
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Vice President Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

Past President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Secretary Veronica Paskins 0431 776 421 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Anne Hassett 0438 836 546 

Welfare Ros Teh 0407 893 105 

Newsletter + Website Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

March 2025 
 

Next meeting: Friday 11 April, 2025  
at 10am 

SPEAKER: Geoff Bransbury               

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



Presidents Report, Annual General 
Meeting  
The club has had a very happy and 
successful year in 2025.  
We have tried to listen to what 
the members want and as one 
member suggested that he was 
not able to partake in the activi-
ties but most enjoyed socialising 

over a meal, we have increased the eating  and drink-
ing department! Now going out for lunch after every 
meeting, initiating the monthly morning coffee and 
the Happy Hour and a Half which has been most suc-
cessful.  
The activities offered do change according to circum-
stances; Kelly Pool finishing but new ones such as 
Singing, Mahjong and Walking have started up. The 
other more established groups continue to be well 
supported and I thank all of the leaders for their 
continued efforts. 
Special thanks should go to Georgie Minton and Jill 
Duboudin for their organisation of outings and trips. 
This year the club has visited Como, the State Li-
brary, Tara at Queenscliff and Canberra amongst 
other outings.  
The calendar is now so full that we are finding it dif-
ficult to accommodate all the activities.Of course, I 
must mention going out to Pier 10 for the Christmas 
lunch and our 20th anniversary party. 
My heartfelt thanks go to all the committee who 
have been wonderful. Everybody has done their job 
happily and reliably and I am very grateful for all 
their support and enthusiasm.   
Several people are stepping down from the commit-
tee; Peter Thompson as Immediate Past President, 
Roy Higginson as Secretary, Pat Pringle as Member-
ship Officer and Sue Rintoul from Welfare. We will 
miss you at our committee meetings and thank you 
for all your assistance with many things. You can now 

sit back and enjoy the meetings! Our best wishes go 
to Sue at the moment and we wish her all the best 
for a return of good health. Thank you   also to 
Rhonda McDonald for all the morning teas and to 
Clare Whitnish who is stepping in to carry on.  
 
I have in my life been involved with several community 
groups and I think that I can say that this is the only 
one where there has been no discord in the commit-
tee or in the club that I am aware of!  
I think that it’s very special as we come from a di-
verse range of backgrounds.  
I was rather surprised recently at Mahjong that not 
everybody knew each other. It was my mistake in as-
suming that everyone knew each other and I failed to 
make introductions. My  apologies!  I can see a chal-
lenge here - that we all try to talk to someone we 
don’t know at each meeting!  
The club is facing increased financial costs due to 
increased rent from Somers Yacht Club and increased 
capitation fees from Probus South Pacific and as a 
result the committee has decided to increase the an-
nual subscription by $5 to $50 per person per annum. 
The joining fee remains at $50.   
Finally, is the question of membership. We currently 
have 90 members which is an increase from last year. 
Naturally  there is a bit of attrition but I feel that 
we have made gains in presenting our club as welcom-
ing and open to new ideas. As a result we are seeing a 
turnaround in numbers and dare I say it, a slightly 
younger demographic! Please don’t be afraid to make 
suggestions or to encourage others to come as guests 
to the meetings.  
My very best wishes go to Georgie Minton for her 
year as President and also to the new  
committee. I am sure that we will have another happy 
and successful year.  
Best wishes to you all.  
Judy.  

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 

OUR NEW PRESIDENT 

Thank you for welcoming me so warmly to my 
new role. I'm looking forward to the year 
ahead and to working with you all to have an-
other year of enjoyable activities in good 
company.  
I hope every member finds something that is 
right for them. It may be singing, walking, cy-
cling, eating, drinking, games, money, books, 
gardens, speakers or short or long trips.  
If we don't have it we can create it if there's 
enough interest. Stay well and happy.  

Georgie 



MEET YOUR NEW COMMITTEE 

OUR NEXT SPEAKER 

We are up for an exciting trip around Australia on a motor bike in April when we welcome Geoff 
Bransbury for this the third visit to the club. 

On his previous visits he has taken us on his adventures in South America  and through central Asia 
on his way back to London. For all our Australian travellers I think we may get new ideas even if it is 
on four wheels .          

- Sue Mansie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apart from Sue Rintaul, who joined us for lunch 
after the AGM,  everyone on my list of walking 
wounded turned up to the meeting. 
I was pleased to report that Sue is improving 
every day and is being well cared for by  
husband Tim. 
Marg Overton has recovered well from a fall 
and is looking good. 
Helen May has had a bad bout of shingles but is 
on the mend and needs to rest. 
Jenny Fergusson is almost back to her beautiful 
self again after a frightening episode which 
seems to be have been a TIA. 
Helen Kirkby is recovering from shingles and 
having to undergo nerve blocks but keeping  
positive as she plans a sailing trip later in the 

year. 
Steph Schwarz has had an eye operation and is 
a little grumpy because he can’t drive. 
Last but not least Stephen Brown is becoming 
very well known at Frankston Hospital. Just 
when we all thought he had gone to have his hip 
done he ended up being put in for pneumonia for 
six days.                                                        
Two days later he went back having put his hip 
out again at two in the morning.  I never found 
out how he did that.  
Senga is beginning to wonder if he is having an 
affair with one of the nurses.  Let's hope he is 
all better soon. 
Take care everyone.  

- Ros Teh 0407 893 105 

WELFARE REPORT  

Your new committee (Left to right): Judy Alsop outgoing President, Sue Mansie, speakers, 
Georgie Minton, new President, Chris Thompson, Vice President, Jill Duboudin, outings, Anne Has-

sett, Membership, Veronica Paskins, Secretary, Ros Teh, Welfare.                                            
Absent: Tony Duboudin, Newsletter, and Nigel George, Treasurer. 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin 
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Veronica Paskins 

Email: verdenp@bigpond.com 

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86, 
Somers, 3927.  

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute. 
Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 
CHAIRS: Cisco Bagulho, Daryl Cowen  TEA: Sandra Shiel, June Cowen 

Where did you grow up? 

Mentone as a child with 
schooling at Mentone  
Grammar. We moved to East 
Malvern when I was a teen-
ager and I attended Mel-
bourne High, 

What did you do in your 
earlier life workwise? 

I started as a computer pro-
grammer and worked in vari-
ous I.T. roles until retire-
ment, 

Where did you live before 
moving to the Peninsula?  

We lived in the Upwey area 
from 1968 to 2005.  

Why did you choose to 
move here?  

We had friends who had a holiday house in Mer-
ricks Beach and liking the area we bought a holi-
day house in 1977. 

How long have you lived in the area? 

We moved here in retirement fulltime in 2005 
selling our Upwey home. 

Anything you miss by moving here? 

Initially our friends in the Dandenongs  but all 
of them have moved in retirement many to the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

What advice would you give 
anyone contemplating a similar 
move? 

Choose an area that is not too 
far from family, friends and 
facilities and be prepared to 
join in the community. 

How long have you been in-
volved with Probus?  

We joined as foundation mem-
bers in 2005. I joined Balnar-
ring Men;s in 2006. 

What motivated you to join 
Probus?  

Merricks Beach only had a few 
retirees that we knew through 
the Yacht Club and the chance 
to be part of a new club was a 

great opportunity to make new friends. 

What do you enjoy about Probus? 

Our meetings,  lunches,  interest groups, trips 
away especially the five overseas ones.  Making 
many good new friends over the 20 years. 

What if anything would you like to see 
changed about Probus?  

Nothing  really as we have a mature club but 
must continue to introduce new members with 
new ideas and the willingness to participate in 
running the club in the future. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — DARYL COWEN 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined


ACTIVITIES 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 7 APRIL 

BRIDGE -THURSDAY 10 APRIL 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 12 APRIL

Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting. 

Contact Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 

FAMILY HISTORY 

FINANCE – THURSDAY 15 MAY 

The next meeting for 2025 will be on Thursday 15 May , 5pm at the Somers Tennis 
Club followed by a meal at The Heritage. Members are reminded that electricity com-
panies are reviewing their tariffs and may change you to the highest tariff called the 
Victorian Default Offer. If this happens contact your company on-line or by phone or 
use a comparison site to get a better deal. 

We have 15 entries in the Share Game with Barry Price the current leader. 

 Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

The next Bridge session will be on Thursday 10 April, 4pm at Robyn Campbell’s, 14 
Victoria Avenue, Somers 

Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to join the group. 

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742 
to be put on advice line.  

Family History is temporarily on hold. 
- Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088

The next meeting is on Monday 7 April, noon at the Somers Tennis Clubhouse .     
The book for discussion will be Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and 
her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of 
equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated 
grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry re-
sults. 
Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist. 

- Leonie Holmgren



HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 27 MARCH 

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING - FRIDAY 11 APRIL
The lunch after our April meeting will a light lunch at the Yacht Club consisting of  
 quiches and sandwiches with a glass of wine and a special Easter treat. Cost $15pp 
  to be paid into the Probus account. Somers Combined Probus Club Inc BSB 633-000  

Account No. 164191777. Please  use your name as reference.  Chris Thompson 0421 421 303

MAHJONG GROUP - WEDNESDAY 26 MARCH 
The next Mahjong group will be held on Wednesday 26 March  at 3pm. The venue 
is  Somers Yacht Club.  

Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

MORNING COFFEE - WEDNESDAY 26 MARCH

SINGING GROUP –TUESDAY 1 AND 15 APRIL 

 This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4pm. 

 Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912 

WALKING—WEDNESDAY 2 APRIL

WINE APPRECIATION 
 Nothing is planned at this stage. 

  Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. 

Helen May 0417 553 

The next Happy hour and a half will be 5pm on Thursday 27 March at John and 
Denise Copeland’s,  3 Stanmore Avenue, Somers. Bring a bottle and a plate of 
finger food to share. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE NOW 
Membership Fees for the coming year are due 1 April 2025. The fee is $50 per member as set at 
the AGM. Please make payment directly to the Bendigo Bank either online or over the counter at 
the branch. Somers Combined Probus Club Inc BSB 633-000 Account No. 164191777  

The next walk is on Wednesday 2 April 2025 at 9am and is a 9 km in total, return walk,
from Jacks Beach to Pelican Point, or if you wish to do it one way 4.5km, Jacks Beach 
to Pelican Point you’ll need to arrange your own transport back from Pelican Point. Note 
there is also the 782 bus from King St, Hastings to Somers. Details and any 
cancellation due to weather will be emailed out a few days prior to the walk.  
If you wish to receive emails for the new activity group ‘Walking Group’, send a request 
by email to Stephen.Hempel@hotmail.com   

mailto:Stephen.Hempel@hotmail.com


OUTINGS AND TRAVEL 

APRIL 

Monday 14 April - Government House tour and lunch—this tour is fully booked.

To all people who have booked please pay $25pp by 30 March, 2025 to Somers Combined Probus 
Club Inc. BSB  633000 A/C No. 164191777 using your name and Govt house as reference.  
If you cannot attend or change your mind let us know ASAP as we have people on the waiting list. 

MAY/JUNE 
The Frankly Sinatra concert will not be going ahead as we are planning another adventure in late 
May early June. Wrap up in warm clothes for a two night stay on the Bellarine Peninsula.  
Details will be in the April newsletter 

OCTOBER 

15 to 20 October - A visit to Tasmania.

We will be staying at the 4.5 the Movenpick Hotel in Hobart with most 
rooms enjoying sea views. Some of the places of interest we will visit  
include the Botanic Gardens, Salamanca Market, Mona, Port Arthur and 
Mount Wellington for some great views of Hobart. Payment details below. 

The $500 deposit for this trip is due by 30 March. This is because the 
hotel is holding enough harbour view rooms for all of us plus interior 

rooms. They will only hold them until this date. 
PAYMENTS - All payments must be made by way of one of the following:     
Direct Deposit - Best4Travel BSB: 086-495 Account: 72-335-1218. Use your surname as refer-
ence.     
Cash & Cheque - Cash is accepted or a cash deposit can be made at any NAB branch.     
Credit Card - Will incur a processing fee per transaction depending on card type used. 
Amex 2% fee. Apple Pay & Visa 1.65%. Mastercard 1.45%. International Cards 3%.   
Credit Card payment link:    http://pay.travelpay.com.au/best4tvl 
Or call us on 08 9203 7555 if you wish to pay with your credit card over the phone. 

Somers Chamber Music Society Inc. presents 

The Alari Quartet 

Sunday 13 April at 2.30pm St John’s Anglican Church, 

King Street, Flinders. Doors open 2pm 

Program  

Haydn String Quartet No.3, Op.33 ‘The Bird’ 

Elena Kats Chernin Blue Silence  

Interval  

     Grieg String Quartet No.1, Op.27  
Tickets $55 including post-concert refreshments. 

Students $25 - (pay at the door cash only) 

 HTTPS://www.trybooking.com/CZUVY  

http://pay.travelpay.com.au/best4tvl


20th ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
The club celebrated 20 years of trips, outings, events, activities and having fun with a 
cocktail/garden party.  A huge thank you to Helen Kirkby for making her property available 
for the event. The weather and the venue were just perfect. 



 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

March April 

6  Marg Partos 4  Daryl Cowen 

14 Tim Rintoul 5  Stephen Teh 

16 Steph Schwarz 8  Erik Holmgren 

25 Robyn Campbell 11 Meg Henham 

16 Peter Pritchard 

19 June Cowen 

.MOOROODUC TRAIN TRIP 

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR LIVE 

Rosebud Cinemas 

Saturday 19, Sunday 20 and Tuesday 22 April 

All sessions start at 1pm 

Tim Rice and Adnrew Lloyd Webber’s rock classic Jesus Christ Super  Star return to its roots with 
this sensational performance in the UK during the Live Arena Tour. An incredible cast including Tim 
Minchin as Judas Iscariot, Melanie Chrisholm as Mary Magdalene, Chris Moyles as King Herod and 
Been Foster as Jesus Christ. 

Lunch after the trip.     
Right  a carriage full of happy passengers. 

19 Peter Thompson



EVENTS CALENDAR 

March 

April 
 

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 

to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Our thanks to the office of Paul Mercurio, MLA for Hastings, for printing copies of this newsletter.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 Singing 2 Walking 3 4 5 

6 7 Book 
group 

8  9 10 Bridge 

  

11 General 
meeting 

12 Canasta 

13 14 Govern-
ment House 

15  Singing 16 17 18 Good 
Friday 

19  

20 21 22  23 Morning 
coffee 

 

24 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Sunday Monday 

 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

2 3 Book 
group 

4 Singing 5  6 Committee 
meeting 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

  

14 General 
meeting and 
AGM 

15 Canasta 

16 17 18 Singing 19 20  21  22  

23 24  25 26 Morning 
coffee 

 

27 Committee 
meeting 

Happy hour 
and a half 

28 29  

30  31      




