
1 
 

February 2022   

 
President 
Greg Thompson 
0435 791562 
eypc.president@gmail.com  
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0422 973 081 
eypc.secretary@gmail.com 
 

 
Newsletter Editor 
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Members Please Note - Engadine Yarrawarrah Probus Club will be meeting on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 

our New Venue – Club Heathcote 24 Oliver St, Heathcote NSW 2233  at TIME10:00 am CONTACT DETAILS: Member 

apologies/Visitors 0423152018 or Email: eypc.membership@gmail.com 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE for FEBRUARY 2022 

What can you say when I have not seen all of you for 

several months? 

There has been a morning tea this month and an 

impromptu picnic organised by Greg Deane when his 

other Opal Tripper excursions had to be cancelled due to 

the Covid 19 virus. This was such a great afternoon 

starting at 5.00pm and finishing about 8.00pm. There 

were 37 members who attended and the Council supplied 

barbeques were given a good work out. Much chatter and 

mixing until I was advised that Glen and Jill Fitzpatrick, who were to be 

inducted as full members at the January club meeting were in attendance, so I 

inducted them in Cooper Park. All legal, but I will introduce them at the 

February meeting to the rest of our enthusiastic members. 

It will also be the penultimate meeting of your current committee and 

organisers. Being involved at this level is a very satisfying experience.This leads 

me into asking those who would like to be part of this club’s management 

team either as an executive committee member of an activity organise….NOW 

IS THE TIME NOMINATE FOR A POSITION. 

We already have several nominations and it is good to see some fresh blood 

getting involved. It looks like this year will see a completely new set of 

members leading the way. What a bright future we have ahead of us.  

The February meeting to be held on 23rd of February will be the new special 

meeting for those new members who were to be inducted in January. 

For those members who are recovering from ongoing health issues I send my 

best wishes for a speedy recovery and look forward to being in your company 

soon. 

A reminder that Club Heathcote has advised until further notice only double 

vaccinated people can enter the premises. 

See you on the 23rd at 10.00am 

PS …Read Evon’s message for greater detail about how your $21 will be spent 

over the next 12 months  GREG. 
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Congratulations and welcome to our New 

members inducted at the barbeque 

Glen and Jill Futzpatrick 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT January 2022. 

PLEASE READ ALL OF THIS VERY LONG REPORT  

On Wednesday 16th Feb your committee met and for the 4th time 

going over our finances for the next Probus year.  

In 2020 when we were first unable to attend Connect Church, we 

knew that other clubs were looking into following our lead as the 

Church was an excellent venue and not as expensive as venues the 

other clubs were using. Other venues were telling clubs to find alternate meeting places. 

Expecting to be able to return to the Church in the near future we continued our monthly 

rent payments there for fear of losing our booking to another club willing to pay more. We 

were exhibiting loyalty to the Church but also we supported the Church that was unable to 

have their congregation attend and there was talk that they would have to lose their 

minister. We were not expecting the period that the church was unavailable to continue 

indefinitely. We ceased rent payments at the end of the year when it was obvious, we 

would not be returning there. 

We were still ahead in funds at that stage as money had not been spent on the great 

morning teas that were supplied there nor a speaker. When no meetings could be held 

there was no printing of minutes and agendas, no purchase of guest speaker presentation 

gifts/payments. Therefore, with much consideration our committee reduced the next year’s 

fee down to only $35 to renew membership to make up for all the meetings we had missed.  

We were just keeping our heads above water when the cost of Heathcote club for our 

meetings went from a one-off figure of $110 which we could manage to a per head figure of 

$4 which made our payments almost quadruple. 

This year our budget needs to factor in the $4 per head entry to Heathcote club for 

meetings based on and hoping for eleven meetings to be held in the Probus year. Hence 

Greg’s figure of $44 per person to Club Heathcote. 

Greg’s memo pointed out the following 

$15 per member fee goes to Probus South Pacific 

$44 per person to attend Heathcote club over 11 months. 

$21 per person is all that is all that will be left to manage our internal finances.  $21 per 

member over 11 meetings is $1.90 per meeting. 
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Where can you get a cup of tea or coffee, a biscuit or two, a paid speaker, the chance at 

winning a lucky door prize, the company of wonderful Probus members for only $1.90? Your 

$1.90 per month also pays for mailing out cards to those who are unwell or who have lost 

loved ones and occasionally buying flowers for a bereaved member.  It also pays for the 

purchase of paper and printing ink for agendas and minutes of meeting and the printing of 

the newsletter for club records and those delivered monthly to members without 

computers. Fees also covered part of the expense associated with our past Christmas parties 

and bought a laptop for club audio visual presentations at Heathcote club.  

Some on our committee worry that members will not renew their membership this year due 

to the $80 fee. I am confident that once you see what your fee is used for you will all be 

amazed at how far the small amount the club actually receives per member goes. Obviously 

if we get fewer than 100 at a meeting our bank balance will expand. Since we are such a 

young club, we do not have a healthy account balance like other clubs that have been 

operating for decades in Engadine. 

What happens if our meetings are fewer than eleven this coming year?  If we miss 

meetings, we save money and when the following year rolls around we on the committee 

can take another look at what fee is absolutely necessary to keep our club up and running. If 

funds permit, once again we would be able to reduce our renewal of membership fee as we 

did for this year. We cannot predict the future but live in hope that our members stay loyal 

and trust we are doing the best we can for the club at a very difficult time. 

Yours in friendship, fellowship and fun. Evon Jenkinson 

 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Leslie is in England for the month of 

February. However, she will be attending 

the next meeting in March which is the 

AGM 

Report on behalf of Secretary. 

Positions still open for a volunteer on the committee are 

Vice President     Secretary     Web Master Opal Trippers    Publicity officer  

Walk organiser             Games organiser [cards/board]  

Please contact asap Vice President  eypc.vicepresident@gmail.com  or phone 0416030920 if 

you are interested in becoming a committee member. Evon 

mailto:eypc.vicepresident@gmail.com
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Well as I write this insert we are committed to having our 

general meeting next Wednesday which is terrific.  Too 

long between meetings I say.  For those who are not sure 

about coming due to Covid please rest assured that Club 

Heathcote does take all necessary measures to keep us 

safe.  Masks are to be worn when not eating and 

drinking. We will be voting on an increase in fees due to our financial position at the moment.  If we 

look at our fees two years ago they were $70.00, an increase of $10.00 in two years is pretty good I 

think.  Hopefully everyone will be continuing their membership for the 2022-2023 year and 

hopefully there will be more fun times without the worry of whether to go out or not.  I will be 

leaving a "Renewal of Membership" form at the front desk where you get your names marked 

off.   Please take a form and complete and leave in the box on the desk.  We do have to end of April 

to pay our fees but if they could be finalised in March it would make everything a lot easier as our 

new Probus year starts off in April. Looking forward to seeing you all there and a reminder to send 

your apologies through to me by Tuesday 22nd February 2022 if you are unable to attend. 

eypc.membership@gmail.com or mobile 0423 152 018 and don't forget to send your 

apologies if not attending a meeting. See you soon    Kerry Deane Membership Officer 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT   ……  FEBRUARY 2022                       

WHERE NO MAN HAS GONE BEFORE 

         [next meeting this Wednesday, February 23] 

The story of human spaceflight and the memorable day 

in July 1969 when the crew of Apollo 11 landed and 

walked on the Moon. 

Presented by local military and spaceflight historian 

Colin Burgess, who has had nearly 40 books published.    

 

 

Our Guest Speaker in April, Melanie Jones from Service NSW in 

Engadine, will address the Cost of Living.  More than 70 rebates and 

savings have been brought together in one convenient location. This 

office is no longer just about road use and vehicle registration. Help is offered to seniors 

with Energy Switch, Toll Relief, Family Energy Rebate, Regional Seniors Travel Card, 

                              

                                      

                                        

                                          

                                           

                                           

                   

mailto:eypc.membership@gmail.com
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Pensioner Travel Vouchers, Appliance Replacement Offer, Pensioner Water Rebate, Gas 

Rebates and Pensioner Concessions on Vehicle Registrations. 

Melanie will explain these and more things that can benefit us. As you will be given the 

chance to answer some questions you may like to check out Service NSW’s website in the 

meantime to get a better background. www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/cost-living 

 

 

After many COVID interruptions GREG DeMOORE will join us in May to present – “Finding 

Sanity – John Cade, Lithium and the Taming of Bipolar”.   

For most of human history, mental illness has been largely untreatable. Sufferers lived their 

lives - if they survived - in and out of asylums, accumulating life's wreckage around them. In 

1948, all that changed when an Australian doctor and recently returned prisoner of war, 

working alone in a disused kitchen, set out to find a treatment for serious mental illness. 

That doctor was John Cade and in that small kitchen he stirred up a life-changing treatment. 

That treatment, lithium therapy, has become the gold standard for bipolar disorder. 

JOY POGSON, President of Engadine Rotary and fellow member of our Engadine 

Yarrawarrah Probus Club, will be following up in June with an interesting presentation on 

Rotary. 

Take care everyone, Helen Duthie Guest Speaker Organiser 
 

 

 

Thursday 17th February, saw thirteen members of Engadine Yarrawarrah Probus Group’s 

Garden Club at the Joseph Banks Native Plant Reserve at Kareela. There we met the very 

knowledgeable  Mick, who took us on a tour of the gardens.  

It was a relaxed tour, allowing us shaded breaks to study the garden. We saw staghorns and 

elkhorns, acacia plants, a silver foliage garden, which is a hardy sun loving garden. We 

learned about the scented leaf plants in the garden, the lemon myrtle plant, the camphor 

laurel and the peppermint gum. We saw finger lime trees and other species that are mainly 

found in Queensland. We strolled past gardens featuring acacias, cycads, tea trees, lilies, 

ferns, a blackbutt forest, grevilleas, kangaroo paws and even a Wollemi pine. All the while 

Mick offered us practical advice for the growing, pruning and fertilising of Australian natives. 

http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/cost-living
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The Reserve is also home to many birds and Australian wildlife species, and the ponds were 

full of frog foam, soon to be tadpoles 

The 2.2-hectare garden was established in 1969 and has seen many changes in the 

subsequent years. The tree canopy has grown and views once visible are now overgrown 

and many plants who once flourished are now struggling to survive due to the changing 

environment. Our last few summers of record heat and two full summers of rain, have 

challenged the plants in the garden 

We enjoyed lunch at the lovely picnic site, with its barbecue facilities and commented how 

lucky we are to live in a Shire that has such natural beauty. 

Thank you Ann, Reudi, Meg and Paul for an enjoyable morning. 

WELFARE 

Kerry Baldwin  0417060412' 

Please if I can be of assistance to anyone please call 

0417060412. Kerry Baldwin  

 

 

☕️☕️COFFEE MORNING 🍰🍩 

This will be my last report for the news letter as Maria Caldow is 

taking this role on from next month 

Thanks for the feedback from the February Coffee Morning which 

seems to have been enjoyed by all of the TWENTY Probus Friends 

who attended. 

Our next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday 2nd March @ 11.00 @ 

The Den in Engadine. We are fortunate to have this venue as it has 

plenty of ventilation being outdoors. Come along and enjoy the companionship and a good chat with 

your Probus friends.       Looking forward to seeing you there, if you have any concerns please call or 

text me on:   0414 539 894 

YOURS IN FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP & FUN                          0414 539 894 Jenny Best 

 

BOOK SWAP  

 

 

As we are now getting back to a little more normal, I will once again have the book swap table at the 

club meeting. Ann  
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EXTENDED TOURS   

Maria Caldow 

mariacaldow@gmail.com  0414 690 794  

Sad to say due to Covid Tasmanian tour was 

cancelled. Tourers not happy but they 

received full refunds and offered to go on 

waiting list for November 2022!!! 

Upcoming tours - 

Great Ocean Road 4 - 10th April 12 confirmed and booking deposits  paid. Few vacancies at 
time of writing. 

Mudgee & Gulgong 26 - 28th April   18 confirmed and booking deposits paid. Fully 
booked  but see me about going on waiting list 

Victoria's High Country 1 - 5 May  5 confirmed and booking deposits paid Vacancies 

I did this trip last year and it was very enjoyable! I think everyone that did it would 
recommend it. Final payment for above trips due end of February to beginning of March. 

The next trip is in June and as I am stepping down from tour organiser  

and Pauline Herring is stepping into it, work on those will start in April. 

Yours in fun and friendship Maria Caldow 0414 690 794     mariacaldow@gmail.com  

 

DAY COACH TOURS  

FRIDAY 25TH MARCH 2022 

Shoalhaven “Chocolates & Wine”. There is a “going” 

sheet for the above tour, Cash payment for this 

Tour needs to be finalised at February Meeting.  EFT payments need to have 

been received by our Treasurer (with advice of payment emailed to Organiser). 

 Depart Engadine at usual venue in Anzac Avenue (departure time will be 

advised when received) and travel south to Stuart Park, North Wollongong for 

morning tea. After morning tea we head to Gerroa Boat Fisherman’s Club for a 

2 course lunch.  Then off to Berry for Chocolates and Wine. The Treat Factory 

for chocolates and Silos Winery for wine tasting and perhaps purchases. 
 COST $64.00 PER MEMBER $69.00 NON MEMBERS BASED ON 40 PEOPLE.          

EFT:  GERROA/NAME 082-356  ACCOUNT NO. 25-822-6998 

Chris Hawes       0419 224 234 chrissykh@bigpond.com 

Monika Dimock 0419 624 219 mdimock@bigpond.net.au 

mailto:mariacaldow@gmail.com
mailto:mariacaldow@gmail.com
mailto:chrissykh@bigpond.com
https://ontariomathresources.ca/extras/field-trips/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Webmaster 

I shall be standing down from being the Club Webmaster at the 

AGM so we are looking for a computer literate person who is 

interested progressing the club’s website on from where it is so 

that it becomes the “go to place” that members want to look at 

for club information. I will still be around to assist in the initial 

handover and to help whenever required. It is also possible for 

this to be a joint position so two people could work on the project together.Brian Walton 

OPAL TRIPPERS 

Welcome to our February Newsletter. Seems like the year is 

starting to fly past already. 

*On Thursday 27th January we held a Twilight Sausage Sizzle / 

Barbeque at Coopers Park on the same day as the postponed 

Ferry Cruise was scheduled to take place. There were 

approximately 35 members who turned up for a thoroughly relaxed evening BBQ, chatting 

and some liquid refreshments. We welcomed two new members into the fold, Jill and Glen 

Fitzpatrick – great to bring you both on board and we hope to see you at many more 

functions. Evon brought her two fur babies along and they took out the prize for the cutest 

couple. 

*On Thursday 10th February, we were scheduled to attend the Sydney Fish Markets for a 

tour and Lunch following the tour. Once again, I was presented with the opportunity to play 

the Covid Grinch and was forced to postpone the event in the interests of members’ well-

being. Given the amount of travel required on public transport, for this activity, I again felt it 

would be safer to keep away from trains and trams, where we may not be able to control 

the environment and social distancing, as well as we may like. 

In keeping with the theme, from the postponed Fish Markets trip, we are going to hold a 

Seafood inspired twilight BBQ at Cooper Street Reserve, Engadine again, as a make-up for 

our missed activity. 

Venue: Cooper Street Reserve - Corner of Old Princes Highway and Cooper Street Engadine. 

Time:  5.00 pm         Date: Thursday 3rd March 2022        

Bring your own seafood, sausages, chops, steaks and bread etc. along with cutlery and 

chairs and of course whatever you would like to drink. Don’t forget some Aerogard. In fact, 

bring whatever you like! 

This activity is not just for the members who were on the list for the Fish Markets Tour, we 

would like to see all members attend as it is outside and there is plenty of room so you can 

socially distance as required. In keeping with current practices we request all members and 
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visitors who attend, be fully vaccinated. Please ensure that I record your name when you 

attend the BBQ, as it is required for our records. 

Don’t forget, this is a BYO activity. Hope to see you all there. 

*Our next planned activity is on Tuesday 29th March 2022 which is the Ladies High Tea at 

Hydro Majestic Hotel. This tour has been fully booked and those members who are on the 

list have paid their money. We will meet at Heathcote Station for the 8.24 train to Central 

then transfer across to the country train platforms for Medlow Bath.                                                                                                                                                              

I do have a spare seat for this activity, so please call me or text me on 0405 405 702 or email 

me on eypc.opaltrippers@gmail.com if you would like to come. 

Also on Tuesday 29th March 2022 we are running a Men’s Lunch at Gymea Bowling Club for 

all the men who have been deserted by the Ladies High Tea and of course any other bloke  

 

who wants to come along.  This will be kicking off at 11.30am. Still plenty of room left, so 

please sign up on the sheets at the front table at the next meeting. 

*On Thursday 28th April 2022 we have a tour of the Australian Army Museum of Military 

Engineering followed by lunch at Moorebank Sports Club. This will be a travel by car event 

as the venues are at Holsworthy and Moorebank which are not easily accessed by public 

transport. It will be a 10.30am start at the Museum. Please note we also need to obtain 

some additional identification details, which is your motor vehicle drivers licence number, as 

we will be going onto the army base property which is a controlled zone. Please sign up on 

the sheets at the front table at the next meeting and include your licence number for 

anyone attending, when you sign up or email it or text it to me on 0405 405 702 or email me 

on eypc.opaltrippers@gmail.com so it can be put onto the registration sheet. 

*When you sign up for an outing please remember to take a photo of the event description 

sheet, so you have the price, all the time details and travel arrangements and also a photo 

of the registration sheet so you know where you have recorded your name or names. Please 

put your names on a single line along with your mobile phone number in the corresponding 

box on the other side of the sheet, in case the organiser needs to send you a text or call you. 

*Please be aware that your name must appear on the list of attendees and you must carry 

your Probus Identity / Health Card with you at all times to be covered by Probus insurance. 

Visitors must complete a Visitor Registration Form, if not done on a previous trip. Currently, 

the ruling is for masks to be worn on Public Transport, so please bring masks, double 

vaccination details and phones to log on to QR Codes, if required at the time of our activity.  

Please note Members are required to be double vaccinated to attend our activities. 

*I, like some of the other coordinators, am stepping down from this role at the end of the 

Probus year, which is coming up. Therefore we need volunteers to step up and take your 

turn at helping run your club. We need people to run the Opal Trippers, Secretary, Vice 

President and lots of other roles which are necessary for the expected operation of this club 

and its ongoing success. Working in these roles provides you with the opportunity to meet a 

lot more people in the club and we have made some true friends out of people we would 

not have met otherwise. I have found the Opal Trippers role to be very satisfying in 

mailto:eypc.opaltrippers@gmail.com
mailto:eypc.opaltrippers@gmail.com
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researching, planning and booking events and is easier than it sounds. What is it they say in 

the action movies – “I love it when a plan comes together!”                       Let’s face it, if I can 

do it, anyone can do it!!! 

That’s it from me, see you at the February meeting. 

Greg Deane 

 

THEATRE NEWS 

9-5 THE MUSICAL – SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 

Will have been to this outing after newsletter out so 

thankyou to all 35 that attended. 

BEYOND REASONABLE DOUBT – GUILD THEATRE ROCKDALE- SATURDAY 12 

MARCH – 2.00PM Your tickets will be distributed at meeting 23 February. 

Please note there are 2 tickets still available for this event. Cost $25/30. 

Please see me at meeting or contact me 0408235952 or 9521 6539 if you wish 

to attend. Travel will be train in 3rd carriage from front  leaving Heathcote 

12.43, Engadine 12.46, Loftus 12.50 & Sutherland 12.53 arriving Rockdale 

13.14. Venue is just near station on opposite side to shopping centre. I will join 

you on train at Sutherland. Please remember to bring tickets, medical cards etc 

& advise me if not travelling with group & I will see you at theatre. There are 

21 of us attending so thank you all. 

PREMIERS GALA CONCERT & SENIORS FESTIVAL EXPO – WEDNESDAY 

11.00AM -30 MARCH- INT. CONVENTION CENTRE 

This is a free event & we have an allocation of 20 tickets which will be 

available to members only due to limit. 

Booking list will be on display at meeting with wait list also as tickets popular & 

if vacancy occurs can access waitlist to fill spot. This is the first of the 4 

concerts planned & always has good musical variety. Travel details next 

meeting. 

GOOD OLD DAYS CONCERT- SYDNEY TOWN HALL – MONDAY 2 MAY – 

11.00AM – “BACK IN THE SWING” 

This is the first of these concerts for some time. Tickets $49/54. List on display 

for those wishing to attend with flyer outlining some of the artists. Please add 

your name as bookings are due to open soon & money will payable at March 

meeting. CODEWORD will be OLD DAYS followed by your name. 
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MOULIN ROUGE- CAPITOL THEATRE – DATE TO BE ADVISED No finalisation 

with Ticketmaster yet even though emails sent. Should this be resolved by our 

next meeting booking list will be available & on display. 

Any queries please don’t hesitate to ask me Looking forward to seeing you 

all. Best wishes from Aileen. 0408 235 95 

 

 

 

 March BIRTHDAY 

WISHES TO OUR 

BIRTHDAY MEMBERS 

 

 

Name  Month Date 

Vicki Loughman   March  3rd 

Lynne Cole    March  5th 

Greg Johnson   March  7th 

Jan Holt    March  16th 

Bruce Harris    March  22nd 

Pat Stepto    March  25th 

Pamela Harris   March  30th 

 

GAMES 

We failed to get the games group going this month so 

what we are in need of is someone who is interested to 

be the organiser and drum up some interest. The venue 

can still be at our place at 7 Dural Crescent, Engadine, 

or anywhere else that that is suitable. It would be a pity not to get back to it as I think that we 

had fun before Covid mucked things up. It will help us to have an idea of numbers so please 

give us a call on 9520 5010. Hope to see you soon. Ann & Brian  
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Are organising CANBERRA in AUTUMN featuring High Tea at Parliament House                                               
18-20 May 2022 

 A 3-day behind the scenes tour of Canberra with Crowthers and staying at Alivio Tourist Park. 

 
Accommodation 

•  2 Nights at Alivio Tourist Park - Group Accommodation 

 
Meals  

•  2 dinners, 2 breakfast and High Tea at Parliament House 

 
Activities & Tours 

•  Mount Ainslie, Self-Drive 

•  Australian War Memorial, Self Guided Audio Tour 

•  Australian War Memorial, Last Post Ceremony 

•  Museum of Australian Democracy - Old Parliament House, Group Tour 

•  Parliament House, Art & Furniture Tour 

•  High Court of Australia, Guided Tour 

•  National Museum of Australia, Building & Architecture Guided Tour 

•  National Portrait Gallery, Private Guided Tour 

•  National Arboretum Canberra, Self Guided  

 
Coach 

•  Luxury Coach 

25 passengers -- $586 per person (twin/double room) -- $763 (single room) 30 passengers -- $564 
per person (twin/double room) -- $730 (single room) 35 passengers -- $542 per person 
(twin/double room) -- $707 (single room)  

BOOKINGS Available if you or any of your members are interested in this 3-day tour please call 
Marian Jones on 9525 4295  

This message was received from the Taren Point Probus and entered for your 
information  
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Good Day fellow Crafters. As time goes on we are learning to live 

with the curse of this pandemic. When you read this we have had 

our Craft meeting at Ann and Brian Walton place on Fri the 18th of 

Feb 2022 it was so good to be able to celebrate Ann’s 71st Birthday 

(LOL) with her and our  friends from Craft. I am just so pleased that 

I have had the opportunity to meet so many lovely people since joining EYPC and I want to 

just let you all know that baring any Government decision in the next month, craft will be on 

again on Fri the 18th of March. Hoping to see you all again Ann’s home in March. Yours in 

Crafting Kerrie Murphy 

 

 

Every Friday. New friends always welcome 

Probus Tennis Group.... by Janet 

 

Tennis is on every Friday 9.00-11.00 at Warabin St 
Waterfall. Cost $7 when you play. 

 

Our tennis group did not have a break over Christmas/New Year although we did have a few 
coffee mornings because of rain. ‘We had a lovely lunch at Audrey after tennis this week, it 
was a great chance to catch up with everyone. 

 

I would like to welcome Pam back to the court next Friday, you have been missed.  

 

We wish Fran all the best for her hand operation and hope to see her back on the court 
soon. 

  

Cheers Gladys  
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