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Now that we are in JULY, we are plunged into THE DEPTHS OF WINTER. The 
situation in UKRAINE and RUSSIA does not look good. Cost of living pressures 

and the increase – again – in energy prices- are affecting us all. We send our 
condolences to Stephen Sheridan, whose father passed away recently. And many 
thanks to EVELYN, who has volunteered to organise our CONCERTS program. 

JIM MEEKIN is celebrating his 95th birthday this month. At least 24 members 
have paid for our MID-YEAR LUNCHEON to be held on 25th JULY . We are hoping 

more will book. Those who have not paid can still pay at our GENERAL MEETING 
on MONDAY 17th JULY, after which CECILY has to give the numbers to the 
CROYDON PARK CLUB. 

 
BARRACKS AND MINT OUTING – A REPORT FROM ANN 
On Thursday 29 June 2023, eighteen of our Ashfield Probus group visited the Hyde 

Park Barracks and The Mint in Macquarie Street Sydney. 
The Barracks building, originally designed by Francis Greenway, has undergone an 

amazing redevelopment and was only reopened to the public early in 2020. Each of us, 
fitted out with the new audio technology enjoyed moving from room to room at our 
own pace, hearing about the experiences of the convicts in ‘authentic’ first person 

accounts as we looked at well designed, co-ordinated displays. We moved along to 
hear about when the Barracks accommodated female immigrants and heard their 

stories in mesmerising ‘realness’. Interspersed throughout the narrative of early 
Sydney was the story of how the Indigenous Nations were impacted and suffered with 
the coming of the white men, how they fought back, were killed, or their children 

removed in what today we call the Stolen Generations. It was confronting and thought 
provoking. 
After regathering our group together, we proceeded to The Mint where we were met by 

a knowledgeable and personable guide who told us of the history of the building, 
which was originally part of Governor Macquarie’s ‘Rum Hospital’. We were treated to 

a guided tour of the working areas that were used for production of coins and given a 
history lesson on early currency and its value. 
It was wonderful hearing about Sydney’s early history and a very enjoyable day out in 

the City. 
 
ONE HIT WONDERS 

Three Probus members attended a lovely concert by Strathfield Symphony Orchestra 
at Petersham Town Hall on 2nd July. Popular pieces played were “The Moldau” by 

Smentana, Adagio for Strings by Barber, and The Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Dukas. The 
orchestra finished by playing Symphony in D Minor by Cesar Franck. Now that most 
of the Covid restrictions are over, afternoon tea is being served again at interval- 

always refreshing! 
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COMING EVENTS 

WALKING: Wednesday 15th August: Watson’s Bay.  Meet 10am Circular Quay, Pier 2 for 10.15am 

Ferry to Watsons Bay.  Walk to Camp Cove and onto South Head.  Return for Fish n’ Chips at Doyles or 

try a local café.  Ferries return 15 & 45 past the hour.  Pls note change of date to accommodate members 

who have a Wednesday commitment.  Names on the sheet please. Breda 0429 723 531 

OUTINGS Tuesday, 25th July:  Midyear Luncheon.  Croydon Park Club (RSL) Seymour Street, off 

Georges River Road. 2 Course Menu $35.00 per Member $45.00 per Guest.  Names on the Sheet please and 

money required this meeting.  Food highly recommended – parking available. 

To decorate and liven our Luncheon there will be prizes for the most colourful hat, most comical and the 

most elegant!!  Our members have great artistic abilities and imagination – so it will be sensational!!   

Wednesday, 30th August: Archibald Exhibition, Art Gallery of NSW.  Meet in the Gallery 

Foyer at 10.30am.  Entry to the Exhibition is $25.00 or $22.00 for those with a Government Concession 

card, i.e. not Seniors.  Pay individually. Names on the Sheet please. 

500 CLUB: First Monday of the Month at 10am.  Club Ashfield. Next game:  Monday, 7th August. 

SCRABBLE:  Last Monday of the Month 10am. Club Ashfield. Next game:   Monday, 31st July. 

COFFEE CLUB:   Last Monday of the Month at 11am. Happy Daze café.      Monday, 31st July. 

BOOK CLUB:  Books, DVD’s and Magazines- Bring one, take one!              Free. 

 

CINEMA: Tuesday 1st August: 10.00 – 12.00. Club Ashfield Boardroom. Evelyn 0434 552 815.  

Movies for discussion on above date: Carmen: Drama, Start Date-13 July, Duration-117mins.   

Director: Benjamin Millepied  Cast: Paul Mescal, Rossy DePalma.  Description: Carmen flees her home 

in Mexico to escape a brutal cartel. Attempts illegal U.S. border crossing and is ambushed by a brutal 

border guard. A fellow patrol member saves her, both now on the run. 

The New Boy: Drama, Start Date -6 July, Duration-116 mins.  Director: Warwick Thornton 

Cast: Cate Blanchette, Wayne Blair, Deborah Mailman, Awan Reid.  Description: Set in the 1940's 

Australia. Nine year old Aboriginal orphan boy arrives at a remote monastery run by renegade nun 

Blanchette; story of spiritual struggle and the  cost of survival. 

 

CONCERTS: Club Ashfield:  Friday 14th July: “The Bridge City Jazz Band”.7.30-10.30 pm Stella 

Room (next to Bistro) 20 Year Anniversary Celebration. Contact Breda Ph: 0429 723 531 

Wednesday, 2nd August: BAND CALL.  St. Andrew’s Cathedral Square, next to the Town Hall. 

Navy Band, 12.30pm – 1.30pm.  Gold coin donation.  For other monthly Band performances, go to 

www.sydneycathedral.com. 

August 11-September 9: The Guild Theatre Limited Community Theatre, 87 Railway St., corner of 

Walz St, Rockdale. “Wait until Dark”. During the week 8 pm start. Sat/Sun performances 2 pm start. 

Cost: Concession $25, Adult $30. 

Sydney Conservatorium:  Lunch Break Concerts - Gold Coin – Information available in August when 

Student Classes resume. 

 

SPEAKERS: July: Gisele Mesnage. “Living Blind and Aging in the 21st Century.” Gisele is blind and 

will speak about living blind to -day, e.g. guide dogs and technology.  

August: Ashfield Police will speak on Crime and Prevention and on Cyber-Crime. 

September: Once again,  popular, Paul Kearney will deliver “The History of Rock & Roll in Australia.” 

YEO PARK: First Friday of the Month 11.00am.  Next 4th August. Meet under the trees. Always 

enjoyable – good conversation. Bring a chair.  

2023 TOURS:  Canberra 14th-17th September.  4 day/3 night.  $5 petrol levy. Nicki 0438 505 799.   

 

Our Club meets every 3rd Monday of the Month,10.00am Club Ashfield, 1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield. 

              Please consider becoming a member of Club Ashfield, the Club that supports us. 


