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February 16th 10am 

Home Visit 9 Logan Street, Loftus. 

Colin Andrews garden level land 

Morning tea at Short and Sweet Cafe 

972 Old Princes Highway, Engadine, 11.15am. 

March 16th 10am Cooper Street Reserve, carpool 

Sydney Wildflower Nursery,  9 Veno Street, Heathcote. 

The Orchid Place, 3 Short Street, Heathcote. 

Sunrise Nursery, 193 Princes Highway, Helensburgh. 

 

April 20th 10am  

Cooper Street Reserve carpool 

Wollongong Botanic Gardens and Sculptures. 

40 Murphy's Avenue, 
Keiraville. 

Friends of the Gardens guided 
tour. 

 

 

THIS IS DEFINITELY ME 
 Evon. 

Can anyone identify 
themselves? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracie is a typical cat and likes to wander. She found the 
deliberate mistake. Can you? 
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THE BIG Probus Picnic Day Mk. II. 

Submitted by he anonymous picnicker. (Alias Garriock Duncan 

The morn of 3 November had dawned. A quick glance outside suggested the omens were 
favourable. As the old adage says, “If at first you don’t succeed, try again”. So, now, we 
waited for the early morning message from Evon.  The message came – the picnic was on. 
We were off to the Como Pleasure Grounds. 

“Pleasure Grounds” is an evocative phrase. The Roman Emperor, Nero, also had a Pleasure 
Ground for picnics. But I suspect his activities were not as innocent as those held in the 
Como version. Nero had strong adult tastes and his “picnics” were held at night, out of view 
of prying eyes..( “ ”  

“Why Como?” Let me explain. In 59 BC, Julius Caesar founded a settlement, Novum Comum 
(i.e. New Como) on the southern shore of Lacus Larius (i.e. Lake Larius). The settlement 
prospered and endured. Today, we know it as Como and it has given its name to the lake, 
now Lake Como. Our Como, too, has a watery connection. It sits alongside the drowned 
river valley of the Georges River. However, the original European name of the area was 
“Woronora”.  In the late 19th century, the area was a popular spot for boating, and there is 
still a marina, alongside the Grounds. Early visitors to the area had noted its similarity to the 
Italian Como. Gradually, the name, Como, replaced that of Woronora. In 1883, the local post 
office bore the name, Como Post Office. The area experienced periods of “boom and bust”, 
firstly caused by the arrival of gangs of railway workers building the southern line to 
Wollongong, and then by their relocation further south.  The current Como Hotel is the 3rd 
manifestation of a hotel of that name. The original Como hotel was the Woronora Hotel but 
not having a liquor license its future was somewhat problematic. In the early 1900’s, Henry 
Lawson used to visit the Como Hotel, where he traded verse for booze.The potential of the 
area was realized by James F Murphy, Manager of the Holt-Sutherland Co., who established 
the Murphy Pleasure Ground in the late 19th century on the site. In the 1920’s the site was 
resumed by the government of the day, rebranded as the Como Pleasure Grounds and was 
opened to the general public. However, the building of the Cronulla branch line and the 
popularity of ocean bathing proved its death knell. However, in the last few decades, and 
after significant improvements, the Grounds are again a popular venue.  

“What about the Picnic?” you might ask. I’m getting to it. I just had to set the scene. By the 
time we arrived, the Picnic was well and truly running. A convenient location had been 
chosen, just off the path from the nearby parking area. No water views, though. A relatively 
large table, nestled in a clearing surrounded by an envelope of trees, affording some 
protection from the sun. However, the sun did not fulfill its promise. Cloud cover soon 
began to build up. Nonetheless, we found an animated group of about twenty Probites 
sitting round the table. Others continued to arrive for some time and the final crowd 
probably totalled just on thirty. Most of us had brought our own little picnic hampers. 
Sandwiches or salads seemed popular. Others foraged locally.  The Black Fish Café – well 
worth a visit on a good day but book in advance – provided the foragers with necessary 
sustenance. The Black Fish Burger (with egg and bacon) looked particularly tempting and 
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certainly smelled it. Tea and coffer were the more popular beverages, though there some 
bottles of oomph. 

 

Some more intrepid picnickers decided on a walk across the pedestrian walkway but we 
were unsure of how far they got. A wide range of topics was discussed - the breeding of 
dogs, both large and small; Agatha Christie’s play, Mousetrap; travelling our “wide brown 
land” by caravan/motor home; driving across the Nullarbor; even men doing housework – 
down our end of the table. No idea what was discussed at the other end. 

Unfortunately, the sunny weather was short lived and rain clouds moved in.  So, all packed 
up and decamped. We think of Roman society as being addicted to blood and gore with 
good reason. But that is not the whole picture. For, an appreciation of nature was widely 
held by the governing classes. They even went on picnics, as in the following passage 
(heavily paraphrased): 

There is a spring, which has its source in a mountain and then runs down over the rocks to 
a small grotto.  The water is held briefly and then the grotto overflows into Lake Como. This 
happens several times a day and is a pleasure to watch. You settle yourself close by for a 
meal or a drink from the ice-cold water of the spring…  

It was written by Pliny the Younger (d. early 2nd century AD), who was a member of the 
ruling elite. Apart from liking picnics, he had another link to our picnic venue. Pliny was a 
very proud Comensis – he was born in Roman Como! When next in Italian Como, you can do 
a Pliny. The spring is still there in the grounds of the Villa Pliniana. Go, have a picnic. 

The anonymous picnicker. (Alias Garriock Duncan) 

 

OPAL TRIPPERS 

 

 

 

 

 

OPAL TRIPPINGSUGGESTIONS 
WANTED 

Know a nice spot for a picnic or an outing ? Be the one to make it 
happen. Phone John Murphy to book a day on our calendar.0434 033 76 
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Our meeting in October For All the crafty 
crafters  (the more crafters the better) 

Once again last Fridays a dozen Crafty Ladies gathered at Ann Walton’s place and as you can 
see from the photo there was some craft items on the table amongst all the food. This was 
the last meeting the year but will meet again on the 20th. January so  

why not come along and join them.   

NOVEMBER: CRAFT GROUP.                       

I am writing this in real time with suggestions from our 12 fellow crafter friends. What a great 
morning we are having at Ann’s W. home, knitting, sewing, creating decoupage etc & of cause the 
two most important crafts, eating & chatting                  It would be great to have your company & 
interesting ideas at our next craft morning on Friday 20/1 @ 10.00 am. 

In Friendship & Fun,Merry Christmas, From Kerrie Murphy 

 

 

Book Swap 
Once again Ruedi, I would thank you for looking after the 
books for me. I now have them back as Ann and Ruedi 
Soltermann are spending a few days down at Gerringong 
and therefore will miss the meeting this month but I will be 
there so come over to the table, select some reading and 
have a chat.  Ann 
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GUEST SPEAKER 
REPORT

   

GUEST SPEAKER REPORT  -- NOVEMBER 2022 
 
Cath Sloan, President of the Georges River Branch of the Country Women’s Association will 
be our guest speaker at next Wednesday’s general meeting.   
 
The Country Women’s Association of NSW has been supporting women, children, and their 
communities in N.S.W. for over 100 years.  One of their many ventures is to provide 
Education Grants for disadvantaged rural students within N.S.W. going into Years 3-12 in 
Rural and Disadvantaged Schools throughout N.S.W.   

If you would like to make a small monetary contribution to this cause, we will have a 
donation box for this purpose on our membership table and at morning tea.  A donation of 
any amount will make a difference and would mean so much to these families. 
 
It would be great if we were able to show our appreciation in this way by contributing to the 
C.W.A. endeavours.  

N.B. No meeting in December.  Christmas party time!   
 

We start 2023 with a visit in January by our guest speaker Garth Bransgrove, Boulevarde 
Driving School.  Garth will elaborate on risks for older adult drivers 60-70's.  Ways to 
minimise risks.  Provide summary of requirements and expectations of RTA for Aged Driving 
Assessment in NSW.  Options available for members.  

Our Best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 
Take care everyone,  
 Helen Duthie   Guest Speaker Organiser  
eypc.speakers@gmail.com 
. 
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We are going 
green at the 
Probus meetings 
If you would like 
to bring your 
own cup for the 
coffee/tea at the 
break it will be appreciated. If you forget there will always be a cup 
for you at the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE MORNING     7th December 11 am at The Den 

Our November morning was the 

biggest this year - 22 attending!! 

Let's make our last one this year 

even bigger. The Christmas Party is 

next day so let's start getting into 

the Christmas spirit and I 

don't  mean the one in a bottle 

       Don't  forget VISITORS are 

WELCOME                          Maria Caldow 
 mariacaldow@gmail.com 0414 690 794  
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TENNIS ANYONE? 
Unfortunately, the rain has prevented us from playing 
on several Fridays through September and October. 

Hopefully, we will get back to playing weekly soon. 

Waterfall each Friday starting at 
9.30am  If you would like to join us for 
tennis, please give me a call to confirm 
venue. Thanks  

Chris Stewart0431886109 

 

 

 

welfare 

If you are not well, or know a member who is not too well 
or in hospital please let me know because if I don’t know I 

can’t help if help is needed. 

Helen Hogan had a fall at home last Tuesday, unfortunately 
this led to a hip replacement on Wednesday.  She is in 
Sutherland hospital and being well cared for. Helen has 
asked me to thank everyone for their kind thoughts and 
wishes. 

I know a few members have unfortunately come down with that awful Covid, hope all 
recover in time for Christmas celebrations. 

As this is the last newsletter before Christmas I wish all members and their families a 
wonderful Christmas and a happy land healthy New Year. Kerry Baldwin  0417060412   
kerrybaldwin07@gmail.com 
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Engadine / Yarrawarrah Probus Club Inc. 
Founded 25th July 2018. 

 
President: Secretary: Treasurer: 

Evon Jenkinson       Joy Pogson          Brian Walton  
  

0416030920       0408287179          0423158973       

LEAVE OF ABSENCE APPLICATION FORM 
 

Please complete the form below and email or post it to the secretary EYPC 
eypc.secretary@gmail.com     52a Bottle Forest Rd, Heathcote 
East 2233 
 
 

NAME OF MEMBER  
 

DATE OF APPLICATION  
 

COMMENCEMENT DATE OF LEAVE  
 

EXPECTED RETURN DATE  
 

Please tick reason for application � Illness 
 

� Travel 
 

� Other 
SIGNATURE OF MEMBER  

 
DATE PRESENTED TO MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

 
 

LEAVE GRANTED YES/NO 
 

SIGNATURE OF PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY  
 

DATE MEMBER NOTIFIED  
 

 
Leave of abBsence:    

Membership requires attendance at general meetings of at least 50% each year.  

If you are unable to attend for a long period you can be covered under a leave of  

absence. We are providing this form for you to keep with your records in case  

you may need to apply. You can also obtain one from our membership officer at 

our entrance desk.  Joy Pogson Secretary 
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Assistants to the Organizers 

` HOSPITALITY   Kerry Baldwin, Kerrie Murphy, Bev Hewitt 

 MEMBERSHIP   Monika Dimock  NEWSLETTER Leonie Bell     

 COACH TOURS  

 Lorranie Stocks   DAY COACH TOURS  Jan Swan 

 GARDENING INTEREST GROUP  Meg Copland, Ruedi Soltermann, Paul Copland 

   ENGADINE YARRAWARRAH PROBUS CLUB 

                                                                             Founded 25th July 2018. 
 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2022 -2023 
President                 Evon Jenkinson 0416 030 920                     eypc.president@gmail.com 
Vice President       Peter Langley 0411487143                  eypc.vicepresident@gmail.com 
Secretary                Joy Pogson 0408 287 179                           eypc.secretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer               Brian Walton 0423 158  973                            eypc.treasurer@gmail.com 
Membership         Maureen Barrell 0409 718 336                eypc.membership@gmail.com   
Immediate past President Greg Thompson 0435791562  
OFFICE HOLDERS 
Ambassador  Monika Dimock 0419 624 219 eypc.ambassador@gmail.com  
Guest Speaker 
organiser 

Helen Duthie 0419 000 307 eypc.speakers@gmail.com  

Event Coordinator John Murphy 0434 033 764 eypc.eventcoord@gmail.com  
Newsletter Barbara Bell 0412 620 699 eypcnewsletter100@gmail.com  
Calendar Ian Eddy 0455 020 300 eypc.calendar@gmail.com  
Welfare Kerry Baldwin 0417 060 412 eypc.welfare@gmail.com   
Web Master Alan Williams 0407 270 596 eypc.webmaster@gmail.com      
Coach Trips & Tours Pauline Herring 0407 380 380 eypc.tours@gmail.com  
Theatre Aileen Wagstaff 0408 235 952 eypc.theatre@gmail.com  
Local Theatre Pat Stepto 0411 378 577 eypc.localtheatre@gmail.com  
Gourmet Wanderers Diane Simpson 0414 510 217 eypc.gourmet@gmail.com  
Coffee club Maria Caldow 0414 690 794 mariacaldow@gmail.com 
Craft Kerrie Murphy 0408 417 210 eypc.craft@gmail.com  
Book Club Ann Walton 9520 5010  
Audio Visual 
organiser 

John Duthie   

Games Irene Harris 0406 961 728 eypc.games@gmail.com  
Gardeners’ interest 
group 

Ann Soltermann 0488 027 396  

Historian Ginny Thompson 0427 283 709 eypc.history@gmail.com 

Hospitality Cheryl Richardson 0415 988 836 eypc.hospitality@gmail.com  
Minute secretary Janet Wright 0405 190 447  
Movies Janet Wright  0405 190 447 eypc.movies@gmail.com  
Tennis Chris Stewart 0431 886 109  
Photographer John Murphy 0434 033 764  
Opal Trippers   eypc.opaltrippers@gmail.com  
Walkers   eypc.walkers@gmail.com  
Publicity   eypc.publicity@gmail.com  
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Month EYPC Event Date Time Event
Coordinator Cost & Code Pay By Name on

 List
Have I
Paid

Western Sydney Airport &
Warragamba Dam Tour

Monday
21-11-22

08:00AM Pauline Herring $50PP 26/10/2022
October Meeting

Club General Meeting
Club Heathcote, Oliver St, Heath

Wednesday
23 Nov 22

10:00AM Evon Jenkinson PAYG

Cowra & Young Tour Mon - Wed
28 - 30 Nov

Pauline Herring
Tour /w KTG

  

Morning Coffee
The Den, Engadine

Wednesday
07 Dec  22

11:00AM Maria Caldow PAYG

EYPC Christmas Lunch
Sharks, Kareela

Thursday
08 Dec 22

12:00PM Diane Simpson $60PP  

Games Group Meeting
4 Salix Place,  Engadine

Wednesday
14 Dec 22

10:00AM Irene Harris

Craft Group Christmas Party, 
Engadine Bowling Club

Friday
16/12/2022

12:00PM Kerry Murphy PAYG

EYPC Socal Events Calendar
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