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Now that DECEMBER is here,  FESTIVE TIMES have started in the lead up to 
CHRISTMAS. We will have our CHRISTMAS LUNCH on Monday 11th. A HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS is wished to all, especially to VICTORINE, CLIFF, GARY and MAUD, who 
presently are unable to attend meetings. As 2023 comes to a close, please think seriously 
of joining the 2024-25 Committee in March next year.  New members bring new ideas and 
to work as part of a team can be rewarding and vital to keep 'the wheels turning' and keep 
our Club healthy. 
Also as the year ends just a reminder as to how well served we are by Club Ashfield, 
Each meeting a lovely room and equipment all set up for us, a Bistro right next door and 
Management who find no request is a trouble - and don't forget the generous grant that 
allowed us to have that lovely day in Bowral.  
NOVEMBER SPEAKER- JANE COX 
At our November members meeting we learnt a lot regarding our Corrective Services from 
the speaker, Jane Cox.  Jane has worked for Corrective Services for many years. Who knew 
they planned meals months ahead as they grew vegetables on their own farm for meals for 
the inmates.  As Jane said, "if you want lettuce in the sandwiches you have to plan ahead 
for them to be grown".  Another interesting item was an aged care unit, as they don't put 
elderly unfit prisoners in with the healthy young. Also four dialyses machines for inmates 
was a surprise, to save time and guards to take them to hospital for treatment. Jane 
entertained us with her good sense of humour, and answered the many questions from our 
members. 
NSW PARLIAMENT HOUSE – FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER 
A Tour of NSW Parliament House enlightened and delighted eight eager historians with a 
comprehensive overview of its origins.  Two extremely knowledgeable guides, one for the 
Lower House named the Wentworth  Room, “Green" and the other for The Upper House 
"Red" Chamber.  These Chambers occupy the building fronting Macquarie Street, which 
was part of the "Rum" Hospital.  We were allowed to sit in each Chamber and experience 
being a Politician for a brief moment while being informed about "Black Rod" and the team 
of highly experienced public servants who sit in front of the Speakers of the House.  We 
were able to have Lunch in the Parliamentary Café - which was only so so!!  
STRATHFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
A very good concert was held at Strathfield Town Hall on Sunday 26th November. At least 
two Ashfield Probus Club members attended. The acoustics have improved vastly since the 
recent renovations of the Hall. Also air conditioning has been installed, which makes a 
difference, especially in summer. 
The concert started with a short quintet by Indigenous composer Deborah Cheetham. This 
was followed by Haydn’s “La Poule “ Symphony No.83 in four movements, with the comical 
sounds of “The Hen” evident. Soloist for the day was young Nara Lee (violin)  who gave a 
sublime performance of Vaughan Williams’s “Lark Ascending”. The concert ended with 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 (Pastoral) with the sounds of a dramatic thunderstorm in the 
fourth and second last movement. The orchestra seems to have improved after eleven years 
under Artistic Director Sadaharu Muramatsu (Sada). 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
WALKS:    There will be no walks for December and January as the weather is too hot.  Breda says:  
“Happy Christmas to all my walkers and I look forward to many more great walks with you in 2024”. 
 
OUTINGS:    
Monday 11th December: CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON Last Probus Event for 2023! 
 Club Ashfield. 12 Noon for 12.30 p.m. 2 Course Menu with Tea & Coffee:   Great Christmas Raffle Prizes 
organised by Iris.  Lovely Prize also for the best Christmas outfit!!! Our valued Members from another land 
might like to give us a Christmas Greeting in their native tongue – and maybe dress accordingly!!!  
ENTERTAINMENT presented by member Sharyn Mattern and her trusty mates from the Bush Music 
Club.  Sharyn says:  I purchased my first English Concertina about 30 years ago when I was looking for an 
instrument that was portable and easy to play.  I enjoy playing music for dancing; waltzes, polkas, etc; and 
am looking forward to playing some of this music for you at our Christmas party. 

The cost of the Luncheon is subsidised by our Club.  Members pay only $30.00. 
 
 

500 CLUB: First Monday of the Month at 10am.  Club Ashfield. Next game:     Tuesday 2snd January. 
SCRABBLE:  Last Monday of the Month 10am. Club Ashfield. Next game:   Monday 29th January. 
COFFEE CLUB:   Last Monday of the Month at 11am. Happy Daze café.     Monday 29th January.  
BOOK CLUB:  Books, DVD’s and Magazines- Bring one, take one!              Free. 
YEO PARK: First Friday of the Month 11.00am.  Next 2nd February. Bring a chair.  
 
 CINEMA: Tuesday 2nd January: 10.00 – 12.00. Club Ashfield Boardroom. Evelyn 0434 552 815.  

 The Old Oak, Genre -Drama, Duration - 113m, Start Date - 23 November. 
Director -Ken Loach. Description: People feel deserted by 'The System' after the coal mines closed. 
Syrian refugees move in, how will they be received? 
 
One Life, Genre - Drama, Duration -110m, Start Date -26 December. 
True story of one man who facilitated the escape of 600 Jewish children from the Nazis in Prague. 
 
  CONCERTS: Club Ashfield. Friday Nights: Bridge City Jazz Band. Jazz/Dancing 7:30.  
  Band Call: - St Andrew's Anglican Cathedral, Sydney -1230-1330 Gold Coin Donation. December 13, 
Police Band. Band Call, almost finished for 2023, resume 1 February 2024. 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music - commence next year, watch this space 
Sydney Festival 5-28 January - find on sydneyfestival.org.au/explore, wide range of activities. 

 
 SPEAKERS:   January: Darian Tomasiello, Community Engagement Officer, Care Flight. He will 
 speak about their service and different transportation systems. 
       
  ANNUAL VACATIONS:   WAGGA WAGGA, TUMUT, COOTAMUNDRA & JUNEE 
  6 days fully inclusive - Sunday, 5th May 2024. $1,390 per person twin share single supplement +$375 
  Luxurious return coach travel & five nights quality accommodation at the Mercure or Quality Rules 
  Motel. Hearty breakfasts & delicious evening meals in the Hotel’s Restaurant & lunches every day on the tour 
  Fascinating day tours and entry to all attractions as per itinerary.  8 Members already booked..  
  Contact Breda 0429 723 531 
   
CUNARD CRUISE:   5th – 10th March 2024.  4 Members are booked on the QE2 for a 6 day cruise to    
 Tasmania and Melbourne.   Heavily discounted prices on offer at present.  Phone Nicki on 0438 505 799 

 
Our Club meets every 3rd Monday of the Month,10.00am Club Ashfield, 1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield. 
              Please consider becoming a member of Club Ashfield, the Club that supports us. 
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