
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Vice President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Past President Peter Thompson 0447 770 912 

Secretary Roy Higginson 0408 838 057 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Pat Pringle 0418 311 889 

Welfare Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

Newsletter + Website Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

October 2024 
 

Next meeting: Friday 8 November, 2024  
at 10am 

Speaker - Roger Gibson 

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Roy Higginson  

Email: royatsomers@gmail.com   

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  

This month we were happy to 
welcome four guests to our 
monthly meeting. The commit-
tee is making an effort to in-
vite potential members to our 
club and we must emphasise 
that we are welcoming new 
members and are open to new 
activities. Perhaps you all know 

of someone who would be a suitable member or 
have an idea for an activity? 
We have a great list of available activities so 
that everyone should be able to find something 
of interest and which offers opportunity for so-
cialisation. 
We had a very happy meeting and did enjoy hear-
ing our speaker, Jim Fogarty, regarding his suc-
cess in overseas gardening events and his philos-
ophy on garden establishment locally. 

The trip to Canberra was a great success and we 
enjoyed seeing the photos from the trip. Thank 
you to Georgie and Jill for your organisation. 
I am sure that we all welcome Georgie Minton as 
our new Vice President and will look forward to 
her tenure next year. 
Our heartfelt thanks go to Rhonda McDonald 
who has organised morning tea for us for about 
four years! Rhonda has decided to retire from 
her post and we thank her very much for all that 
she has done for us. 
The remainder of the year still holds plenty of 
interest with the Wine Appreciation group meet-
ing this week and I am happy to welcome those 
interested in the Happy Hour and a Half to my 
home this month. Activities continue as usual this 
month.   
Wishing you all a safe and happy month. 
         —Judy

                   
                       
What a treat we had in our talk, including great 
illustrations of gardens, from Jim Fogarty, who is 
a world class landscape designer.   

He talked of his experiences designing gardens for 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, at the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s  Chelsea Flower Show 2011 
and the Society’s Hampton Court Palace  Flower 
Show 2014. At all of these the emphasis was on 
Australia’s ancient indigenous dreamtime stories.  

Jim also showed us projects he designed on the 
peninsula focused on using Australian plants to 
preserve the natural landscape character of the 
Westernport coastline. Jim was voted by some of 
our members as the best presenter of the year.   

 

For our final talk of the year we will have Roger Gibson who will show us images of his visits to 
Africa and the animals he experienced there.                      - Sue Mansie 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

SPEAKER NOTES 

NOVEMBER SPEAKER 

 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
mailto:royatsomers@gmail.com


WELFARE REPORT  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — PETER WITNISH 

Where did you grow up? My parents moved 
from Ballarat, where I was born, to Reservoir in 
1948 which was a semi-rural area back then. 
 

What did you do in your earlier life work-
wise? My earlier work life was always in sales 
and later sales and mar-
keting. My first job was 
with Fowler Potteries in 
Thomastown and later a 
long career in real estate. 
 

 Where did you live be-
fore moving to the Penin-
sula?  I lived in Albury for 
20 years moved to Rich-
mond and retired in 2010 
and moved permanently to 
Somers that same year.  
 

Why did you choose to 
move here? Greatest deci-
sion to move here perma-
nently with peace, clean air, beaches, wineries, 
good eating and most importantly wonderful 
people.  
 

How long have you lived in the area? From 

2004 had weekends in Somers and moved here 
permanently in 2010. 

Anything you miss by moving here?  No. 
 

What advice would you give anyone contem-
plating a similar move? Advice to anyone mov-

ing here -  get involved with 
available club’s activities so-
cial groups and sports as 
time allows you.  
 

How long have you been 
involved with Probus? I’ve 
been involved with Probus 
for five years.  
 

What motivated you to join 
Probus? I was attracted by 
the friendly people commu-
nity spirit choice of activi-
ties warmth and inclusive-
ness.  
 

What if anything would you like to see 
changed about Probus? I would love to attract 
and see younger people join so that a fresh en-
ergy can be an ongoing feature to continue the 
Probus traditions. 

Rob Brewer is still living at Arcare Balnarring 
with Meredith. He is happy with Arcare  
although he is experiencing back pain. 
Jeremy Grant has had a disc replaced in his 
back at Peninsula Private Hospital. He is now at 
home following several days at Beleura Rehabili-
tation in Mornington and making a slow recovery. 
Leonie Holmgren is now able to drive following 

surgery on her left hand.  
Caroline Vaillant was not able to go on the Pro-
bus trip to Canberra due to a fall but fortunate-
ly was able to attend the last Probus meeting. 
Please let me know if you hear about any other 
members who need assistance or just cheering 
up.   
   - Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

The annual migration north ….a morning 
coffee gathering at Somers North AKA 
Noosa snapped by Vern Tansley.  

See anyone you recognise? 

The Victorian invasion  



ACTIVITIES  

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

BRIDGE - THURSDAY 7 NOVEMBER 

 

 

 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 

   Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting.  
   Call Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 
 
         

 
 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 

FAMILY HISTORY—WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 
 
 
 
 

 

FINANCE - THURSDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

The next meeting is on Monday 4 November, 12pm at the Somers Tennis Clubhouse. 
BYO lunch. The books for discussion will be :  
“The Newcomer” By Laura Elizabeth Woollett, Published 2021. 
In a hotel room on a sleepy Pacific island, Judy Novak waits. And worries. It isn’t the 
first time 29-year-old problem child Paulina has kept her mother waiting. When Pauli-
na’s body is discovered, Judy’s worst fears seem confirmed, Paulina was murdered.  
 
“The Performance” by Claire Thomas, Published 2021. 
One night, three women go to the theatre to see a play. Wildfires are burning in the 
hills, but inside the theatre it is time for the performance to take over. While the 
performance unfolds on stage, so does the compelling trajectory that will bring these 
three women together, changing them all.       - Leonie Holmgren  

The next meeting will be on Thursday 14 November,5pm,  at the Somers Tennis Club 
followed by a BBQ. Laura Milligan will be our guest speaker who will talk about Aged 
Care in the home and the proposed changes to funding. 
The leader in the Share Game is Denise Copeland  followed closely by Robyne Campbell 
and June Cowen with the winner to be announced at the November meeting. 
Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

The next Bridge meeting will be held on Thursday 7 November at Robyn Campbell’s 
home, 14 Victoria Ave, Somers, starting at 4.00 pm.  
Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to play.  

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742 

The group will meet Wednesday 20 November at 3pm at Sue Rintoul’s home The topic 
for the meeting is to be advised.              
          Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 



GARDENING 

  There is nothing planned at this stage.          
            Marg Harwood 0408 263 237 
 

 

GOLF DAY—SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 

 Sadly the annual golf event has had to be cancelled because of a lack of entrants.  
           Adrian Ross  0419 896 501  
 

 

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF-THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER 

   This month it will be at Judy Alsop’s home 19 Parklands, Somers.                                                               
    Starting time is 5pm finishing at 6.30pm. Guests bring a plate of food and drinks  
    and enjoy a convivial cocktail party atmosphere.   
 

 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE 
There will be no lunch and movie in October. Details of the next Lunch and Movie will be 
announced at the November meeting. 

          Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

 

LUNCHES AFTER MEETINGS-FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER                                                                                          

 
 

 
 

MORNING COFFEE–WEDNESDAY 23 OCTOBER  

  Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of   
  each month at 10am. The next one will be Wednesday 23 October.                                    

                            Helen May 0417 553 744 
 

 

SINGING GROUP—TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER AND 12 NOVEMBER   

  Please note change of dates. All of the following dates will still occur on Tuesdays from   
  4.00 to 5.30pm. Singing will now be on the following dates:  
  29 October, 12 November, 26 November and 10 December.    

           Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912  

 

WINE APPRECIATION—WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER 

The group will visit the Wine Lovers Warehouse in Hastings followed by lunch at Vivian’s 
Kitchen. We will meet at the Wine Lovers at 11am for a tasting. At the lunch wines will 
be matched to the dishes served.          
             - Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

Lunch after the November meeting will be at the Flinders Golf Club. If you want to join us 
and have not put your name on the list please contact  .       
                                 Chris Thompson 0421 421 303  

 

 

 



TRAVEL and OUTINGS 

Twenty-one members descend-
ed on Canberra at the start of 
October to savour what the 
national capital had to offer. 
The general consensus was that 
it had a lot to offer even if 
most of the group decided that 
they would not like to live 
there. 
With its own dedicated bus the 
group visited Floriade, Parlia-
ment House, the National Gal-
lery, the National Portrait Gal-
lery, the War Memorial,  the  
Arboretum, the Australian  In-
stitute of Sport, the National 
Museum of  Australia and  
Cockington Green model village. 
Two visits to Floriade, the city’s welcome to 
spring with its mass of tulips and other flowers, 
were certainly a hit with garden lovers with the 
second visit at night a spectacular finale to the 
trip. 
The five-day visit was full speed for most of the 

time with  
great meals at 
a variety of 
restaurants 
keeping the 
group fuelled 
up. 
A big thank you 
to Georgie Min-
ton for organis-
ing the trip 
through Best 4 
Travel who en-
sured that eve-
rything  went 
like clockwork. 

 
-Tony Duboudin 

Canberra turns out to be blooming good 



 TARRA AT QUEENSCLIFF —WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER  
 

The date is now fixed as we have a secure booking. 
This also means we can take additional numbers. 

If you would like to come along simply pay your $79 
to the Probus bank account using for reference 
your NAME and TARRA, by 30 October when the 
final payment must be made. 

Sail to lunch at Tarra includes:  

• A return trip to Queenscliff as a foot pas-
senger departing Sorrento at 11am. 

• A two-course lunch with a glass of house wine 
and great views from 12pm. 

• An optional short stroll to the Maritime Mu-
seum where entry is $10. 

• You can return to Sorrento when you are ready.           - Georgie Minton   0437 600 466  

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

SOMERS CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY CONCERT, SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER,  
2.30PM AT ST MARKS CHURCH, BALNARRING 

 

The Alari Quartet will present something new and something old 

The program 

• Caroline Shaw Blueprints, a newly commissioned piece by 
America’s famous Azuri string quartet. 

• Vivaldi Seasons (Spring & Winter) 

Interval 

• Dvorak string quartet no 14 

Tickets $55 including post-concert refreshments.  

Bookings: https:www.trybooking.com/CTDOF    

For more information contact our Secretary Roger Price on 0403 592 195 

         

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY BAND AT HMAS CERBERUS 

WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER at  2pm and 7pm. Book on line at www.try booking. Com 
 

NAVY BLUE HARMONY CONCERT 

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER 1-3pm Featuring Victoria Police Pipe & Drum Band                                         
and The Royal Australian Navy Band at The Frankston Arts Centre. Tickets $25. 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/CTDOF
http://www.try


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 October November 

10 Sue Rintoul 12 Jan Angwin 

12 Di Price 12  Bev Frank 

12 Peter Witnish 13  Carlene Tovey 

13 Gillian Tansley 14  Margaret Kurrle 

23 Sue Pritchard 19  David Andrewes 

24 Caroline Valliant 21  Barry Price 

26 Denise Copeland 24  John Copeland 

27 Tony Duboudin 24  Nigel George 

30 Peter Cole 28  Miffie Maklary 

  

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  

Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 

CHAIRS: Peter Witnish, Stephen Teh,  TEA: Clare Witnish, Ros Teh,  

 

 

PICTURES OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Each month we ask a member to submit a photograph for the Pictures of the Month. 
Email your image to: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com Preferred format is JPG. 

Left: Di Price captured 
this striking picture at 
Floriade in Canberra dur-
ing the evening illumina-
tions. 

 

 

Right: Cisco Bagulho took 
this picture of the monas-
tery of Alcobaça, north of  
Lisbon which was built 
around 1200s. 

tonyd
Cross-Out



EVENTS CALENDAR 

October 

November

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 

to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

3 4 Book 
group 

5 6 7 Bridge 8  General 
meeting 

9 Canasta 

10 11 12 Singing 13 Visit to 
Tarra 

14 Finance 
group 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 Family 
history 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 Singing 27 Morning 
coffee 

28 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

29 30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 Canberra 
trip 

3 Bridge 

Committee 
meeting 

4 5 

6 7 Book 
group 

8 9 10 11 General 
meeting 

12 

13 14 15 Singing 16 Wine 
tasting 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 Morning 
coffee 

24 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

25 26 

27 28 29 Singing 30 31 Committee 
meeting 


