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President’s Report @ (@
What a great time was had by all on the " /]
7

Tram Boat, wonderful crew and excellent fish
and chips (see page 3). We can arrange
other functions on this boat so if you are

interested, please talk to a committee Committee Members
member.

Contact details for current committee
On behalf of the committee, | take this members are as follows:
opportunity to wish each and every one of
you ‘A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND George McMurtry, President
A SAFE HAPPY NEW YEAR.* 9439 4826 g-mcmurtry@hotmail.com
For those who are going away, have a Dianne Fletcher, Vice President
wonderful holiday. Those who are staying at 9438 1215 fletchernd@hotmail.com

home, do not forget our Marysville trip as this
is held before our January general meeting.

Thought for the month

Fran Coupar, Secretary
9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com

. . . Sandra Townsend, Treasurer
No one ever ruined their eyesight 9435 7937

by looking on the bright side.
Lois Johnston, Welfare

George McMurtry, President 9432 1399

Lucy Anderson, Guest Speakers
Envelope System: 9439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com
We feel this is a good system, but some
members still do not fully understand it. Sue Bush, Newsletter Editor
Please mark clearly on the envelope: 9439 3042 suebush@optusnet.com

1. Your name/names Bert Coupar, ‘Meet and Greet’

2. The function i.e. “Tramboat 9439 5514 fcoupar@bigpond.com
3. The amount you are paying

Woiild vo i S B Alan Field, Overseas Trips

o i a5 e d el Wan B 94314112 alan field2@three.com.au
always carry change as our time is limited at Tom Anderson, Historian

the tea break. Where possible we will give 0439 8571 lucia2345@hotmail.com
you plenty of notice so you may take home
an envelope and bring it back to our next
meeting with the correct amount included.




Birthdays for the month of December Welfare:

are: Julie Martin has recently been in hospital for
Tom Anderson major surgery. We are all thinking of you
Patti Ashton Julie and wish you a speedy recovery.
Rosa Boyd
Tamara Farghar Raffle: ) ] _
Wendy Gallagher Congratulations Denise Cronin, who is the

Ssithi Kinost winner of last month's raffle, a $25 voucher for

'oro y Aangsion the Montmorency RSL. Don't forget to buy your
Bill McKenna $2.00 ticket on your arrival at the monthly
meeting. Good luck!

Name and Shame:

Unfortunately, there isn't enough room in the newsletter this month to include the full list of
members who have forgotten to wear their badges recently but we have heard various excuses,
eg. “changed my handbag and badges were in there”; “ had to rush out the door™; “left it in the last
jacket | wore”; “the grandkids took it to school” — yeah right!!  No more excuses......

HO HO HO -
IT’S OFF TO THE MONTY RSL WE GO

Plans have been finalised for our Christmas lunch at Montmorency RSL, for this Friday 19
December at midday. The cost of the luncheon is $24 per person to be paid on the day. We
are expecting over 85 members to attend, so it will be a great day.

See George McMurtry today for more details and to finalise your booking.

First dine-out for 2009 Swiper’s Gully, Research:

The date for this dine-out is Wednesday 1 April 2009 and will commence at 6pm. Members have
shown a keen interest in this dine-out and numbers are filling fast. The cost of the two course
dinner will be $22.50 per person. See Lucy Anderson today if you would like to be included in
this outing.

Trips and tours:

1. Marysville day trip Friday 16 January: *** URGENT REMINDER etk

This is the first outing for 2009 and we still need to ‘fill the bus’ so if you have any friends who
would like to join us on the day, please see Lois Johnston or George McMurtry today. The
cost is $36. Anyone who has already booked will need to finalise the full payment at today's
meeting. This will be a very pleasant day trip and we hope that we can have some more
members or friends join us and enjoy the outing. The bus will depart from Montmorency RSL at
9am sharp on 16 January, 2009.

2. Point Cook Aviation Museum and homestead

A tentative booking has been made for a bus tour to the Point Cook Aviation Museum and
homestead for Thursday 19 March 2009. Morning tea and lunch will be provided along with a
guided tour. The cost for the day's outing will be $33 per person. Numbers will be limited to 45
and Sandra Townsend will take names of members who would like to join in this activity. Please
take an envelope today.
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3. Billy Elliot — the Musical: The booking has been finalised and tickets are now
being distributed for this outing today. Some people have decided to travel in by train
and to have lunch prior to the matinee. The plan is to catch the train leaving
Hurstbridge at 10.46 am and to sit in the last carriage. This train will arrive in the city
in plenty of time for us to have lunch at the ‘Spaghetti Tree’ which is close by the
theatre. If you are interested in travelling in and lunching together, please see Di
Fletcher today. A booking for lunch will be made prior to the day.

4. Tramboat:

We had a terrific night out on the Tramboat. The weather was kind to us and even though it was
a bit cold and cloudy, the views of the city on the return trip to Victoria Dock from Williamstown
were outstanding. The commentary from the Captain and his crew was first class and we learnt a
great deal about the workings of the very busy Port of Melbourne and the development of the
Docklands. We were also entertained by Bill Alford's wonderful singing, thanks Bill. The fresh
fish and chips and slices were well received. Our President gave a great display of how to wear a
life jacket and was rewarded with a lolly pop!! If this is going to be the usual standard for our
outings, we are in for some great times. Above are some photos taken on the night. We also
have some other photos for you to check out on the display board during morning tea break.

Spe
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The bookings for our planned 4 day visit to Bright are still being finalised. As you know, we
have made a tentative booking for 11—15 May 2009 (incl) at the ‘Bright Caravan Park’, Cherry
Avenue, Bright. We have negotiated with the owner to extend the final date for booking of the
lodge accommodation. This is to hopefully encourage more members to join us and also to ask
friends or relatives if they would like to come on this short holiday. The more people who go will
lower the overnight fees for the lodge accommodation. Enquiries can be made for cedar cabins
to see if there are still any available. Don't forget to mention that you are with the Petrie Park
Probus Club if you make ah enquiry about the cedar cabins, as the discount will then be taken

from your fee. Please speak to either George McMurtry or Sue Bush today for further
information.

MEMBERSHIP:

It was decided to increase our membership number to 110. We have been advised by Probus-
South Pacific By-Law Article 2 — ‘that membership of this club shall be contingent upon
attendance at regular meetings of not less than fifty percent in any club year, subject to leave of
absence in cases of sickness or on any other reasonable grounds.” This rule will come into
effect for those joining on or after the 15t April, the 2009-2010 (Probus year), and any such
member who has not attended the required number of meetings will be notified in writing.
George McMurtry, President



Guest Speakers: Diary - dates to remember:

17 December 2008:
e Last general meeting for year
e Full payment for Marysville bus trip

19 December 2008:
Christmas lunch Montmorency RSL

16 January 2009:

e Today — one of our members, Terry Marysville — bus trip

Gallagher, has offered to give a brief
talk entitied “The Men’s Club” . 21 January 2009:

e At our 14 January 2009 meeting, the First general meeting for the new year
guest speaker will be a former member L
ot the Vienna Boys Choir, Olav g.';e‘g'{!at"y fg”g- -
Schappaeher. Whilst touring Australia illy Elliot — the musica
with the choir at the beginning of World 19 March 2009:
War II, Olav was unable to retum to Tour of Point Cook Aviation Museum
Europe and has remained here since

: , . and Homestead

and gives a very interesting talk. Should

not be missed. 1 April 2009:
If you have any ideas or suggestions for guest Swiper's Gully Restaurant
speakers for the New Year, please contact 11 — 15 May 2009:

Lucy Anderson on telephone 9439 8571 or

email lucia2345@hotmail.com Bright Caravan Park

Joker’s Corner

THIS IS WHY WE LOVE OLD PEOPLE:

A farmer stopped by the local mechanic’s shop to have his truck fixed. They couldn't do it
while he waited, so he said as he didn't live far away, he would just walk home. On the way
home he stopped at the hardware store and bought a bucket and a gallon of paint. He then
stopped by the feed store and picked up a couple of chickens and a goose. However,
struggling outside the store he now had a problem - how to carry his entire purchases home.
While he was scratching his head, he was approached by a little old lady who told him she
was lost. She asked, 'Can you tell me how to get to 1603 Mockingbird Lane?' The farmer
said, 'Well, as a matter of fact, my farm is very close to that house. | would walk you there
but | can't carry this lot.' The old lady suggested, 'Why don't you put the can of paint in the
bucket, carry the bucket in one hand, put a chicken under each arm and carry the goose in
your other hand?' "Why thank you very much,' he said and proceeded to walk the old girl
home. On the way he said 'Let's take a short cut and go down this alley. Wwe'll be there in no
time.! The little old lady looked him over cautiously then said, “l am a lonely widow without a
husband to defend me. How do | know that when we get in the alley you won't hold me up
against the wall, pull up my skirt, and have your way with me?' The farmer said, 'Holy
smoke lady! I'm carrying a bucket, a gallon of paint, two chickens, and a goose. How in the
world could | possibly hold you up against the wall and do that?' The old lady replied, 'Set
the goose down, cover him with the bucket, put the paint on top of the bucket, and I'll hold
the chickens.......

Our thanks to the office of Steve Herbert, MP, local member for Eltham for their support in providing the
photocopying facilities for this newsletter.




