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WE ARE GETTING INTO 2023 NOW, BUT WITH A SLOW START.
Many will have enjoyed the tennis. The FEBRUARY HUMIDITY discourages activity, and
yet Breda has taken us on a lovely walk in Balmain, and we’ve had a successful trip to
La Perouse, organised by Cecily and John. The weather is a bit unpredictable, with
storms and flooding. The war continues in Ukraine. An earthquake in Tiirkiye. And we
have a State election coming up in March.

BALMAIN WALK

When we arrived at the quaint timber building on Balmain shore, complete with its
catalogued free library, we knew this was going to be something different. As we explored the
foreshore with its ancient constructions, we learned that a Dry Dock was built there in 1855
and operated until 1959. It later functioned as a container ship dock and Peter Salisbury,
who worked there as an inspector, gave us firsthand knowledge of the workings of the

dock. We made our way to Ballast Point Park with its fascinating rusting artefacts
incorporating relics of its use as a Caltex Refinery. The highlight was the unique garden
where circles of different sizes from smaller tanks were grassed and landscaped to great
effect. Another treat was waiting for us at Café Charlotte where we enjoyed a lovely lunch. Is
it any wonder that 2 days later our “secret” was reported on in the SMH!

LA PEROUSE AND MUSEUM

There were 12 attendees, with the majority making the 2 hour journey by train/light rail and
bus. The Light Rail and Bus trip was very interesting to those of us who had not been in that
part of Sydney for some time. The Museum documents the expedition of the French explorer,
La Perouse, as well as displays of Aboriginal stories. The site was one of the first places visited
in the Sydney region by Europeans in 1788. La Perouse is a beautiful part of Sydney. After
our visit to the museum we lunched at a local fish café.

YEO PARK

Meeting in Yeo Park on a Friday at 11am during the Corona Virus restrictions was the Brain
Child of Iris - it was a Godsend and well attended and enjoyed at that time. Since then, the
numbers have dropped off and discussion on 'what to do' took place at the January
Meeting. A suggestion put forward was to treat it like an Outing, e.g. 1 morning per month,
have a Booking Sheet for names - and include a column for Croquet. Maybe 1st Friday of the
month. Think about it as it will be on the Agenda for the February Meeting.

PREMIER’S GALA CONCERT: Marta reported the day went off very smoothly with the bus on
time, Concert superb, no one got lost and the bus deposited them back home safely.

Application Forms for the 2023/24 Committee are available at the February Meeting. Nominations to be
valid are required to be submitted by the end of the February Meeting.


mailto:ashfieldprobus@hotmail.com
https://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/ashfield

COMING EVENTS

WALKING: Wednesday, 8 March 2023 Callan Park Walk. The walk will commence at the Leichhardt
Park Aquatic Centre. Plenty of parking at the Centre or Buses 440, 445, 437 — Mary Street stop is a short
walk to the Centre. Meet at 10:30 for walk in Callan Park and return to the Centre for lunch at The Café.
Breda 0429 723 531

OUTINGS: Wednesday, 22" February: A trip to the Museum of Sydney, corner Phillip & Bridge Streets.
on the site of Old Government House. \ery interesting with a theatrette. Explore the characters, cultures
and soul of early Sydney and celebrate the diversity, strength and resilience of both our First Fleeters and the
local aboriginals. Meet at the Museum Coffee Shop at 10.00am and be ready to start the tour of the Museum
at 10.30am. PH: Cecily 9798 5059 or 0408 465 945.

Thursday, 30thMarch: 11.00am. Our popular B.B.Q. Kokoda Track Pavilion, Rhodes Park, Killoola
Street, Concord West. near Concord Hospital. Sausages, Onions, Cole Slaw, Tea/Coffee etc. All supplied.
Just bring your plate, cutlery and anything else you require. Also please bring along a gift to raffle
(Roughly $10). Phone Marta 9799 7287

Friday, 28" April. 11.00am: Tour of Government House . Limited to 20 people.

As Government House is also the Residence of the Governor, it is a requirement that we show proof of
identity. Please include on the Sheet your Medicare No. with your name as that would suffice. As the
Sheet will contain personal information, it will be kept by Cecily. (Privacy etc. etc.)

500 CLUB: First Monday of the month at 10.00am. Club Ashfield. Next game: Monday, 6™ March.
SCRABBLE: Last Monday of the Month 10.00am. Club Ashfield . Next game: Monday, 27" February.
COFFEE CLUB: Last Monday of the Month at 11am. The Candle Cafe. Monday, 27" February.
BOOK CLUB: Books, DVD’s and Magazines- Bring one, take one! Free.

CINEMA: Tuesday 7" March: The Son: Genre - Drama, Duration - 123m, Start Date -9 February.
Fraught family relationships

Women Talking: Genre - Drama, Duration - 110m, Start Date - 16 February. Women's abuse in
a Mennonite colony - journey of rage, grief, wisdom, and hope.

CONCERTS: Club Ashfield: Free every Friday night “The Bridge City Jazz Band”.

SPEAKERS. February: Dr. Richard Harris is a dreamer with many talents, best known as one of
Australia’s top Vascular Surgeons and for spearheading the rebuild of a major metropolitan public hospital,
Hornsby Hospital. One of his passions is writing. He was inspired by John Lennon’s song “Imagine”.

March: There is no speaker for March as it is the Annual General Meeting.

April: John Christensen, from the legal world, will speak on the Australian Constitution. Title “Hats off to
our Federal Constitution.”

YEO PARK: Fridays 11.00am Weather improving. Sit on the veranda near the Coffee Shop
or under the trees. Bring a chair. Toilets available. (This Event may change to one day per month after the
February Meeting).

2023 TOURS: Norfolk Island Tour: 16-23"April, 2023. Contact Iris Ph: 9797 9455
Canberra Tour: 13t-16™ September, 2023 4 day/3 night. Contact Gwen Ph: 0414 265 979

Our Club meets every 3" Monday of the Month,10.00am Club Ashfield, 1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield.



