
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Vice President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Past President Peter Thompson 0447 770 912 

Secretary Roy Higginson 0408 838 057 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Pat Pringle 0418 311 889 

Welfare Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

Newsletter + Website Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

November 2024 
 

Next meeting: Friday 13 December, 2024  
at 11am 

Followed by lunch at Pier 10, Shoreham 

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Roy Higginson  

Email: royatsomers@gmail.com   

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  

We had a very happy meeting in 
November with a large turnout 
of members and potential new 
members.  

Our guest speaker, Roger Gib-
son, entertained us with stories  
and photographs of the animals 
of Kruger National Park in 

South Africa followed by an enjoyable lunch at 
Flinders Golf Club. 

Our thanks go to Rhonda MacDonald who has or-
ganised our morning tea for several years. Thank 
you Rhonda. Clare Witnish has stepped up to take 
over for which we are very grateful. 

There are a few administrative notes this month: 

• The end of year lunch will be held at Pier 10, 
Shoreham. It is important that everyone pays 
for their place by 30 November. No late pay-

ments will be accepted so please ensure that $50 
per person is paid into the Probus account at the 
Bendigo Bank, Balnarring. The club is subsidising 
the meals by $15 a head with members responsi-
ble for the cost of their own drinks. 
 

• Donations to the Westernport Community Sup-
port Centre can be made at the December meet-
ing. Non-perishable goods within their use by 
date are required. The centre and its clients are 
most grateful for all donations. Be generous ! 
 

• Forms for office bearers for next year will be 
available at the December meeting. 
 

• Mahjong looks as though it will be a new activi-
ty in 2025 with quite a few people expressing 
interest … watch this space. 
 
Wishing you a happy, healthy and safe month. 
       - Judy 

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  

Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 

CHAIRS: Peter Pritchard, Tim Rintoul  TEA: Sue Pritchard, Denise Kempster 

  

SPEAKER NOTES 

On Friday, we were given a treat with Roger Gibson giving us a slide show of a huge variety of in-
teresting, amusing , humorous and action shots of South Africa’s wild animals . This included video 
clips and some pictures of other places in South Africa .  

Many of the images were those taken by Roger himself while on the many trips back to South  
Africa and others were by wildlife photographers. 

The slide show highlighted the beauty and the utter poverty of a country still mired in racial ten-
sions . However, the wonder of the animals was a good way to end the year of speakers on a  light-
er note with lots of laughter. 

Roger also touched on his career in the gold mining industry including owning a gold mine of his own 
which was not a success if it had  “I  would not be standing here talking to you.”   - Sue Mansie 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
mailto:royatsomers@gmail.com


WELFARE REPORT  
Four of our members have recently had opera-
tions and we wish them all the best for fast re-
coveries. 
Stephen Brown has had a hip replacement at 
Beleura. He is now home and making good pro-
gress.  
Jeremy Grant had a disc replaced in his back at 
Peninsula Private Hospital two months ago. He 
went to Beleura Rehabilitation and is now at 
home making a slow recovery. 

Chris Thompson has had a knee replacement at 
Beleura. She stayed in rehab and came home on 
9th November.  
Caroline Vaillant has several cracked vertebrae 
following a fall. She stayed in Melbourne assist-
ed by carers and friends and has now returned 
to Somers. 
Please call me if you need assistance with driving 
or shopping             
     - Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU—SUE RINTOUL 

Where did you grow up?  

I grew up in Brighton and 
was the fourth generation 
to live in our street. My 
grandparents lived three 
houses away and my great 
grandparents lived next 
door. I have two younger 
sisters. 

What did you do in your 
earlier life workwise?  

I became a primary teacher 
and taught at Hurstbridge 
Primary. 

 Where did you live before 
moving to the Peninsula?  

Tim and I lived in Eltham 
from 1971 to 1974 and then 
we moved to Hawthorn where we stayed until 2004. 
This is where our children now aged 51, 49 and 44 
grew up. 

Why did you choose to move here?  

Somers is a great place to live – a quiet seaside town 
and the amenities of Mornington only 30 minutes away.   

How long have you lived in the area?  

I have lived in Somers for 35 years since buying a 

beach house in 1989. 

Anything you miss by mov-
ing here?  

Sometimes I miss the won-
derful Glenferrie Rd shops. 

What advice would you 
give anyone contemplating 
a similar move?  

Live here part time before 
moving here permanently. 

How long have you been 
involved with Probus?  

I have been a member of 
Somers Combined Probus 
for 20 years, joining as an 
inaugural member in 2005. 

                         
What motivated you to join Probus?  

We joined Probus because all our Somers friends were 
joining the new club. 

What do you enjoy about Probus?  

I enjoy the variety of activities that Probus offers. 

What if anything would you like to see changed 
about Probus?  

I would not change anything about Probus.  

Help those in need – bring contributions to the next meeting 

At this time of the year it is the time for giving so we ask that members donate dry goods, tins and other 
non-perishable goods which go to the Westernport Community Support Centre.  

Your donation will go to people in need of which there are many so please be generous … your gift will be ap-
preciated. 

Please bring your donations to our next meeting. There will be a box at the entrance where contribu-
tions can be left. 



ACTIVITIES  

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 

BRIDGE  

 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER 

   Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting.  
   Call Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 
 
         

 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 
 
 
 
 

 
FAMILY HISTORY—WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 

 
FINANCE - THURSDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 14 November ,5pm,  at Somers Tennis Club followed by a 
BBQ. Laura Milligan will be our guest speaker who will talk about aged care in the home and the pro-
posed changes to funding. If you would like to attend,  but did not register last meeting, please 
contact me as below. The winner of the Share Game will be announced and awarded the Finance 
Cup. This cup was first awarded  in 2006 for the winning team in an annual competition but since 
2019 it has been an individual share tipping event.   

          Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

There will be no Bridge meeting in December and January.  Play will resume in the new 
year details to be confirmed.  
Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to play.  

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742  

The group will meet on Wednesday 20 November at 3pm at Sue Rintoul’s home. The 
topic for the meeting will be the history of Somers.      
                 Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

The next meeting is on Monday 2 December, 12pm at the Somers Tennis Clubhouse. The books for 
discussion will be :   

The Seven Skins of Esher Wilding by Holly Ringland. Published  September 2022 
This book is a sweeping, deeply beautiful and profoundly moving novel about the far-
reaches of sisterly love, the power of wearing your heart on your skin and the ways life 
can transform when we find the courage to feel the fullness of grief and joy. It has won 
many awards and is a powerful and beautifully written book that is easy to read. 
 

Cold Enough for Snow by Jessica Au. Published January 2022 
Selected from more than 1500 entries, Cold Enough for Snow won the Novel Prize, a new, 
biennial award offered by Fitzcarraldo Editions, New Directions (US) and Giramondo 
(Australia) for any novel written in English that explores and expands the possibilities of    
the form.  It is a compelling novel that is easy to read.            
                                  - Leonie Holmgren 

 

 



GARDENING 

There is nothing planned at this stage.
Marg Harwood 0408 263 237 

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF-THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 

This month it will be at Alan and Jadzia Rae’s home, 34 The Promenade, Somers.  
  Starting time is 5pm finishing at 6.30pm. Guests bring a plate of food and drinks 
   and enjoy a convivial cocktail party atmosphere.  

LUNCH AND A MOVIE 
The group will be in recess until the new year when plans for the New Year will be 
announced. 

  Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

END OF YEAR LUNCH - FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER
Lunch will be at Pier 10, 10 Shoreham Road, Shoreham. The cost is $50 a head with the 
club subsidising part of the cost. The price does NOT cover the cost of drinks which 
are at members’ own expense.  Payment must be made into the club’s bank account by    
30 November—late payments will NOT be accepted. 

 Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

MORNING COFFEE – WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. The next one will be Wednesday 27 November.     

Helen May 0417 553 744

SINGING GROUP—TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER  

Please note change of dates. All of the dates will still occur on Tuesdays from 4.00 to 
5.30pm. Singing will now be on the following dates: 26 November and 10 December.

 
 Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912 

WINE APPRECIATION
Nothing is planned at this stage. 

 Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

KELLY POOL BREAK-UP - WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 
The Kelly Group end of year break-up will be at the Price’s at 82 Beach Hill Avenue on 
Wednesday 18 December starting at 4.30pm.  

BYO steaks and drinks for a BBQ. Hope to see all previous participants for a great 
time.  

 RSVP Barry Price 5983 1906 



POSSIBLE OUTINGS AND EVENTS 
2025 

The events and trips team has been busy checking out a possible program for members for 2025. 
Listed below  are some of the possible events and tours. Details will be finalised over the coming 
weeks and months and members will be kept up to date on what is on offer. 

FEBRUARY 

We have our own cocktail  party to celebrate our 20th Anniversary. 

MARCH 

Magical Mystery tour with Red Rocket – Wednesday 19 March. 

Balnarring picnic races—Sunday 29 March.*
APRIL 

Tour of Government House led by a senior member of Government House staff. The tour will be ei-
ther on a Monday or a Friday morning.  

OR 

A tour of McCrae Homestead, MaCrae, followed by lunch. 

MAY 

Frankston Arts Centre – Lunch and the show Frankly Sinatra …a step into the golden age of music 
and theatre.  

JUNE 

Devilbend Farm Beer – tour and lunch. 

OCTOBER 

Planning is under way for a trip to the Apple Isle based in Hobart with trips to the many attractions 
in the surrounding area. Possible duration five days. 

*Help with the races

Barry Price, who has been our excellent organiser for the Balnarring picnic races outing, is seeking a 
volunteer to take over running of this event in March as  he will not  be available. Barry says much of 
the organisation is in hand. If anyone can help please contact Barry 5983 1906. 

   COMMUNITY NOTICES      

NAVY BLUE HARMONY CONCERT 

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER 1-3pm Featuring Victoria Police Pipe & Drum Band     
and The Royal Australian Navy Band at The Frankston Arts Centre. Tickets $25. 

ROSEBUD CINEMA 
Kiss Me Kate 

Cole Porters musical comedy filmed at The Barbican London 
starring Adrian Dunbar with well known songs like ‘Too Darn Hot’ 

 Saturday Nov 30th Ipm 
   Sunday Dec 1st.   1pm 
  Tuesday Dec 3rd. 1 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

November December 

12 Jan Angwin  3 Marj Overton 

12  Bev Frank  5 Sandra Shiel 

13  Carlene Tovey 11  Denise Kempster 

14  Margaret Kurrle 12 Jill Alibertini 

19  David Andrewes 19 Roy Higginson 

21  Barry Price 21 Sue Darcy 

24  John Copeland  

24  Nigel George  

28  Miffie Maklary  

  

 

 

 

PICTURE OF THE 
MONTH 

 

This lovely image of sunset over Somers 
was taken by Leonie Holmgren.  

It captures the moment so well.  

So it pays to take your phone or camera 
with you if you go for  a walk as you never 
know what you might be able to snap.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 Each month we ask a member to 
submit a photograph for the Pictures 
of the Month. Email your image to: to-
nyduboudin@bigpond.com Preferred 

format is JPG. 



EVENTS CALENDAR 

November 

 

December 

 

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1  2  

3 4 Book 
group 

5 

 

6 7 Bridge 8  General 
meeting 

9 Canasta 

10  11 12 Singing 13  14 Finance 
group 

15 16 

17  

 

18 19 

 

20 Family 
history 

21 22 23 

24  25  26 Singing 27 Morning 
coffee 

28 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

29 30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 Book 
group 

3 4  5 Committee 
meeting 

6 7 

8 9  10 Singing 11 12  

  

13 General 
meeting 

14  

15 16 17  18 Kelly 
Pool break

19  20  21  

22 23  24  25  

 

26  27 28 

29 30 31     


