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Though the Autumn season seemed to be taking a while to make its presence this year, it appears to have 
arrived, and we can enjoy the beauty of autumn colours, bulbs pushing their way through the soil to provide 
colour, a perfume with their flowers, a milder temperature and the cooler season of vegetables and fruit 
starting to appear more prominently on the shop shelves.  

At the start of a new Ashfield Probus year a “Year in Review” is a good reminder of all that our Club members 
had on offer and enjoyed.  Thank you to those who made this possible.  There was a variety of topics presented 
by Guest Speakers – “Benefits and Current Opportunities  incl. Govt.” - Financial assistance; “Elder Law & 
Estate Planning”; “History Making and Playing the Didgeridoo”; “History of the Third Quarantine Cemetery”; 
“Battle of the Cocos Islands – HMAS Sydney and SMS Emden”; “Changes in Domestic Leadlight in the Inner 
West”; “Aboriginal History in our Area”; ”Oz Harvest”; “Australia’s Looming Energy Crisis”; and “The Jessie 
Street National Women’s Library”.  Outings to SCG; Elizabeth Bay House, Chau Chak Museum, State Library of 
NSW, Art Gallery NSW, Justice & Police Museum, Australian Museum, BBQs at Kokoda Track Pavilion and the 
Coach trip to the Central Coast to view 2 very different gardens.  Luncheons featured well during the year 
highlighted by the Mid-Year luncheon at Club Burwood and our special 40th Birthday/Christmas luncheon. And 
thanks to Iris for organising, we were able to share over Lunches at Wests Leagues Club, Burwood RSL, Henson 
Hotel, Petersham RSL, Canterbury/Hurlstone Park RSL, Envy Café, “Magpies” Sports Club, Cage Room, Ashfield 
Hotel, and the White Cockatoo.  When it didn’t rain, we had Walks at Cabarita Park, an Historic Walk in 
Ashfield, Centennial Park, Manly, The Rocks & Argyle Street area, Cockatoo Island, Foreshore Walk, 
Blackwattle Bay, Watsons Bay. Regularly throughout the year we met for Scrabble and our Coffee Club, 500 
Club, Cinema Group and Theatre Group. The Book Table at each meeting provided an opportunity to share 
our reading enjoyment.  

Thanks to our past and new Committee Members, to past President, 
Brian Lenehan and a welcome to Iris, as our President for 2025.  

 

Barbeque, Thursday 27th March: Torrential rain didn’t stop our brave 
members setting out for the first BBQ of the year and as luck would have 
it, it fined up as we arrived at Kokoda Pavilion, where Marta was waiting 
all set-up.  The day then developed into a very pleasant and chatty event. 
Lots of awards could have been given out. Definitely Marta and capably 
helped by Sarah on the BBQ tongs, each sausage and piece of chicken 
cooked to perfection, Iris for her healthy green salad, Ella for sharing her 
American box of sumptuous chocolates, Sue for her naughty but nice Roll, 

Ingrid for successfully extracting money from us for the popular raffle which had interesting and varied prizes 
just waiting to be won.  Then, Alice with her homemade scones together with butter and strawberry jam plus 
her delectable Zucchini Cake. What! with sunshine that came good could we have asked for more. – Cecily.  

MARCH 500 Club:  Enjoyed by 6 players, 2 tables of 3 and each played 3 games.  Unfortunately, April cards 
was cancelled due to the pesty Committee Meeting being held at the same time.  Next game May 5th. 

WALKING GROUP A small group met in Hyde Park and had an interesting, though short, tour of the 
Shrine of Remembrance a very solemn reminder of those who gave so much for their country. Lunch at the 
David Jones Hall concluded our time together. 
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COMING EVENTS

ANZAC DAY 25TH APRIL – “LEST WE FORGET” 

WALKING GROUP:   APRIL – No Walk. MAY – Tuesday, 6th.  Meet 10.00am Central Station – near the 
‘clock’ to take the Light Rail for a Glebe Foreshore Walk.  Lunch at the Tram sheds. 
OUTING: - Tuesday, 22nd April.  Vaucluse House.  Meet 10.30am Wharf 2 for 10.45am Ferry to Watsons 

Bay for coffee nearby.  Catch 11.45am bus for a 7-minute trip to Vaucluse House.  Lunch at Rose Bay 
R.S.L. Club. 

Wednesday, 28th May.  Botanical Gardens.  Meet at 10.15am in the Visitor’s Centre, Art Gallery Road, 
opposite the Art Gallery.  Guided tour at 10.30am.  Lunch at the Kiosk in the Park.  

LUNCHEON CLUB:  Tuesday, 13th May.  Palace Hotel, Tennyson Road, Mortlake.  Meet 12Noon. Bus 464 
from Ashfield Station. 

500 CLUB: (First Monday of the Month 10.00 am). Club Ashfield. Note: usually first Monday except for Public 
holidays. Next game Mon.  5th May. 

SCRABBLE: Last Monday of the Month 10.00am. Club Ashfield.  Next games:  Monday 28th April and 26th May 
Contact: Iris: 0403 882 451. 

COFFEE CLUB:  Last Monday of the Month 11.00am. Happy Daze Cafe following Scrabble: Mon. 28th April 
and Mon. 26th May. 

BOOK EXCHANGE:  Books, DVDs, and Magazines- Bring one, take one at our General Meetings! 
(some great reading usually available).  The book table is very popular – great to share our reading 
recommendations with each other – and free!!!   Thanks to Ella and Pat for organising. 

CINEMA : Movies for Tuesday 13th May in Executive Boardroom at 10:00-12:00. 
MOVIES:   Please Note- Change in regular date as some attendees will be on the coach trip away, – 
Discuss- Small Things Like These, Drama,98m, Start Date -10 April. 

Description: Devoted coal merchant father discovers disturbing secrets kept by the local convent and 
uncovers truths of his own, forcing him to confront his past, and the complicit silence of the small Irish 
town controlled by the Catholic church. (Book of the same name by author Claire Keegan - was 
shortlisted for Booker Prize). The Amateur, Thriller, 123m, Start Date -10 April. 

Description: Brilliant CIA decoder working in Langley, whose life is turned upside down when his wife is 
killed in a London terrorist attack. His supervisors take no action, he takes matters into his own hands. 

CONCERT: Elvis Forever:  Damian Mullin.  Watch this space for a future date. 

TOUR:  Lightning Ridge.  3rd to 9th May 2025. 13 booked. 

GENERAL MEETING SPEAKER:  - 14th April, Christine Yeats FRAHS, archivist and historical researcher will 

speak about the convicts transported to the Australian Colonies, drawing on a selection of stories about 

their lives. 

The Annual General Meeting: As we congratulate and welcomed Iris as our new President we also said 

good bye to Brian and thanked him for his year of Presidency – we also said good-bye and thanked Lyn 

for arranging interesting speakers as she stood down from the Committee. The Committee now consists 

of 9 “oldies” (inc. Iris); John, Noel, Jane, Nicki, Marta, Carmel, Julie and Cecily; and 5 newies, Sue, 

Sharyn, Anne, Julie (Muller) and David.  We really hope the 5 new stars enjoy their time on the 

committee and their welcome contribution can only benefit the Club as a whole. 

A VERY HAPPY AND SAFE EASTER TO ALL OUR MEMBERS! 

Editor’s Note:  Any items for the Bulletin please email to:   lynnejones4717@outlook.com
Our Club meets every 3rd Monday of the Month,10.00am Club Ashfield, 

1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield. Exceptions may occur. 

 Please consider becoming a member of Club Ashfield, the Club that supports us. 
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