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AS WE ENTER MAY, the weather is getting cooler and the news is hotting up. 

The war continues in Ukraine, and we have a Federal election on May 21.  Members 
have been defying the rain forecasts and have been getting out and about.  

 

The Kennellys spoke at the April meeting. Bruce gave a fascinating insight into their 5-
6 years in Tanzania, with some fact and figures (not too many) of what life was like for 

them and their little son. He spoke of many delightful trips to nearby  
Wild Life Parks, and also of the many obstacles they faced daily, including sicknesses 
and diseases. Judy ended the talk with a humorous (and brave) episode of catching a 

baby baboon in her bedroom and her solution of “what to do with him.” 

On April 12, six members of our Club participated in the walk beside Hawthorne Canal 
from Summer Hill to Dobroyd Point. There we stopped for a nice snack and then 

continued the walk along Dalhousie Street to Ashfield Park, from whence we separated 
and made our own ways to Summer Hill, Ashfield or home. After so many wet days, the 

weather was kind to us for the walk. 

On Tuesday, April 26, a small group dared the threatening weather and had a dry day 
enjoying the pleasant company and natural beauty of the Sydney Botanic Garden. 

FROM BREDA, a report on members’ recent trip to Jindabyne:- 

They said it would rain every day. The forecast showed nothing but, for our five precious 
days.   It was a gimmick; we had beautiful weather every day for our Life of Riley holiday.  

Chalets were divine, verandahs to catch the sunrise over the Lake, every convenience, 
even if I never got past home screen on the huge TV. Bed so cosy I missed the bus the 

first morning. It had been a long drive! Oh yeah, I wasn’t driving. That was the lovely, 
witty, Matthew. 

Snow country, they should call it Boulder Country, as massive specimens abound. Many 

used as features; some even partly polished to great effect, decorating the landscape at 
the Schnapps Distillery, along with wonderful iron artistry. The power of a creative mind! 

An Austrian family created this imaginative feature, and nearly got us all drunk tasting 
schnapps- never knew there were so many different kinds. 

The Cowra Prison, Charlotte Pass, Train to Perisher and Mt Crackenback, Dead Horse 

Gap 5190 ft looking across to Mt Hotham in Victoria. Trout hatchery (they were not 
native, wonder how they felt emigrating to Oz); Chairlift to the top of Mt Kosciuszko, 
great fun watching the young bike riders scooting down the mountain. 

So much food, cooked brekkies, indulgent morning teas, lunches and three course 
dinner with wines. And great company, not just our own contingent but the 22 other 

fun-loving travellers on our tour.  All out to have a good time and boy, did we!! 
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COMING EVENTS 

WALKING:  

Wednesday May 11th. Dulwich Hill.  A 4.5 km walk from Ashfield to Dulwich Hill via “Side Ways Deli 

Café” and a comfort stop. Meet 10am at the Ashfield Station Bus Shelter, near the Lift, on Brown Street 

(Liverpool Road side of the Station).  Names please contact the Secretary. 

Tuesday 14th June. Barangaroo. Meet at Circular Quay at 10.30 near City Extra – follow the foreshore to 

Barangaroo Park. Browse the Park before returning to Café on the Waterfront at Hickson Road for lunch. 

Return to the Quay via the same route. 

OUTINGS:  Wednesday, 25th May. TRIP TO KATOOMBA.   Visit the Blue Mountains Cultural 

Centre.  Admission is free to the general area but there is a small charge to any exhibition. The Centre has 

a shop with a range of local and Australian made products and unique gifts. There is a café serving light 

refreshments and lunch. To make the most of the day, we need to catch the 8.31am Katoomba train from 

Strathfield platform 3, carriage No. 6. (Catch trains from Ashfield at 8.10 am and 8.14 am.) Return 

trains changing Strathfield are 1.15 pm, 2.20 pm. 3.20 pm. There is a No. 686 bus to Echo Point which 

accepts Opal card. Temperature should be about 20 degrees but being the mountains, who knows? Names 

and phone Nos. please on the booking sheet at the May General meeting. 

DISCUSSION GROUP:  Last Monday of the Month at 10.00am.  May 30th. Topics for May: Most 

people are bullied at some stage of their lives, what can be done to counter bullying in all its forms?   

What is humour?  Why are some people naturally funny?  What brand of humour appeals to you?  

Iris would like to welcome newcomers to the Discussion Group.  If you go to Coffee, leave home earlier 

and join in for a little mental stimulation before relaxing for coffee and a chat.  Don’t be alarmed, you can 

come along and just listen if you wish without joining in!  0403 882 451. 

    BOOKS, DVD’S and MAGAZINES- BRING ONE, TAKE ONE. (John Coburn’s baby.) 

Keep the Library going – bring a book/s etc or take a book/s etc to and from the meeting.  

COFFEE CLUB:   Last Monday of the Month at 11am at Café on Charlotte. May 30th.  

(Follows on from the Discussion Group)  

This month Harry (Commander in charge) will be testing out his new Cochlear ear!! 

CINEMA: Tuesday 7th June.  Club Ashfield 10am- 12noon.  After Yang. Drama. 96m. Start date 28 

April. Science fiction- delving into similar conversations of what it means to be human in the context of a 

synthetic dystopia. Yang is a previously owned robotic child, is unresponsive – Jake (the ‘father’ of Yang) 

tries to repair him! Limited time slots for Palace Cinema- Leichhardt, numerous times for Palace Central. 

Cast: Colin Farrell. 

Operation Mincemeat. Drama. 127m. Start date- 12 May. Follows book of same name by author Ben 

Macintyre. True story WWII – Deception (espionage) effort by allies to keep the invasion of Italy hidden. 

Cast: Colin Firth, Matthew Macfadyen, Penelope Wilton. Ph:  Evelyn 0434 552 815. 

SPEAKERS: 16th May. Commander Tony Townsend will speak on his interesting career in the British 

and Australian navies. 

June: Our banjoists will finally play for us. “The Banjo Factory”- four professional players- Dennis 

Quinlan, Gordon Brown, Bill McLean and Gary McFetridge will speak and play for 45 minutes.  

YEO PARK: Fridays 11.00am.  The more the merrier.  Bring a chair. The Coffee Shop is open.  

Lovely under the trees. We could at the same time practice our croquet with our new croquet set. 

2022 TOURS: Merimbula. 10-15th October 2022. Payment please at the August Meeting.    

 

Ashfield Probus Club meets every third Monday of the Month at 10.00am 

Club Ashfield, 1 -11 Charlotte Street, Ashfield. 


