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probus is an association of retired and semi-retired persons who join together in

autonomous clubs. The concept originated in England, the first club beittg formed by the

Rotary Club of Welvryn Garden City in 1965. New clubs soon followed not only in England

but atso in other countries where Rotary was established. The first club in Australia was at

Hunter's Hill NSW n 1976-
Rotarians in the South West Pacific area receive a publication called "Rotary Down

LJnder,'and early in 1981 an article appeared about Probus and mentioning that a manual had

been prepared to assist Rotary clubs interested in forming a club. It was available from the

Rotary it rU of Sydney. I was Secretary of the Rotary Club of Glen Osmond at the time and on

6 April 19Bl the Board ofthe Club approved the payment of $5 for the purchase of the manual-

The concept of Probus seemed excellent, the workload for a Rotary Club was not

excessive and Adelaide's eastern suburbs seemed an ideal location. I believe one other Probus

club had already been formed in South Australia, in the Henley Beach area. However my

suggestion that the Rotary Club of Glen Osmond should take steps to form a Probus club

t"JJirr"d only lukewarm support. Some members feared that Probus would be a direct threat to

Rotary's membership numbers. Nevertheless the matter was referred to the Club's Vocational

Service Committee, but on 1 June 1981 following a report from that Committee the Board

agreed "to defer action at this stage".
New Rotary officers and committee members take office on 1 July each year. The new

Vocational Service Committee still had the formation of a Probus club on its agenda and I kept

asking about progress. Eventually a member of the Committee, Past President Arthur
perelman, told me that he had been unable to sleep one night and had read all the literature

about Probus. This led to Committee discussion.
The minutes of the Vocational Service Committee meeting of 19 January 1982 were

tabled at the Club Board meeting of 8 February 1982. The relevant minute reads:
.?robus Club. Approved,'Joint effort with Rotary Ctub of Burnside to forma club to be known

as the Burnside *a Cbn Osmond Probus Club. Financial involvement up to $100."

The minutes of the Board meeting of 7 June 1982 include the following item:

"Probus Club of Burnside and Glen Osmond- verbal report."
..The inaugural meeting was held on Monday 7 June 1,982. District Governor Les Mead,
president Ross ParhamlBurnside), President Tapen Mukherjee (Glen Osmond), Mayor Coralie

Soward, prof, Jim Richardson (Secretary Brighton Probus Club), were present. Club formed

successfully with 58 persons at the meeting joining. The Board wished to record its

appreciation of the work carried out by Arthur Perelman, in organising the new club and the

initiative and early persistence of Stuart Hart in gaining Club interest in this project."

The president of the new Probus Club, Tom Fyfe and his wife Lilliaru were present at

the dinner of the Rotary Club held at the end of the 1931-82 Rotaryyear. The outgoing Rotary
president, Tapen Mukherjee, in his address said that the number of Probus Club members had

increased to 94 and thought was being given to establishing two clubs.

The minutes of the Board meeting of 6 September L982 state that the Probus Club and

the Rotary Club of Burnside are to jointly take the initiative in forming another club with the

Rotary Club of Glen Osmond sharing the costs-
The Board minutes of 8 Novemb er 1982 record that the original Probus club had split

into two clubs, the Probus Club of Glen Osmond and the Probus Club of Burnside, with the

probability of a third club being formed-
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