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WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Roy Higginson  

Email: royatsomers@gmail.com   

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  

After the shortest meeting on 
record, a record number of our 
members attended our end of year 
lunch at Pier 10. The staff of the 
restaurant looked after us superb-
ly and a good time was had by all.  

We were happy to welcome two 
couples as new members of SCP; 
Gabriele and Hans Eggers and 

Louise and Stephen Hempel who have all decided to 
reside in Somers after many years visiting on holiday. 

The 20th anniversary of our club will now be celebrat-
ed on 21 February at Helen Kirkby’s. If anyone knows 
of past members who would like to attend please con-
tact us with the appropriate details.  

We are also looking for some assistance with drink 
waiting. If anyone has a handy 18+ year old who could 
be of assistance, please let us know. See the invita-

tion below and may I remind you that your RSVP is 
the money in the bank! 

There will be no Happy Hour and a Half in February. 

Thank you to everyone for the very generous dona-
tions to the Westernport Community Centre. The 
Copeland’s car was full to the brim! Thank you John 
and Denise for delivering it all. 

We are sorry to hear that Sue Darcy is moving and 
will miss her. Sue is a past president of SCP and has 
helped out in many ways. We thank you Sue for all you 
have done, we wish you all the best and look forward 
to your return visits to Somers. 

Finally, my thanks to our terrific committee who have 
all contributed to a wonderful year and have kept me 
on track as necessary! My very best wishes to you all 
for a wonderful Christmas and a safe and Happy New 
Year.                                             - Judy 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

SOMERS COMBINED PROBUS  

20TH ANNIVERSARY 

You are invited to celebrate      

  our anniversary 

The party is on Friday,21 February 2025 

at 93 Lord Somers Road, Somers (6 to 9pm) 

Lots of food, drinks and memories 

$20pp to be paid into our Probus account  
(BSB  633000 A/C No. 164191777 Ref: name and anniversary) 

by 31 January 2025 

 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
mailto:royatsomers@gmail.com


 

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  
Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 
CHAIRS:  Peter Cole, Adrian Ross  TEA: Jenny Cole, Denise Kempster 

 NEW MEMBERS 
The club welcomed two new couples at the December meeting: 

Gabriele and Hans Eggers 

Gabriele and Hans used to come from Ferntree Gully to visit the coast on Sundays and eventually 
finding Somers where they bought a holiday house in Stanmore Avenue. They pulled the old house 
down in 2012 and built  a new home and eventually moved here permanently in 2015. 

Stephen and Louise Hempel 

Stephen and Louise bought their house in Oxley Court in 2016 and moved to Somers permanently in 
2022. Louise likes walking, painting, photography and visiting wineries and Stephen likes golf, run-
ning and swimming. They would like to form a walking group. So watch out for more details. 

President Judy welcomes (left to right) Hans and Gabriele Eggers and Louise and Stephen Hempel 

AGM - FRIDAY 14 MARCH 2025 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 14 March  when the election of  the  commit-
tee for 2025-2026 will be held.  Nomination forms can be obtained from the Secretary, and should 
be returned by the February meeting.  



Where did you 
grow up?  
I was born in Co-
burg and attended 
Coburg West Prima-
ry School, Coburg 
High and University 
High. I then went 
to Coburg Teachers’ 
College. 
 
What did you do in 
your earlier life 
workwise? 
After graduating I 
taught at Tirana 
and then at As-
pendale Primary.  
 
Where did you live 
before moving to 
the Peninsula?  
After meeting the 
love of my life, we 
first moved to 
Flowerdale. We ba-
sically lived in Be-
nalla for 20 years , 
raising two great 
boys. 
 
Why did you choose to move here?  
Upon retiring we decided to move to the Morn-
ington Peninsula. We have been to the Peninsula 
as teachers at the school camp and were fond 
of the area.  
 

How long have you 
lived in the area?  
We have lived in 
Somers for about 
20 years. 
Anything you miss 
by moving here?   
We love it here and 
really don’t miss an-
ything of our previ-
ous country life. 
Somers is a great 
place to live. I have 
been involved with 
service clubs for 
most of my life. 
 
What advice would 
you give anyone 
contemplating a 
similar move?  
Get involved with 
local activities such 
as Probus.  
 
How long have you 
been involved with 
Probus?  
I was the second 

president of Somers Combined Probus and 
joined Balnarring Mens some years ago.  
 
What motivated you to join Probus?  
I joined Probus to meet new friends and to so-
cialise with the locals. I have really enjoyed my 
involvement with the meetings, outings and 
friendship/ activity groups.  

WELFARE REPORT  

Several members have COVID and were unable to 
attend the December meeting. 
Jan Angwin was taken to Dandenong Hospital by 
ambulance with a sore leg. She was kept in for 
nearly two weeks after catching a bug in hospital. 
She is now home. 
Stephen Brown has had a hip replacement. He is 
making good progress at home.  
Jeremy Grant had a disc replaced in his back at 
Peninsula Private Hospital three months ago.  
He went to Beleura Rehabilitation and is now at 

home making a slow recovery.  
Chris Thompson has had a knee replacement at 
Beleura. She stayed in rehab and came home on 9 
November. 
Denise Crough spent several days in Peninsula 
Private Hospital with COVID. She is now home 
and feeling good.  
Wishing all our members a fun and safe Christ-
mas. 
 
     - Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU - BARRY PRICE 

 



OUTINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
Your team is planning several outings in the coming months. These include a Magical Mystery tour 
with Red Rocket on Wednesday 19 March and the Balnarring picnic races on Saturday 29 March.  In 
April plans are being made to attend a show at Frankston Art Centre, a tour of Government House 
or a visit to McCrae Homestead. A trip to Tassie is being planned for October, details to come. 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY 

BRIDGE 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 15 FEBRUARY 

  Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting. 
  Call Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 

FAMILY HISTORY—WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 

FINANCE –THURSDAY 13 FEBRUARY 
We were delighted to have a guest speaker Laura Milligan, from LUXE Care, at our  
November meeting. Laura explained how home care in your own home works and  how it 
is funded . Laura will be invited to speak to the whole club in the new year as this is a 
very important subject for our age group. 
The winner of the Share Game  and awarded the Finance Cup was Denise Copeland. Con-
gratulations Denise and the runners up Robyne Campbell and June Cowen. 
The first meeting for 2025 will be on Thursday, 13 February, 5pm at the Somers 
Tennis Club.                     
             Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com

There will be no Bridge meeting in December and January.  Play will resume in the new 
year details to be confirmed.  

Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to play. 

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742 

The next Family History will be Wednesday 20 March. Venue and subject for discussion 
TBA.

- Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088

The next meeting is on Monday 3 February at 12noon at the Somers Tennis Club     
house. BYO lunch. 
During December and January we will be reading a book of your choice. Each 
member will then discuss what they have read during the holiday break.  

- Leonie Holmgren



GARDENING 

There is nothing planned at this stage.
 Marg Harwood 0408 263 237 

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF

There will be no Happy Hour and a Half in February. As we will be celebrating our  20th 
   anniversary with our party.

LUNCH AND A MOVIE 
The group will be in recess until the New Year when plans for 2025 will be 
announced. 

  Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING
  There is nothing planned at this stage for after the February meeting.

       Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

MAHJONG GROUP 
 Moves are afoot to form a Mahjong group. Watch this space for more information. 

Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

MORNING COFFEE 

SINGING GROUP—TUESDAY 4 FEBRUARY 

 This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm. We 
  will resume on Tuesday 4 February.

 Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912 

WALKING
New members Stephen and Louise Hempel are keen to set up a walking group. More in-
formation will be in the February newsletter. 

WINE APPRECIATION 
Nothing is planned at this stage. Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am.          Helen May 0417 553 744 



RECENT EVENTS 
In November club members enjoyed  a return ferry trip to Queenscliff with a two-course lunch and 
a glass of wine included on “ the other side” at Tarra restaurant which is part of the ferry terminal. 

The End of Year lunch at Pier 10 was a big hit with the club taking over the entire restaurant and 
enjoying a first-class grazing plate-style meal. 

Top left: 
Monty looking 
hopeful.  

Top right: 
Coming into 
Queenscliff. 

Left: Tim 
Rintoul with  
June and Daryl 
Cowan. Right: 
It’s time for 
some serious 
eating. 

Ending the year on a high: We took over the entire Pier 10 restaurant and enjoyed a great lunch. 



 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

December January 

 3 Marj Overton 6  Sue Mansie 

 5 Sandra Shiel 7  Denise Crough 

11  Denise Kempster 10 Alan Rae 

12 Jill Alibertini 12 Rob Brewer 

19 Roy Higginson 14 Dennis Aylward 

21 Sue Darcy 15 Anne Danne 

16 Jill Duboudin 

21 Marg Harwood 

21 Laine Isaac 

31 Ailsa Bone 

PICTURES OF THE MONTH 

Right: An historical meeting - the Club’s  
ancestry group enjoys a drink and a chat 
about the history of Somers at Sue Rintoul’s 
home.  

This cockatoo shows no fear of Elsie the eagle who is 
supposed to be a deterrent to keep birds away from 
Peter and Clair Witnish’s deck. 

Peter happened to have a device handy and was able 
to snap this great picture just in time. Well done  
Peter. 

*Each month we ask a member to submit a photo-
graph for the Pictures of the Month.

Email your image to: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com Pre-
ferred format is JPG. 



EVENTS CALENDAR 

December 

There are no activities or events to note in January 

Seasons Greetings 
The president and committee of Somers Combined Probus Club 

wishes all members a happy, prosperous and safe festive season 
and look forward to seeing everyone in 2025. 

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 

to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Our thanks to the office of Paul Mercurio, MLA for Hastings, for printing copies of this newsletter. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 Book 
group 

3 4 5 Committee 
meeting 

6 7 

8 9 10 Singing 11 12 13 General 
meeting 

14 

15 16 17 18 Kelly 
Pool break

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 




