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THE PROBUS CONCEPT

- Probus clubs provide the opportunity for those who have retired to meet
- regularly without pressure and with minimum cost, in circumstances
which provide new interests and new friends.

They are autonomous, simple in structure, non-political, non-sectarian
and non-fund raising.

The clubs are for those with professional, business and executive
backgrounds and others who have had some measure of responsibility in
any field of endeavour.
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How We Were Named

When the first Club was formed, members were asked for
their suggestions for a name for the Club. Some of the
fatuous suggestions were Ancient Lights, Has Beens, 0ld
and Bold, but one of the more erudite members suggested
PROBUS from PROfessional and BUSiness. It was observed
that PROBUS was a Latin word from which probity was
derived. Incidentally there is a village called PROBUS
in Cornwall, England as well as the Roman Emperor Marcus
Probus. That first Probus Club was established by the
Rotary Club of Caterham, England in 1966.

Australia’s first Probus Club was established at Hunters
Hill NSW on February 3, 1976. Our ‘presidents’ Message’
of August 1989 provides some interesting facts: “If we
take June 1982 as the Club’s birth date, we are equal
fourth oldest club (with Burnside P.C. and West Adelaide
P.C.) in the State, preceded only by Brighton P.C. (Feb
1981), Mitcham P.C. (Feb 1982) and Glenelg P.C. (June
1982). The first ladies’ Club in South Australia appears
to be Henley Beach Ladies p.c. (Dec 1983)"



June 1982 - October 1982

on June 7, 1982 a meeting was chaired by Mr T. Mukherjee,
President of the Rotary Club of Glen Osmond, held in the
Burnside Council Chambers at 10.30am. There were several
speakers, covering the history of Probus. This
culminated in the formation of the Glen Osmond and
Burnside Probus Club and the forming of an Agenda and
proposed Constitution.

A copy of the ‘first newsletter’ is shown below. The
first two newsletters were headed ‘The Glen Osmond and
Burnside Probus Club’, with the next three ‘The Probus
Club of Glen Osmond and Burnside’. Speakers at these
meetings were Coralie Soward (Mayor of Burnside), Dr
Donald Beard (Road Crashes the Modern epidemic), Malcolm
Schluter (Police in the 1980’s). Outings had been
arranged, to visit Benelin Winery, Stock Exchange,
Martindale Hall and Clare Winery. A Christmas Dinner had
also been arranged at the Burnside Community Centre.

Newsletter 5 (copy below) was the last of the Club before
the division into two separate Clubs.

Our birth on June 7, 1982 was Siamese twins (male), aptly
named ‘Glen Osmond’ and ‘Burn Side’ (surname Probus).
After 5 months, it was decided to separate the twins as
they had grown rapidly and a most successful operation
occurred. And now 20 years on, we have two very healthy
and thriving Clubs. Our current membership is 112.

This history sets out various facets of the glen Osmond
Men’s Probus Club inc. with details set out annually from
our inception to the June 2002 meeting, culminating in 20
years of achievement.



THE GLEN OSMGND AND BURNSIDE
PROBUS CLUB

PRES IDENT HON. SECRETARY HON. TREASURER
Tom Fife Con Heerdt Angas Read
Ph, 79-5653 Ph 31-2953 Ph 31-1722

Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of GLEN OSMOND and BURNSIDE, a well
attended meeting held in the BURNSIDE COUNCIL CHAMBERS oa JUNE 7TH
decided to form this Club, A Provisicnal Committee was elected to
operate under a Provisional Constitution,

It was decided that the Club should meet at 9,45 a m on the first
MONDAY of each month in the BURNSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Besides the Officers mentioned above, Len Iles (Ph 79-7075) is VICE-
PRESIDENT, and with Neville Soward (Ph 79-2311) and Bert Kelly (Ph 31 -
9989) make up the Provisional Committee.

The first formal Club meeting will be held at the COMMUNITY CENIRE

on JULY 5TH gt 9,45 a m, The first part of the meeting will be house-
keeping which will be necessary as the Club is so new. After morning
tea, a series of short (3 to 5 minute) speeches will be given by poor
unfortunate Club members selected by the President. The general idea
ot.this is to get to know one another,

To further this 'get to know you' objective, a visit to the Benelin
Winery ,t Sands Rd, McClaren Vale has been arranged for JULY 26TH.
Our Ladies and Friends are also invited, We will travel in our own
cars and we expect to assemble at the Winery soon after 12 noon,

Tom Fife speaks highly of both the food and wine and he says it will
be well worth the $8 we will collect at the door, Would Ladies and
non-members please we,r name badges of some kind? And would those who
want to go on this outing please advise one of the Committee? |
Our guest speaker on August 2ND will be Her Worship the Mayor of Burnside,
Mrs Soward, Qur membership as this goes to print is just aver 60.



THE PROBUS CLUB OF
GLEN OSMOND AND BURNSIDE

PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER
TOM FIFE CON HEERDT ANGUS READ
Ph. 79-5653 Ph. 31-2953 Ph. 31-1722

THE DIVISION OF THE CLUB

This will be the last newsletter that appears
under this heading. On the last meeting of the club on Oct. 4th, we
lecided to divide into two, with one club called the Glen Osmond Club
continuing under the Presidency of Tom Fife and which will continue to
meet on the first Monday of the month. The second club will be known as
the Burnside Club and this will meet on the third Tuesday of the month.
The formation meeting of this club will have been held by the time
this newsletter is printed. Then the officers of the club will be
known. 1In the future, each club will put its own newsletter.

The next meeting of the Glen Osmond Club will be on Nov. lst at 9.45 am
Speaker. Mr. W.N. McPherson.
Subject. The Changing Tennis World.

The next meeting for the Burnside Club will be on Nov. 16th.
Speaker. Mr. Hal Morgan.

Subject. What Is Happening To African Countries.
SOCIAL EVENTS '
The Murray Trip with members of both clubs participating,

will be on Nov. 15th. Our ladies, of course, are welcome. Be at the car
park to meet the bus by 9.15 am and do not forget to bring your own
picnic lunch. Afternoon tea will be supplied by M.V. Kookaburra. The
charge is $11.50 per person. Will Glen Osmond members who are going
please bring this to the meeting on Nov. 1lst? Burnside members who are
going should try to pay beforehand but failing that, should have their
money as they get on the bus. As this goes to print (Oct 14th) there
are 6 vacancies on the bus.

The Christmas Dinner will be held at tne Community Centre on
Dec. 9th. Cost $11.50 per person. This is for members of both clubs

and their ladies. Bookings for this are now filling.




CLUB FUNCTIONING

GENERAL: Because so many people have contributed to the
Club in so many ways, it seemed inappropriate to single
out any particular member. Contributions to the
efficient running of the Club include: Executive and
Committee members listed at the top of each newsletter,
those who speak at our meetings (and those who help in an
emergency), the setting up of tables and chairs and their
replacement, the organisation of morning tea/coffee
breaks, the distributors of newsletters, sweeping of the
hall on a roster basis, help at our outings and trips,
those who attend not only the various functions, but also
just attend meetings (and perhaps ask questions),new
members introduced and, of course, our honorary auditor
etc. This history has been done in detail in that it may
also be of help to other and new Probus Clubs, and is
based on the available records which were sparse in the

first year.

MEETINGS: are held monthly in the R.S.L. Hall at 13
Beatty Street, Linden Park as our venue from January
1983. The format developed over the years starts with
General Business at 10a.m. on the first Monday of the
month (the second Monday if a holiday on the first). In
the first half hour, it covers some or all of the
following: Welcome, including guests, one minute’s
silence for deceased member (s) in the last month,
birthdays in the last month (special recognition of 90+),
weddings in last month (with special recognition of

golden and diamond), reading of minutes of previous



meeting, correspondence, induction of new member(s) .
Then there are reports from Treasurer, Welfare,
Activities, Speakers, Newsletter, Attendance. Any time
left in this half hour is at the President’s discretion.
Morning tea has then been organised by our willing
workers. About lla.m. the guest speaker is introduced by
one of our members and at the end (after question time),
a vote of thanks is given and a suitable gift presented.
The Annual General Meeting has for many years been held
in March before the usual monthly meeting. Committee
meetings are held at the end of the monthly meetings

except when ladies are invited.

WELFARE: Our Welfare Officer keeps a close tab on members
who are sick, hospitalised, etc and keeps members well

informed. 1In earlier years, the Club placed an insertion
in the Advertiser when a member died, but this became too
expensive. Now the Club makes a donation to the charity

of the family’s choice.

NEWSLETTERS: provide the main communication with members.

These are printed by Parish Print behind Gartrell
Memorial Church and distributed by about 10 of our
members.: Because of distance, some members pay to have
them posted. Topics covered include President’s message,
next meeting, future meetings, last meeting, coming
events, activities, new member (s) inducted, deaths and

resignations, luncheons and dinners etc.

OUTINGS, TRIPS: The Club over the years has organised a

varied range of outings, some full day with lunch, some
half-day, a few evening functions. Trips in more recent
times have been less frequent for a variety of reasons

(“been there before”, ageing, dramatic fall in interest



rates since the late 1980's etc). Longer trips are
sometimes arranged with other near Clubs to get

sufficient numbers.

CHRISTMAS DINNERS, LUNCHEONS: In the first year,

Christmas Dinner was held at the Burnside Community
Centre, the next at the Members’ Dining Room, Adelaide
Oval, then at the Highbury Hotel before going to
Jumbucks’ Restaurant at the Arkaba Hotel a few times, and
the last dinners were at the Sturt Football Club for
several years. In more recent times the Club has moved
to Christmas Luncheons at the Colonial, Glen Osmond, due
in part to our age group and also due to more stringent
driving rules. These have been well attended and are
very popular. For several years in the late 1980’'s and
early 1990’'s, the Club arranged a Progressive Chinese

Dinner at Dragon Palace.

LADIES: Four times a year, wives/partners are invited to
our monthly meeting, followed by a “finger” lunch which
they provide. At most of our outings, except where
numbers are limited, ladies are most welcome. And they
are always included in our longer trips. Widows of

former members are also most welcome at these functions.

PICNIC-IN-PARK: Almost from inception, the Club has held

a late afternoon picnic in summer in Tusmore Park where
we did our own catering, using the Scout Hall for
dispensing meals, served by volunteers. Members provided
-tables, chairs, drinks etc. In the early years it was
referred to as the “Turkey Trot”. 1In 1996 the format
changed, with a 2-course meal (main and sweets) plus

tea/coffee being catered for, and our venue moved to



Kensington Gardens Reserve — this has proved most

successful.

SPORT: Over the years the Club has been involved
periodically with bowls “matches” against Burnside Probus
(and Toorak Gardens in 2002) and also the annual Prdbus -
Clubs Tournament. This annual Tournament has also

applied to Golf.

FINANCE: Our annual subscription was originally $6 and is
currently $12. New members pay a once-only $15 to cover
costs of badge(s) etc and $6 extra for posting of
newsletters. Over the years, the Club has built up an

adequate reserve to meet various contingencies.

INVESTMENT DISCUSSION GROUP: For many years, in

conjunction with Burnside Probus, our Club met at various
venues, as a voluntary group. When we met at Pine View
Village, non-Probian residents were invited. This

activity ceased in the mid 1990's.

LIFE MEMBERS: Over the years a number of members have

been recommended for Life Membership. In addition,
Certifiéates of Appreciation have been given to some

members for specific reasons. Life Members are listed

hereunder:

#1985 Con Heerdt i *1994 Perce Croser

:*1987 Keith Lamb 1995 Brian Sandow

*1989 Ray Warner *1996 Tig Ambrose
1992 Jack Waite 1999.Ron Hunter

1994 Bern Basedow

(* deceased)



THANKS: This history could not have been written wfﬁhbﬁfh
the whole-hearted support of many members of our Club X
offer my apologles for any. errors or omissions. b
-Thankyou all.

Bern Basedow
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