
Probus Club of Glen Osmond 
General Meeting 487 Minutes  

Monday 5th May 2025 
 

Opening   10.00am.  President Mary Dawes opened the meeting and 

welcomed all, commenting on election relief and mentioning the forthcoming 

bus trip to Murray Bridge on Monday 19th May.  She also drew attention to an 

invitation from the Burnside Combined Probus Club to a celebratory Luncheon 

on Monday 12th May. 

Apologies: Beth Angel, Geoff Bowels, Andrea Bown, Beverley Brown, Mary 

McKenzie, Andrew McEwin, Susie McEwin, Brian Rice, Dawn Yeatman and 

Margaret Young. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 5 birthdays – Steve Lincoln, Irene McPhersen, Mary Mould, Brian 

Webber, Bess Welch. Congratulations to Bess on her 98th birthday. 

 

Minutes of last meeting Monday 7th April 

The minutes of the meeting Monday 7th April were approved by a show of hands 

and signed by the President.  

Treasurer – Andrew McEwin 

In his absence Andrew had advised the Secretary that the balance at the end 
of April was $4198 and that the capitation fees to PSPL had been paid. 
 

Activities – Kaye Leaker 

Kaye indicated that the Murray Bridge trip including boat tour is booked for Monday 

19th May 2025 at a cost of $50 per person. Members wishing to participate were to 

confirm with Kaye (0402 111 192).  The bus will leave 9.00am from Davenport Terrace, 

Hazelwood Park.  

 

Welfare – Jill Casperson 

Jill indicated that Dawn Yeatman is recovering well and that Jan Rundle is 
currently in respite care.  Brian Rice is undergoing radiation treatment and 
feeling rather flat. 
 

Membership – Brian Rice 

 58 Regular Members 

 7 Non Active Members 

 1 Honorary Member Dr John Skipper 
 
Attendance – Bev Webber 

 Present 41 

 Apologies 10 

 AWOL 7 

 Total 58 (Plus 7 Non Active) 
 

 



 

Story time with Tom  

 Another humorous anecdote; thanks Tom for enlightening us. 
 
 

11.00 Guest Speaker 

Rita Bogna  Former lawyer with a lifelong interest in history.  

“The Spanish Flu in South Australia 1919-1920” 

 

Rita is a retired lawyer and a member of the Edwardstown Probus Club (President in 
2019). She is also prominent in the Headstone Project in SA identifying people buried 
in unmarked graves.   
 
In 2021 she was awarded a Judges Commendation in a Wakefield Press Essay 
competition, a 1000 word essay that turned into a 100,000 word book. In 2023 she 
self-published with Open Book the book entitled ‘Under Siege Spanish Flu in SA 1919-
1920’.  In researching for the book Rita identified as many unmarked graves as 
possible post 1919 as this was a period of upheaval post war with burials conducted 
within 48 hours because of the flu pandemic, and several not having time for a funeral. 
 
This Pandemic is considered the worst ever with 1.8 billion people infected worldwide, 
considerably more than Covid-19 and other flu pandemics. It first appeared in Spain 
and came in 4 waves at first mild and the second deadly. Australia was one of the last 
countries affected because of its isolation and strict maritime quarantine procedures. 
 
The first death in South Australia was of a veteran of Gallipoli, James Thompson of 
Port Pirie. His unmarked grave was found in the West Terrace cemetery and now has 
a headstone. Rita has found that the most vulnerable age group who died of the flue 
was 20 – 45 years, including a majority of returned service men, and that pregnant 
women and their unborn children were particularly vulnerable. 
 
It is thought there were about 100 deaths in South Australia and that the 3rd and 4th 
waves of the flu came after Anzac Day celebrations and a later Treaty Day celebration 
on June 28th 1919. 

 
The talk was well received.  Ken Watson thanked Rita and offered a small gift of 

appreciation for her engaging presentation. 

 

The meeting closed at 12.00pm.  

Signed as a true and accurate record  

 

President   Date 

 

 


