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Next meeting: Friday 9 May, 2025
at 10am
SPEAKER: Ian Tymms

President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466
Vice President Chris Thompson 0421 421 303
Past President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099
Secretary Veronica Paskins 0431 776 421
Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981
Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659
Membership Anne Hassett 0438 836 546
Welfare Ros Teh 0407 893 105
Newsletter + Website Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981
Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466
Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147
Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

g Dear All,

¥4\ The weather was beauti-
8 ful for my initial outing as
@ President and we were
4 able to enjoy a lovely
2 lunch provided in the club
house thanks to a group
of hard working volun-
teers.
I was glad to see Roy Hig-
ginson and Meg at the meeting and to have the
chance to thank Roy for his valuable contribu-
tion as secretary.
It was a pleasure to induct Gina Webster to our
club. There is no doubt she'll be an active and
caring member.
Ros has been keeping an eye on those members
who are not well and she brought us up to date
with their progress.
Ros also raised concerns about our valuable Mo

tor Mates volunteers. As this group is aging she
suggested volunteers put limits on the service
they can now provide. An idea we will follow up
on.

There was a very favorable response to Denise
Copelands idea of creating a list of reliable peo-
ple to provide services for the home. There are
plans to seek feedback from members to devel-
op this idea further.

I was pleased to report that membership pay-
ments are coming in quickly. Please make sure
you have paid yours.

Thank you to Peter Witnish, Judy Alsop and Jill
Albertini for representing our Club at the Anzac
Day service in Balnarring and laying a wreath
created by Judy and Jill.

Take care of yourselves and enjoy all your
favorite probus activities this month.

See you soon, Georgie

WELCOMING A NEW MEMBER

President Georgie
welcomes new member
Gina Webster to the
club handing her a
Probus information kit.
Georgie said she was
confident Gina would
be an very active mem-
ber.

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND APOLOGIES

Membership fees were due on 1 April so are now well OVERDUE. Please make payment to the Bendigo Bank
online or over the counter. Somers Combined Probus Club Inc BSB 633-000 Account No. 164191777

If you cannot attend a meeting you need to make an apology to our NEW membership secretary Anne Has-
sett via email, phone or text. Anne's number is 0438 836 546 and her email is: annehassett@me.com



SPEAKER NOTES

Have motorcycle will travel - that could al-
most be an epithet for our April speaker
Geoff Bransbury who returned for the
third fime to entertain and amuse us.
A motorcycle tragic, Geoff at earlier visits
spoke of his epic journey from Vladivostok
to London and his South American journey
from Buenos Aires to Los Angeles
This fime he was on home territory under-
taking a ride around Australia. For Geoff it
was a real journey of discovery as he learnt
about Australian history, something he ad-
mitted he knew little about as a Ten Pound
Pom, visiting local museums and historic
sites.
With humour and enthusiasm he discovered that Australia has a rich history much of it viewed from
when the English took possession of this land. One got the impression that Geoff would like us all to
take a much greater interest in our own history.
Geoff will return for a fourth visit and I am sure he will be as entertaining as ever.
Next Month a very different topic Ian Tymms talking about a very influential educator Kurt Hahn.
- Tony Duboudin

A big thank you to Roy

Roy is a true gentleman who has been unfailingly polite and help-
ful to five Probus presidents.

For a time he was secretary to both Somers Yacht Club and
Probus committees.

He volunteered for the role with our club shortly after he and
Meg became members in 2019. He worked with Stephen Teh
and Diane Price to facilitate our move to Somers Yacht Club and
was instrumental in setting up a favourable contract with the
club which has just lapsed.

Thank you for your valuable contribution to Somers Combined
Probus Club Roy.

- Georgie Minton

WELFARE REPORT

Dennis Paskins has recovered from his riding injury and says he owes it all fo his beautiful wife
nurse Veronica. Steph Schwarz is feeling positive about a full recovery after surgery on his de-
tached retina. Here's hoping Steph.

Sue Rintaul is getting along as well as she can and getting out occasionally. Stephen Brown will be
having his hip fixed on 16 April. Best wishes Stephen.

Jenny Ferguson is in care for four weeks at an evaluation and management facility called The
Mornington Centre where they are looking after her fracture. She is happy to have visitors and
takes phone calls when she can.

Thank you to our fwo newest inductees for putting their name on the Motor Mates list . We really
appreciate your willingness to join in and take part. At the next committee meeting we will be dis-
cussing the role of Motor Mates and outlining what is needed and hopefully more members will feel
able to take part.

Take care everybody.

- Ros Teh 0407 893 105



GETTING TO KNOW YOU — VERONICA PASKINS

T was born in Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, UK,
my mother was evacuated there.

I grew up in London, Bedford, Northampton, and
Brighton. My parents moved around a lot before
finally settling in London

My first job was at Woolies in Brighton, and af-
ter my third job I applied for a job with the lo-
cal mobile Xray unit and said fo my mother if I
didn't get it, I would apply to become a nurse.
The next day my mother
brought home nursing maga-
zines and told me to pick a
hospital. I shut my eyes and
stuck a pin, it landed on the
Elizabeth Garret Anderson
Hospital for Women and Chil-
dren, Euston Road, London. T
applied and was accepted.
EGA, as it is fondly known,
was founded by the first
woman to qualify as a doctor
in England. All our doctors
were women. They were ex-
traordinary role models.
Being an all-women's Hospital,
we needed experience with
the male of the species.
Albert Dock Hospital at Custom House was an
accident and receiving centre for dock workers
and British seamen who were repatriated from
overseas due to accident or illness.

The doctors at Dreadnought Seamen’'s Hospital
at Greenwich were all male and regarded them-
selves as Gods and treated us as mere hand-
maidens. What a wakeup call that was.

These hospitals were a marriage bureau for us

EGA girls, me included.

Dennis and I married and with our first child
migrated to Australia in Junel967.

We stayed at the Fishermen's Bend Migrant
Hostel and from there we went to Whyalla,
Wollongong and finally Montmorency where we
lived for 30 years.

During that time, we bought a holiday home in
Somers, which we visited on and off for a few
years, never staying longer than
four days.

With advancing years, we decided
to downsize. The family home
sold quickly but couldn't decide
where to live. A light bulb mo-
ment at 3am one morning: why
not stay at Somers until we find

i a nice place to buy? That was No-
vember 2013. Need I say more.

I also retired from nursing at
this time.

I was a member of the St Helena
Probus Club, so knew I needed to
Jjoin a Probus Club as we didn't
really know anyone. After being
rebuffed by Somers Combined
Somers Ladies welcomed me with open arms. As
a couple we later joined Somers Combined a
vastly different club to the Ladies. I enjoy both
and plan to stay a member as long as I am able.
However, I fear for Probus as an entity, with
changing times financial concerns, marrying lat-
er, having kids later and parents working, and
the needs of elderly parents increasing, is there
still room for Probus Clubs? In the lap of the
gods, I think.

WEBSITE

www . probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined

Newsletter and Website: Tony Duboudin
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com
Secretary: Veronica Paskins

Email: veronica.sec.scpc@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP

Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below.

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.

BSB 633000

A/C No. 164191777

Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,
Somers, 3927.

ROSTERS

If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.
Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs.
CHAIRS: Barry Gordon, Laine Isaac TEA: Helen Galvin, Miffie Maklary


http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined

ACTIVITIES
BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 5 MAY

The next meeting is on Monday 5 May, 12pm at Somers tennis club. BYO lunch.
WIFEDOM The book for discussion will be: Wifedom by Anna Funder.

HEOmRD This is the story of the marriage behind some of the most famous literary works of the

" 20th century —and what it means to be a wife and a writer in the modern world.
Eileen O'Shaughnessy married George Orwell in 1936. O'Shaughnessy was a writer her-
self, and her literary brilliance not only shaped Orwell's work, but her common sense
saved his life. But why and how, Anna Funder sks, was she written out of their story?
Using newly discovered letters from Eileen to her best friend, Funder re-creates the
Orwells' marriage, through the Spanish Civil War and the Second World War in London.
- Leonie Holmgren

BRIDGE -THURSDAY 8 MAY

The next Bridge session will be on Thursday 8 May, 4pm at Robyn Campbell's, 14 Vic-

#/::*1 toria Avenue, Somers
#%5»  Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to join the group.

CANASTA - SATURDAY 10 MAY

bh A Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting.

Q Contact Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining.

[
¥

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet-
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “"High Vis" clothing .
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742
to be put on advice line.

FAMILY HISTORY

D :_:*(, Family History is temporarily on hold.

- Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088

FINANCE - THURSDAY 15 MAY

. The next meeting for 2025 will be on Thursday, 15 May , 5pm at the Somers Tennis
“s_  Club followed by a meal at The Heritage. Topics will include the outcome of the USA
Ki tariffs and how to get the best rates for electricity and gas .
/' The Share Market has experienced some wild swings lately with Jenny and Peter Cole
=~ now leading the Share Competition.

Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com



HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 24 APRIL

The next Happy hour and a half will be 5pm on Thursday 24 April at Dennis and
Veronica Paskins' house, 22 Towerhill Road, Somers. Bring a bottle and a plate
of finger food to share.

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING - FRIDAY 9 MAY

e We will be having lunch at the Flinders Hotel after our general meeting. Please let
F 8 4 Chris Thompson know if you would like to attend.

Chris Thompson 0421 421 303

% MAHJONG GROUP - WEDNESDAY 23 APRIL

| The next Mahjong group will be held on Wednesday 23 April at 3pm. The venue
is Somers Yacht Club.

Judy Alsop 0418 313 09

MORNING COFFEE - WEDNESDAY 23 APRIL

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of
each month at 10am.

Helen May 0417 553

SINGING GROUP -TUESDAY 6 AND 20 MAY

This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm.

Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912

WALKING—WEDNESDAY 7 MAY

The first walk of the rekindled walking group was on Wednesday, 2 April. We started

at Jacks Beach Reserve and meandered through Warringine Park along the boardwalk

ﬁ'}-v above the mangroves. There were 14 members, some who did one way and others the

N return. The weather was ideal for walking and the chatter plentiful.

*? The next walk is on Wednesday 7 May 2025 starting at 10am and is a seven-kilometre

) return walk starting at Coolart Homestead car park to Tulum Store Balnarring Beach

"7 with return along the beach if the tide is right. Option: to end at Tulum Store and
arrange your own transport. Note: please remember to bring your water bottle.
Details and any cancellation due to weather will be emailed out a few days before 7
May. If you wish fo receive emails for the Walking Group, send an email to
Stephen.Hempel@hotmail.com

WINE APPRECIATION

Nothing is planned at this stage.

s Stephen Brown 0407 334 018



OUTINGS AND TRAVEL

MAY
Wednesday 28 May to Friday 30 May - Bellarine Break

This trip can go ahead with the 18 who have expressed interest. As the magic number of 20 was
not achieved the cost will increase by $16. Those who have put their names down will receive a
separate email. Itinerary is below and it is not too late fo join - call Georgie 0437 600 466.

Wednesday - Self-drive (ferry or road) fo Wool Museum

Geelong for 11 am self guided tour. Parking - metered street parking
2 and 3 hr limits, $3.60 per hour.

8 Lunch - 25 min drive to lunch at Jack Rabbit Winery, 85 McAdam Ln,
Bellarine - near Drysdale.

Arrive approximately 1pm for a fwo-course lunch.

Accommodation 15 min drive to Big 4 Bellarine for check in. 1801 Bel-
larine Hwy, Marcus Hill

Happy hour 5 pm in function/movie room. 7 pm Games or a Movie

Thursday - Meet at Q train car park at 2 Station street, Drysdale at
11am for welcome drinks and five course degustation lunch on scenic
... three hour train ride to Queenscliff and return.
Happy hour 5 pm followed by Evening Games/Movie

Eriday: Make your own way home.
It is not too late to join this trip -

Things you do
Make your own travel arrangements by ferry or road
Book own accommodation at Big 4 Bellarine under Somers Probus for 28 and 29 May.
Pay $180 to the Probus account using your hame and bellarine as the reference.

This covers the group costs for the Wool Museum entry, Jack Rabbit winery and The Q Train.
Options
Come for just one day - Wool Museum and Jack Rabbit winery ($55) OR Q train ($125)
Share travel and/or accommodation with others.

JUNE, JULY, AUGUST

The outings team is in top gear working on a number of possible places to entice those members who
have not headed north to sign up for an outing in the months of June, July and August.

Some of the options under consideration include: A trip to see how beer is brewed, a visit to a
cheese maker, a live show, probably at Frankston Arts Centre, a visit to an historic homestead, a
day at a market, lunch at a winery and for the lovers of art a visit to a local art gallery.

We will keep you posted on progress and if you have any ideas for day outings let us know.

OCTOBER
15 to 20 October - Tasmania.

We will be staying at the 4.5 the Movenpick Hotel in Hobart with
most rooms enjoying sea views.
| Some of the places of interest we will visit include the Botanic Gar-
dens, Salamanca Market, Mona, Port Arthur and Mount Wellington
for some great views of Hobart. This trip is door-to-door from
Somers and it is not too late to join - call Georgie 0437 600 466.




GOVERNMENT HOUSE VISIT




PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Meet Barny a retired companion dog who just keeps on working undertaking such chores as pick-
ing up items of f the laundry floor and giving them fo his mistress to load into the washing ma-

chine. Picture: Tony Duboudin
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4 Daryl Cowen

BIRTHDAYS

2 Roslyn Teh

5 Stephen Teh

3 Elizabeth Hatton

8 Erik Holmgren

11 Lottie Aylward

11 Meg Henham

13 Judy Alsop

16 Peter Pritchard

17 Frank Robertson

19 June Cowen

18 Robert Bartholomew

25 Leonie Holmgren

23 Barry Aston

26 Doug Laing

27 Karen George

28 Veronica Paskins



EVENTS CALENDAR

April

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Singing 2 Walking |3 4 5
6 7 Book 8 9 10 Bridge 11 General |12 Canasta
rou meeting
13 14 Govern- |15 16 17 18 Good 19
ment House Friday
visit
20 21 22 23 Morning | 24 Happy 25 26
coffee hour and a
half
27 28 29 30
May
Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Committee |2 3
meeting
4 5 Book 6 Singing 7 Walking 8 Bridge 9 General 10 Canasta
rou meeting
11 12 13 14 15 Finance 16 17
Group
18 19 20 Singing |21 22 Happy 23 24
hour and a
half
25 26 27 28 Morning |29 30 31
coffee
Mahjong

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions

to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com






