
Probus Club of Glen Osmond 
General Meeting 489 Minutes 

Monday 7th July 2025 
 

Opening   10.00am.  President Mary Dawes opened the meeting and welcomed members 

and visitor John Overton.  She also mentioned the option on the last Wednesday of each 

month in sharing a movie with her at the Regal Theatre and perhaps lunch at the Marryatville 

Hotel (next 30th July). 

Apologies: Peggy Barker, Geoff Bowels, Andrea Bown, Jill Casperson, Mary Catford, David 

Davidson, Betty Hele, Christine Lincoln, Helen Lindner, Rosie Lonum, Helen Martin, Bruce 

McKinnon, Irene McPhersen, Tom Pearce, Bet Read, Brian Rice, Dawn Yeatman 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries June 

3 birthdays – Bryce Kohler, Bruce McKinnon and Jan Riggs. 

 

Minutes of last meeting Monday 5th May 

The minutes of the meeting Monday 2nd June 2025 were approved by a show of hands and 

signed by the President.  

Treasurer – Andrew McEwin 

Andrew McEwin advised that the current balance is $2987 with all expenses covered. 
 

Activities – Kaye Leaker 

The annual Christmas in July Lunch will be held on Monday 21st July 12.30pm at the 
Caledonian Hotel 219 O’Connell Street, North Adelaide.  The cost is $60 per person (payment 
electronically or by cash on the day).  Please advise Kaye Leaker 0402 111 192 if you wish to 
attend. 
 
Welfare – Jill Casperson 

 Jan Rundle was pleased to have a call. Her absence from Probus is 
mainly because walking down the slope gives her great pain in her 
knees. She has a very supportive daughter. 

 Dawn Yeatman's health has been improving and, when weather permits, 
she walks in the grounds of her village in order to improve her strength. 

 Michael Shanahan said to say 'hello' to his Probus friends. He goes to the gym to 
improve his strength and balance and looks forward to returning to Probus later in the 
year. 

 Pam Barlow had been unwell but is much improved. 

 Mary Catford has been in touch with Ian and Mary Mould, and with Marg Wagner. 
 
Membership – Brian Rice 

 57 Regular Members (including 1 Honorary) 

 7 Non Active Members 
 

Attendance – Bev Webber 

 Present 33 

 Apologies 19 

 AWOL 5 

 Total 57 (Plus 7 Non Active) 
 

 

 

 



Story time with Bob  

Bob Brummitt shared a story of a 7 year old from the depression years.  It was a time when 
nothing changed; it was a static world.  Bob had never seen a home built, the cars were from 
the 20’s, nothing was new, planes were small and strung together.  
However while on a beach holiday in ’37 or ’38 he heard a buzzing noise which grew into a 
very loud sound as an enormous shiny steel 4 engined plane passed overhead. It was so 
large, so huge never to be forgotten, an Empire Flying Boat. The world was obviously going 
to change; it had a significant effect on Bob. 
  
11.00am Guest Speaker  

Nick Iadanza  Academic Leader, English   Prince Alfred College 
Topic: Encouraging Boys to Read 
 
Ken Watson introduced Nick as a teaching colleague from 2010 at Prince Alfred College and 
as someone who had appeared twice on the TV show Survivor. Nick added that he is also an 
aspiring novelist who has undertaken a creative writing course at Oxford University, and is the 
convenor of the PAC literary publication Shades of Red.  He has also been a podcaster and 
Channel 10 Host. 
His talk is similar to that presented to the Friends of the State Library focusing on improving 
literacy in young people. ‘Which books do I buy for my teenager?’ 
 
Nick believes students need guides to reading and demands reading at least 4 books outside 
the English Class, and not to pander to the lowest common denominator.  He argues that e-
books cannot replace physical books but advocates audio books (for pre-school children he 
recommends the Yoto Player). He also has the English staff modelling reading by listing 5 
books that have helped them in their lives and displaying the books on a creative wall chart. 
 
Nick encouraged members to give books rather than money as presents for grandchildren, 
and finally he specified 5 books that teenage boys find engaging and thought provoking. 
 
Year 8: Private Peaceful by Michael Meapurgo. 
Year 9: Catching Teller Crow by Ezelaid and Amberlin Kwaymullina. 
Year 10 The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
Year 11: House of Bernada Alba by Frederico Garcia Lorca 
Year 12: The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
 

The talk including answering several interesting queries from the audience was exceedingly 

well received.  Ken Watson thanked Nick and offered a small gift of appreciation for his 

engaging presentation. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 12.00pm.  

Signed as a true and accurate record  

 

President   Date 


