an amount $25.00 and
the word FEES. This will help our treasurer a great deal.

George McMurtry, President

Birthdays for the month of January Welfare:

are:
John Feigl, Lucy Anderson, Julie Martin is continuing with her
Dot Jackson, Molly Lovel, treatment and we wish her a speedy
Lyn Ritson, Lynette Spark recovery.

And Lola Williams.
Happy birthday to you all.

Raffle:

Congratulations Judy Greenway, who is the winner of last month’s raffle, a $25 voucher for
the Montmorency RSL. Don'’t forget to buy your $2.00 ticket on your arrival at the monthly
meeting. Good luck!

Dine-outs

First dine-out for 2009 - Swiper’s Gully, Research:

The date for this dine-out is Wednesday 1 April 2009 and will commence at 6pm. Members
have shown a keen interest in this dine-out and numbers are filling fast. The cost of the two
course dinner will be $22.50 per person. See Lucy Anderson today if you would like to be
included in this dine-out.

Trips and tours:

1. Marysville:

The bus trip to Marysville, including the tour of Brunos Art and Sculpture garden was very
enjoyable. Fortunately the weather was kind to us, although cooler than expected, and both
the stop at Winneke (Sugar Loaf) Dam for morning tea and the Marysville bakery for lunch were
ideal. Sorry there are no photos for this trip in today’s newsletter but will try to do so in future
editions.

Unfortunately we were not able to fill the bus on this occasion and we have now decided to put
out “feelers’ for numbers who would be interested in future bus trips prior to making bookings to
ensure that we have the right sized coach and therefore have the trip costed correctly.
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2. Billy Elliot — the Musical: 4 February 2009. Prior to the afternoon session at the

theatre, Di Fletcher has booked at the Spaghetti Tree Restaurant, 59 Bourke Street, Melbourne
for a light luncheon at 12 noon for 20 people. We will be travelling on the train leaving
Hurstbridge at 10.46am, Eltham at 11.01am, Montmorency at 11.04am, Greensborough
11.08am and Watsonia at 11.11am. We are to travel in the last carriage of the train, however if
anyone would prefer to meet us at the restaurant, please let Di know today.

3. Point Cook Aviation Museum and homestead:

A tentative booking has been made for a bus tour to the Point Cook Aviation Museum and
homestead for Thursday 19 March 2009. Morning tea and lunch will be provided along with a
guided tour. The cost for the day’s outing will be $33 per person. Numbers will be limited to 45
and Sandra Townsend will take names of members who would like to join in this activity.
Please take an envelope today.
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11-15 May 2009 (incl) at the ‘Bright Caravan Park’, Cherry Avenue, Bright.

How does the chance of enjoying pleasant Autumn days and fun nights spent with friends,
long leisurely walks, long leisurely lunches at cafes, wineries, boutique breweries, spectacular
scenery, beautiful wildlife, lovely country drives to interesting historical townships sound to
you? Playing Bocci during the day, playing cards or maybe ‘Yahtzee' or other board games,
dancing and singing, enjoying a joke or two along with a good wine either at the campfire or in
the recreation room at the lodge? Why not come along and join other members on our
planned short holiday break in Bright?

There are still vacancies available for the lodge accommodation and we have negotiated with
the owner to extend the final date for booking of the lodge to hopefully encourage more
members to join us and also to ask friends or relatives if they would like to come on this short
holiday. The more people who are able to go, the lower the overnight fees for the
accommodation will be. Members can enquire directly with the Bright Caravan Park for cedar
cabins to see if there are still any available. Don’t forget to mention that you are with the
Petrie Park Probus Club when make an enquiry about these cabins, as a discount will then be
taken from the fee.

Please speak to either George McMurtry or Sue Bush today for further information.

MEMBERSHIP:

It was decided to increase our membership number to 110. We have been advised by Probus-
South Pacific By-Law Article 2 — ‘that membership of this club shall be contingent upon
attendance at reqular meetings of not less than fifty percent in any club year, subject to leave of
absence in cases of sickness or on any other reasonable grounds.’ This rule will come into
effect for those joining on or after the 1%t April, the 2009-2010 (Probus year), and any such
member who has not attended the required number of meetings will be notified in writing.

George McMurtry, President



GUEST SPEAKERS:

o At our last meeting in December, we were given two interesting talks relating to travel
tours to Tasmania, including a guest from the ‘Spirit of Tasmania’ who outlined the
enjoyment of travelling aboard this passenger ferry to Tasmania. Alan Field, who is a
member of our club, also spoke about the pleasure of cruises. Alan is quite keen for
any members to contact him on 9431 4112 or email alan field2@three.com.au regarding
this style of travel and he will also provide further information throughout the coming
months of any plans for international or domestic cruises.

e Our advertised guest speaker for January has now been replaced by our member Terry
Gallagher who will speak on the subject “The Gentleman’s Club”. Terry had originally
offered to speak in December. Thank you Terry for changing your plans at such short
notice in December and we look forward to hearing your talk today.

o Guest Speakers have been booked for the February, March and April meetings — they
are from Eltham Fire Brigade, Crime Stoppers and Chris McMillan who is a Magician.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for guest speakers for future meetings, please contact
. Lucy Anderson on telephone 9439 8571 or email Jucia2345@hotmail.com

“Joker’y Corner”

An elderly man in Queensland had owned a A little thought to reflect on -

large property for several years. He had a

dam in one of the lower paddocks where he If you love something, set it free;

had planted mango and avocado trees. The If it comes back, it will always be yours.
dam had been fixed up for swimming when it If it doesn't come back, it was never

was built and he also had some picnic tables
placed there in the shade of the fruit trees.

One evening the old farmer decided to go
down to the dam to look it over, as he hadn't
been there for a while. He grabbed a ten
litre bucket to bring back some fruit. As _he money and doesn't realise that you had
neared th? darp, he heard voices shouting set it free ... you either married it or
and laughing with glee. As he came closer : :
\ gave birth to it!!

he saw it was a bunch of young women
skinny-dipping in his dam. He made the
women aware of his presence and they all
went to the deep end. One of the women
shouted to him, 'We're not coming out until
you leave!' The old man frowned, 'l didn't
come down here to watch you ladies swim
naked or make you get out of the dam
naked.! Holding the bucket up he said, 'I'm
here to feed the crocodiles.’

yours to begin with.

BUT — if it just sits around in your living
room, messes up your stuff, eats your
food, uses your telephone, takes your

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eltham for their support in providing the
photocopying facilities for this newsletter.




