
Probus Club of Glen Osmond 
General Meeting 488 Minutes  

Monday 2nd June 2025 
 

Opening   10.00am.  President Mary Dawes opened the meeting and 

welcomed all, commenting on the notion of having a small raffle at each of the 

General Meetings of the Club to assist finances.  She also clarified the 

relationship with the Burnside Combined Probus Club as being one of sharing 

in selected activities. She also drew attention to an opportunity for members to 

attend a luncheon for RFDS Australia on Sunday 27th July 2025. 

Apologies: Beth Angel, Peggy Barker, Mary Catford, Kaye Leaker, Christine 

Lincoln, Brian Rice, and Michael Shanahan. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries June 

5 birthdays – Andrea Bown, Richard Duncan, Helen Martin, Marg Patton, Kim 

Perry. 

 

Minutes of last meeting Monday 5th May 

The minutes of the meeting Monday 5th May were approved by a show of hands 

and signed by the President.  

Treasurer – Andrew McEwin 

Andrew McEwin advised that the current balance is $3968 with $1100 to pay 
for the bus trip to Murray Bridge. 
A number of members are still to pay their subscriptions. 
 

Activities – Kaye Leaker 

The Murray Bridge trip supported by the Burnside Council grant was very 
enjoyable for those attending; 3 members from Burnside Combined Probus 
Club were invited to join the party. 
A Christmas in July Lunch at the Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide is planned; 
details to come. 
The possibility of a tour of Coopers Brewery was also mooted. 
 

Welfare – Jill Casperson 

Dawn Yeatman is tired and unsteady and would be pleased receive a call.  
Brian Rice is tired but pleased to have finished his radiography treatment. 
Jan Rundle is relying on a walker. 
Marg Wagner is pleased to have a close friend join her as a resident at 
Resthaven Mitcham. 
Mary Mould is positive but facing another round of treatment this week. 
Michael Shanahan’s health is slowly deteriorating. 
 
Members Profile  Ellis Wayland AM RFD ED 
Ellis commented that he had enjoyed a wonderful life with a wonderful wife, with 
joint careers in Financing and Soldiering determined by serendipity. He was 
Manager of Associated Securities which led to being Australian Regional 



Manager and Director for the Midland Banking Group of the UK and Manager 
of the Associated Midland Bank in Singapore.  
He was called to undertake National Service while at the University of Adelaide 

leading to extended years of service in the CMF finishing as Brigadier in 

command of 14 units of troops in SA, Tasmania and WA.  As a Major he served 

as an Observer with the 3rd Cavalry Regiment in Vietnam in 1986. 

Ellis spoke of an incident he experienced in Vietnam when he took over 

command of a tank and talking to the gunner by intercom was told ‘don’t worry 

sir we won’t let you kill us’.  He spoke with infantrymen who were clearly 

frightened of the high mountain country riddled with mines; a friend stepped on 

a mine and faced 15 operations. 

As regional Manager for Midland Bank he was based in Perth and dealt with 

Alan Bond who at the time was working as a home painter, and also John 

Roberts who went on to found Multiplex Constructions.   He was also sent on 

two fact finding missions overseas travelling with his wife Marg, and undertook 

an Executive program at Standford University in California. 

In 2024 he retired after serving for 23 years as the Australian President of SOS 

Children’s Villages, the biggest long term childcare organisation in the world 

caring for more than half a million children in villages, schools and aid centres 

in 132 countries.  

He was an Honorary Aide de Campe to the Governor General from 1984 to 

1987. For his services to the Army and to the community he was made a 

Member of the Order of Australia in 1987. 

 
Membership – Brian Rice 

 58 Regular Members 

 7 Non Active Members 

 1 Honorary Member Dr John Skipper 
 
Attendance – Bev Webber 

 Present 42 

 Apologies 7 

 AWOL 8 

 Total 57 (Plus 7 Non Active) 
 

Story time with Tom  

Another humorous anecdote this time about a married couple; thanks Tom. 

 
 

11.00 Guest Speaker 

 David Jarman Former teacher Westminster School 1963 - 2004 
“Some secrets of some buildings on North Terrace” 
 

In 2017 and 2018 David presented on FM Radio 21 sessions on quirky and unusual 
buildings on North Terrace in Adelaide.  He has since given many addresses on the 



same topic. His first story for us related to the Market Hotel at the south western end 
of the terrace.  Many immigrants were camped temporarily on the banks of the Torrens 
behind the current RAH with a nearby abattoir. They frequented the pub which sold 
beer in ‘butchers’.  When the wooden building burnt down it was replaced with the 
current stone building called the Newmarket Hotel. 
Heading in an easterly direction David embraced the Railway Station, Parliament 
House, Government House, War Memorial, Mechanics Institute, Mortlock Library 
Museum and Art Gallery; complementing this set with the suite of University buildings 
supported with bequests. Bonython Hall was styled on Christ College Cambridge and 
befitting his Wesleyan background Sir Langdon Bonython demanded a sloping floor – 
no dancing! 
David lamented the loss of the Exhibition Building with it’s cupola demolished by the 
University, and rounded off the talk with the Brookman Building and Ayers House with 
its connection to Ayers Rock. 

 
The talk was well received.  Ken Watson thanked David and offered a small gift of 

appreciation for his engaging presentation. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 12.00pm.  

Signed as a true and accurate record  

 

President   Date 

 

 

 


