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As we get further into AUTUMN in MAY, we are having some sunny days amongst 
occasional wet ones. The cost of living is going up – groceries, housing, energy, 
health and education. It is hoped that The Federal Budget will have offered some 
solutions for these things, and that our younger relatives will be able to get into and 

stay in the HOUSING MARKET. We may have found ourselves watching the 
CORONATION on MAY 6th. A HAPPY MOTHERS DAY is wished to all mothers on 
SUNDAY MAY 14th.  

 
BRIDGE WALK 
A lovely walk on the Sydney Harbour Bridge in April. The weather was good to all 13 who 
attended. We met at Milsons Point Station and walked southward to the Rocks. There we 

had an enjoyable lunch at Ribs & Burgers in George St North. Following lunch we went 
our own way - some sight-seeing in the Rocks; others just stopping for a coffee and 
sweets. Why not join us on our next walk? 

TALK ON THE CONSTITUTION 
At our General Meeting on Monday 17th April, we were treated to a very entertaining and 
informative talk by Legal Expert from Canberra- John Christensen- all dressed up in a 
dinner suit. For such a heavy subject, the Australian Constitution, John made us smile 

and laugh by wearing, one at a time, his large collection of hats- a Digger’s Hat with 
corks, a Bowler Hat, Uncle Sam’s Hat from the US, a Swiss Hat, a Norwegian Hat and so 

on. He explained how the Federal Constitution came about, the uniting of the various 
different states of Australia and Territories, which had previously run “Responsible 
Governments”. In the questions that followed, we briefly touched on the current issue of 

“The Voice” and he threw up a new problem- the fact that our present Constitution only 
exists as a Statute of the British Parliament. How to bring it back to Australia? 
  

NORFOLK ISLAND – by LILLI 
What a wonderful trip! 
I first saw the majestic, tall and straight Norfolk pines. They have been, to my mind, 
the Island's protectors for over 500 years. 

 On arrival, a long tour around the island introduced us to its history. Each day 
brought a variety of tours: a welcoming progressive dinner with family histories and 
delicious food; the lively Fish Fry; the Ghost tour and much more. My favourites were 

the visits to private gardens, because they were an opportunity to hear what the locals 
had to say, and the exotic trees and plants were beautiful and very new to me. 

Another attraction for me was the languid cows on the curving streets and the free 
and noisy chickens laying their eggs wherever suited them. 
 In all, I learned from the many guides, their love and pride of their country was 

obvious. 
 The last tour was to the highest point of the island, with wine and cheese 
refreshments as we gazed at this beautiful and historical island surrounded by a wild 

sea. This was very special. 
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COMING EVENTS

WALKING:   Wednesday, 7th June: To be advised. 

OUTINGS  Wednesday, 24th May:  Chinese Gardens Darling Harbour.    Meet at the Gardens at 

10.15am .Free tour at 10.30am. To get there either:  Train to Central, catch L1 Light Rail (Concourse 

level) to Paddy's Market, then flat walk along Tumbalong Bvd. to Chinese Garden (about 400m) OR 

Train to Town Hall, walk down George St to Liverpool St, turn right and walk down left-hand side to the 

overhead bridge to Chinese Garden (on the left). About a 25 minute walk. Names at May Meeting. Cecily 

9798-5059. 

Thursday, 29th June:    :  The Barracks and The Mint.  Free.  Meet at The Barracks, top of Macquarie 

Street, 10.00am.  Takes about 90 minutes with an audio to guide you through the Barracks.  The Mint less 

time, say 15 minutes. 

Tuesday, 25thJuly:  Mid Year Luncheon.  Details later. 

500 CLUB: First Monday of the month at 10.00am.  Club Ashfield. Next game:  Monday, 5th June. 

SCRABBLE:  Last Monday of the Month 10.00am. Club Ashfield. Next game:  Monday, 29th May. 

COFFEE CLUB:   Last Monday of the Month at 11am. Happy Daze café. Monday, 29th May. 

BOOK CLUB:  Books, DVD’s and Magazines- Bring one, take one!  Free. 

CINEMA: Tuesday 6th June: 10 a.m. Club Ashfield Boardroom. Evelyn 0434 552 815. 

The Innocent, Genre - Comedy. Duration - 99m. Start Date - 13/4/23. French, English sub-titles 

Director: Louis Garrel; Cast: Louis Garrel + 

Description: Familial tensions, criminal hijinks and unexpected romance collide. Misguided son out to 

protect his mother, finds himself embroiled in an elaborate heist. 

Limbo, Genre - Drama. Duration - 108m. Start Date -18/5/23.  Australian. 

Director: Ivan Sen; Cast: Simon Baker + 

Description: A poignant, intimate journey into the complexities of loss and the impact of the justice 

system on Aboriginal families in Australia. Detective Travis (Simon Baker) investigates a cold case 

murder of an indigenous girl 20 years previously. 

CONCERTS: Club Ashfield:  Free every Friday night “The Bridge City Jazz Band”. 

Wednesday, 24thMay, 12.30pm.  Lunch time Concert, Verbruggben Hall, The Conservatorium. 

May 19th-29th Rockdale Town Hall: “South Pacific” by Rockdale Musical Society.  $55.00 discounted 

to $30.00 for Probus Members.   When booking, type in ‘spprobus23’ for the discount.  Any problem 

contact Cecily 9798 5059. 

SPEAKERS. 

May: Cindy Davies will speak on “Iran Past and Present”. A novelist, Cindy writes about Iran while having 

lived and worked in Turkey. 

June: Peter Kahn is the Public Relations Officer for Sydney Tramway Museum.  Peter will speak on  

“Sydney’s Trams of Yesteryear”. 

YEO PARK: First Friday of the Month 11.00am.  Next 2nd June. Meet under the trees. Always 

enjoyable – good conversation. Bring a chair.  

2023 TOURS:  Canberra Tour: 14th-17th September, 2023.  4 day/3 night.  Gwen Ph: 0414 265 979 

Our Club meets every 3rd Monday of the Month,10.00am Club Ashfield, 1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield. 


