
Foundation Members 19 Nov 2001 
 

Below is a list of those current members who were in attendance or were apologies for our very first meeting. 
 

Ed Eaton Joyce Johnston 
Irene Eaton Alistair Kennedy 

Jacqui Gourlay Jennifer Kennedy 
Michael Gourlay Dell Marshall 
Alistair Gow Jane Munro 
Norma Gow Ruth Rushbrook 

Stella Hall Barrie Seale 
Merv Holland Eda Ward 

 

Barrie Seale President October 2001 to March 2003 
 
During September/October 2001 members of the Ashgrove/The Gap Rotary Club contacted 
local residents regarding the formation of a Probus Club. The result was that 26 residents 
met at the Ashgrove Bowls Club on 23 October 2001. We were sweet-talked by the then 
Rotary President Cliff Weder and member Bruce Lingard. 

Those 26 became inaugural members and from that number a committee of 10 was formed.  

Those 10, most of whom are still members, laid the foundations of a very successful Club. 

Subsequent committees have shown the same dedication in developing the club to its 

present membership level of 120 plus a waiting list. Over the past 10 years through the 

efforts of the committee we have enjoyed many monthly meetings and the fellowship of 

fellow members as well as excellent guest speakers each month. 

We have had interesting day trips to local areas. Longer over night trips to Stanthorpe, Norfolk Island, Sabah, 

Cook Islands, Road trip Melbourne to Ceduna South Australia with many deviations along the way of the 

5000km., Coffs Harbour, and this year’s trip to New Caledonia. 

Other highlights include incorporation in 2003 mainly to protect office bearers and the local by-law of 

alternating male/female President/Vice-President. 

 

Jennifer Kennedy  President 2003 - 2004 
 

When I took office as the second president of our club, numbers were steadily growing and 

by midyear we had reached our limit of 100 members. We were a most enthusiastic group 

enjoying a variety of trips, theatre, dining, a fishing trip, musical concert by Stafford Probus 

and two picnics at Bellbird Grove. We held our first "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner" and 

our first visit to St Lucia Orchestra. The first two interest groups were formed; Scrabble and 

Walking, and they met regularly. 

I had a wonderful committee and our planning meetings each month were a social outing as 

well as attending to the business in hand. We had a lot of fun. A very important decision that 

year was to become incorporated and this took many months of negotiating. Thanks to the hard work of Alistair 

Kennedy and Barrie Seale our incorporation was achieved. I felt proud and honoured to be your first female 

president and I thoroughly enjoyed my year. 

 

Cliff Farmer President 2004 –2005 
 

By 2004 – 5 the club was well established and it was possible to expand the Club 

membership and extend the range of activities available. 

The club had a large waiting list and after considerable debate within the Committee and 

the Club as a whole the opportunity was taken in January 2005 to increase the membership 

to the present day level of 120. 

Expansion to the program included the introduction of a Club Speaker, the commencement 

of the Diners Group, Theatre Groups started, a second scrabble group was commenced and 

the first extended tour, “The Mary Valley and beyond” was held in March 2005 proving the 

popularity of the longer trips. 

The highlight for me personally was being able to work with such an enthusiastic and talented group of 

committee members comprising Dell Marshall, Margaret Rayner, David Menzie, Frank Callinan, Alistair Gow, 

Wendy Bell, Eileen Sneath and Jennifer Kennedy. 

 

  



Dell Marshall President 2005-2006 
 
My year as President of the Club followed three and a half years as Secretary and 

Membership Officer, a job which I did for a further year.  2005 was a year in which 

the words “constitution” and “by-laws” were not heard very often, if at all, and could 

probably be best described as a year of frivolity.  We had music quizzes with lollies 

as prizes, some amusing rather than educational speakers, and attempts with Smarties 

and coloured paper to get people to move around and mix with a different group each 

month, though this was not always successful.   

The membership was 120 by then, with a waiting list that was never much lower than 

20, and it was the Club which most people in the area wanted to join.  One memory 

that springs to mind is when Alistair Gow presented me with a trophy of a figure standing on a square of 

polished timber with a plaque about my being called “President Dell” which I abhorred.  I’ve wondered ever 

since about the person who was buried with a square cut out of their coffin!   

 

Alistair Gow President 2006-2007 
 
 Having spent the first four years of the club serving my apprenticeship by collecting 

money at the door for two years then serving two years on the Management Committee as 

Guest Speaker chairman, I was elected President for the club’s fifth year.  (elected??? Is 

being face down on the floor, with Dell bending one’s arm up behind one’s back, an 

election?) 

Our management committee consisted of:- Secretary - Merryl Brown, Treasurer - David 

Menzie, Membership & Immediate Past President - Dell Hobbs (Marshall), Social 

Secretary - Janice Wordsworth, Newsletter - Joyce Johnston, Overnight Tours - Wendy 

Bell and Guest Speakers - Doug Little.  This was the first year we didn’t have a volunteer 

to be Day Trips co-ordinator so thankfully, Eda Ward, Bruce Lingard and Jennifer Kennedy each organised one 

trip to overcome the problem. 

Trips for the year included the club’s first overseas trip which was to Norfolk Island and to Hervey Bay to see 

the whales.  Social activities included outings to: Q.U.T., The Art Gallery, Parliament House, Woolcock Park 

and events such as Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, The January BBQ Breakfast, Christmas in June, 5
th

 

Birthday Dinner and the Christmas Party. 

Phil Moschella introduced Chess to the club’s list of interest groups – Theatre Group, Walking for Enjoyment, 

Dining out and two Scrabble groups. 

I think for me, the most memorable innovation for the year was the introduction of our club’s “Court Jester”.  

During the year our original Court Jester Joan Christie left the club and was ably replaced by Joyce Johnston. 

 

Merryl Brown President 2007-2008 
 
To enjoy the fellowship of other Probians, a group from our club went to the Probus 
Friendship Day at Redland Bay.  We had a lovely day participating in various activities but 
none of our group would volunteer for the strawberry eating competition so President  
Merryl was the “bunny”. What she didn’t know was that no eating utensils were being 
supplied!! Needless to say there were strawberries from one ear to the other.  
On that day we realised that ours was one of the few clubs that didn’t have a banner.  At the 

next committee meeting it was decided to ask Karen Dunlop to design one for us, and now 

our banner proudly stands at all our meetings and other special occasions. 

 

David Menzie President 2008 - 2009 
 

Shirley and I arrived in Queensland in 2000 not knowing anyone.  Fortunately, soon after 

settling in The Gap,. The Ashgrove Probus Club was formed.  From having few 

acquaintances we soon had formed a number of friendships which continue to-day even from 

far off Tasmania.  
Club activities provided us with many enjoyable opportunities to be out and about.  I was 
glad to be able to participate in the administration as Treasurer, Vice-President and for a 
short time as President.  I hope the new constitution we adopted while I was President has 

served the Club well. 
 
My tenure was cut short when a property we had been watching on the banks of the Tamar River, suddenly 
came on the market. And we had to arrange our return to Tasmania sooner than planned.  Even so, we still feel a 
close association with the Club and our friends in Queensland.   
 

  



Fred Briant  President 2009-2010 
 

Highlights of the year I served as President were numerous.  We had an exceptional 

committee, and a special thank you is due to one and all.  We conducted a survey to ascertain 

the feelings and aspirations of Club Members.  The result was that Members indicated that 

they wished to stay with the same format and activities. This was evidenced by the long 

waiting list.  

 

The extra-ordinary turn-out in numbers for monthly meetings, dining out gatherings and the 

various outings is exciting and encouraging for incoming committees and I wish you all well. 
 

Margaret Shield President 2010-2011 
 
2010 was a very successful year for the Ashgrove Probus Club.  It was a year in which we 

enjoyed a wide variety of trips and outings, including one to the Coffs Harbour region in 

September.  The interest groups and meetings all ran smoothly with no problems; a great 

achievement for a large club with 120 members.  The monthly Dining Out Group was 

particularly well supported.   

The members treated one another with respect, and support was always offered to those 

suffering illness or loss during the year.  At the end of November, Jill Lewis, with the 

support of the Committee, organised a wonderful Christmas Party at the Arana Leagues 

Club – an event which ended the year on a high note.  

I believe that the main reason this Club runs so well, is that the members are willing to give their times in a 

variety of ways, either leading interest groups, thanking guest speakers, helping with audio-visual equipment or 

serving for a year on the committee. 

 

Bob Taylor - 2011 President  
 
Bob presided over our Ten Year Anniversary Celebrations, held in the Ashgrove 

Bowls Club premises on 17 October 2011.  A good crowd enjoyed a salad lunch 

followed by a fine Anniversary Cake cut by Barrie Searle and Bob, our first and 

present presidents.  Several past presidents spoke and Graeme Leis provided a 

musical interlude. 

 
 

Barbara Leis     President 2012 – 2013 
2012 started with a great committee keen to continue the success of our club.   We 

enjoyed some great guest speakers but the highlight for me was Robert Chester Master 

and his war stories, particularly his escape from Belgium which was close to home for 

me. 

There were outings to the Eumundi Markets – shopping time ladies – the Planetarium 

and the Australian Outback Spectacular, what a wonderful night that was.   

Dining Out also saw us visiting Litse Café, Pepper and Salt and enjoying lunch on the 

Kookaburra Queen.  This is a popular part of our Club. 

Regular PAQ activities were enjoyed such as the Friendship Day in July, the 

Ecumenical Service and the 20
th

 Anniversary PAQ Dinner.    Wendy Bell’s trip to the 

Gulf/Savannah, and Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner were popular and once again a wonderful Christmas Party 

enjoyed by all. The Committee achieved so much in 2012. 

 

Lionel Outen     President 2013 – 2014 
2013-2014 was another successful year for the Probus Club of Ashgrove.  It was a year 

in which we continued to enjoy the input and work of members ever willing to give 

their time and effort in a wide variety of activities and the promotion of fun, fellowship 

and friendship.  The interest groups and meetings all ran smoothly, a great achievement 

for a large club with 120 members.  The waiting list to join The Club, although quite 

long was a testament to its popularity in the district and amongst its members. 

 

However, there were some negatives such as the debacle surrounding the proposed 

changes to the Probus Clubs Constitutions, and the ongoing issues with PSPL & the 

Reform Group.  The issue is still unresolved in 2016. 

 

I believe that the highlight for me was working with a very active, talented and dedicated Committee and 

without their valuable contribution and assistance it would not have been such an enjoyable experience.  They 

willing gave their time in a variety of ways. 



 

 

Claire Ball      President  2014 – 2015 
Thanks to a hard-working Committee and great support from Club Members this was a 

happy and eventful year. 

Guest Speakers:    We had great talks by journalist Mike O’Connor and RSPCA 

spokesman Michael Beatty.  Other fine guest speakers dealt with Indigenous Business, 

Freemasonry, Seniors and Online Fraud, Railway History, the Pyjama Foundation, 

Legal Matters and the Batavia.  My year ended with a dog, brought by Nicci Cahill from 

Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

Trips:  Outings were organized to a Robotic Dairy, the Margaret Olley Art Centre, 

Boggo Road Gaol, Toowoomba’s Carnival of Flowers, Victoria Barracks and we also 

had a Brisbane River Boat Cruise. 

In November a small group of intrepid travellers enjoyed time in Taiwan. 

Dining Out:   Lunches and Dinners included a Persian Banquet, Café Conti, Lutice Bistro, Green Mango, 

Stamford’s Brasserie, the Melting Pot and a Brekky BBQ at Bellbird Grove. 

The future of the Club is in good hands and we can look forward to many happy times. 


