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Dear All, 
It was wonderful to see such 
a good roll-up to our meeting 
on Friday following the sum-
mer break and we were hap-
py to welcome four guests, 
Pauline and David Moone, Li-
sa Nutting and Gina Web-
ster. 

Three new members were inducted, Ilona Cox, 
and Wendy and Michael Wilson. We welcome 
them to the club and look forward to their com-
pany and participation in our activities. 
Our best wishes go to Sue Rintoul who has not 
been at all well. Sue has decided not to continue 

as Welfare Officer. She has done a wonderful 
job for several years and I’m sure that many of 
you have been grateful for her assistance. Thank 
you so much Sue for all the help and care that 
you have given. Roslyn Teh will now assume the 
role of Welfare Officer. Thank you Ros. 
We are looking forward to introducing two new 
activities, Mah Jong and a Walking Group. De-
tails under the activity section. 
Our 20 year anniversary celebration will be held 
next Friday, 21 February at Helen Kirkby’s, 93 
Lord Somers Road. 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm. We now 
have a total of 80 people attending - and we’re 
looking forward to a good night! 

- Judy 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

CLUB WELCOMES THREE NEW MEMBERS 
 
The club inducted three new members at its February meeting - 
Michael and Wendy  Wilson and Ilona Cox all Somers residents. 
Michael and Wendy  have lived in Somers for quite a few years. 
Michael is retired while Wendy still pursues her career as a nurse. 
Both are heavily  involved in the yacht club. Michael helps man the 
bar and in earlier times was crew on the  rescue boats.  
Wendy has been a force behind promoting women’s sailing and 
formed SWISH (Somers Women in Sailing Heaven) which has  
attracted many women to take up the sport. 
Ilona has lived in Somers for a few years. She has recently writ-
ten a book on Australian scientists still living. She has expressed 
interest in the walking group and mahjong. 
 

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

The party is on Friday 21 February 2025 

at 93 Lord Somers Road, Somers (6 to 9pm) 

Time flies when you are having fun and that is certainly the case with 
Somers Combined Probs Club. So your committee decided that 20 years 

of having fun should be marked with another fun event, 
a cocktail party on a grand scale. 

So it’s  time to dust down your glam outfits and your dancing shoes and 
get ready to party.   



 

SPEAKER NOTES 
 

On Friday we were given wonderful presentation on the histo-
ry of Beleura House and gardens in Mornington by its General 
Manager Martin Green. 
Martin managed to weave into his talk not only the past own-
ers of Beleura but the history of the rise of Mornington, the 
quirky areas of the garden, the various statues from Europe, 
and  a story about the bath which was used by our greatest 
singer Dame Nellie Melba who required sea water in her bath 
in  order to relax her vocal chords . 
The Italianate-style Villa was build in 1840 on the traditional 
lands of the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong people for James 
Butchart a stock and station agent who created a thriving and 
prosperous business during the Victorian Gold Rush .Sadly he 
never lived to enjoy it as he had a brain aneurysm on the 
front steps on his first day  and died. 
The house was eventually put up for sale with all the garden 
divided into small plots for homes .This is where the Tallis 
Family come into the picture . George Tallis made his fortune 
by being involved with the JC Williams  theatre enterprise 
and bought not only the Villa but all the plots thus saving the 
wonderful garden.  
The family  entertained many well-known people including the ceramicist Klytie Pate. The house 
contains a large collection of her art. Eventually John Tallis inherited the villa paying out his sib-
lings. His first love was the piano and he studied in Paris but came home with many statues for 
the garden. John spent the rest of his life devoted to Beleura. Today you can visit the Villa as if 
he had just gone out to fetch his weekly Financial Times . A wonderful story told too briefly. 

- Sue Mansie 

 

AGM - FRIDAY 14 MARCH 2025 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 14 March  when the election of  the  commit-
tee for 2025-2026 will be held.  "Notices of Motion" must be lodged with the Secretary by 21 
February 2025.  
Payments 
Members are reminded that Annual Subscription Fees (the amount will be set at the AGM.) are due 
on or before 1 April 2025 
EFT BSB:083668   Account Number:137401403  
Reference:  Your name must be put in to identify whose payment and for what purpose. 
Payment by CHEQUE:  Post to: PO Box 86, Somers, 3927 

WELFARE REPORT  

As some of you may know Sue Rintoul has been unwell for some time and is undergoing treatment 
and as a result is unable to continue as welfare officer. RosTeh has kindly stepped in to takeover 
the role. We  all wish Sue our very best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 

    - Ros Teh 0407 893 105 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Roy Higginson  

Email: royatsomers@gmail.com   

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  
Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 
CHAIRS: John Copeland, Robert Bartholomew  TEA: Denise Kempster, Denise Copeland 

Where did you grow up? 
 I was born in North London but my parents em-
igrated when I was four. The rest of my child-
hood was spent in Seaford. 
What did you do in your earlier life work-
wise?  
I was initially a dental nurse, then later worked 
in supermarkets and other 
part time jobs while my 
daughter was small and we 
only had one car and lived in 
a rural area.  
In 1972 I went back to edu-
cation and became a primary 
school teacher which I en-
joyed for 35 years before 
retiring. 
Where did you live before 
moving to the Peninsula?   
From the age of four I’ve 
lived all over the Peninsula – 
Seaford, South Melbourne, 
Frankston, Dromana, 
McCrae, Moorooduc and 
Mornington. I also lived in the UK in 1989 & 90  
Why did you choose to move here?  
I came to Somers when I met my second hus-
band who lived here. 
How long have you lived in the area?  
Since 2000 
Anything you miss by moving here?  
Some things are more challenging to access like 
going to the theatre and getting to the airport. 
Also the daily proximity of some close friends. 
What advice would you give anyone contem-
plating a similar move?  

Be sure you want to live in a serene and peaceful 
location. Somers offers a wonderful community  
life if you want to meet new people.  Be proac-
tive in seeking out people with similar interests, 
get involved. 
How long have you been involved with Probus?  
Since 2015 when my last husband died and Vern 

and Gill Tansley invited me 
along. 
What motivated you to join 
Probus?  
See above 
What if anything would you 
like to see changed about 
Somers Combined Probus?  
Not much. 
I support the goals of Pro-
bus which seem simple and 
inclusive to me.  I would like 
to dispel some misconcep-
tions I’ve heard in the com-
munity. For instance that to 
become a member, you must 
be a retired professional; 

that there is a stringent vetting process and 
that there is a waiting list.  
I believe the club is only as good as we make it. 
So we should all try to find a way that we can 
contribute if we are going to reap the benefits. 
It provides many opportunities for all members 
to find fun and friendship. 
I hope to see a continuing process of change and 
development. I think our club is in a period of 
growth and believe this will lead to new and 
stimulating activities that will appeal to a num-
ber of members and others in the community.  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — GEORGIE MINTON  

 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
mailto:royatsomers@gmail.com


ACTIVITIES  
 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 3 MARCH 

 

BRIDGE 

 

 
 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 15 MARCH 

Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting.  
  
   Contact Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 
 

 
 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY     
 
 

 
FINANCE – THURSDAY 20 FEBRUARY 
 The first meeting for 2025 will be on Thursday, 20 February, 5pm at the Somers Ten-

nis Club. This will be followed by a BYO BBQ. You are invited to bring a dessert or sal-
ad to share. If you registered at our Probus meeting last Friday there is no need to 
contact me to confirm your attendance. 
As usual we will discuss current Finance topics and start the share game for 2025.  
       Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

There will be no Bridge until April. 
 
 Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to join the group.  

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742  
to be put on advice line.  

There will be no Family History meeting in February.         
         
            - Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

The next meeting is on Monday 3 March, 12noon at the Somers Tennis Club                     
house. BYO lunch. 
The book for discussion will be Tom Lake by Ann Patchett  
Tom Lake is a meditation on youthful love, married love, and the lives parents have 
led before their children were born. Both hopeful and elegiac, it explores what it 
means to be happy even when the world is falling apart. As in all of her novels, Ann 
Patchett combines compelling narrative artistry with piercing insights into family 
dynamics. The result is a rich and luminous story, told with profound intelligence 
and emotional subtlety, that demonstrates once again why she is one of the most 
revered and acclaimed literary talents working today.   - Leonie Holmgren 



GARDENING 

  Garden outings will now be held each season. The autumn outing will be announced at our 
  next meeting.              
                 Marg Harwood 0408 263 237 

 

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 27 MARCH 

    

    
 

 

 

LUNCH AND A MOVIE 
  There will be no movie and lunch this month. 

              Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

 

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING - FRIDAY 14 MARCH                                                                                        
      Lunch after our March meeting and AGM will be at The Heritage, Balnarring.   

                  Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 
  

MAHJONG GROUP - WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 
The first meeting of this group will be held on Wednesday 26 February 2-4pm. The ven-
ue is Somers Yacht Club. Details will be sent to all those on the list. 

Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 
 

MORNING COFFEE - WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 

  
  
  

  

SINGING GROUP -TUESDAY 18 FEBRUARY AND 4 MARCH 

   This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm.  
 

             Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912  
 

WALKING 

New member Stephen Hempel is keen to set up a walking group. He will get in contact 
with those interested in becoming part of the group. 

                     Stephen Hempel 0418 538 840 

         
WINE APPRECIATION  

  Nothing is planned at this stage.           Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am.        
            Helen May 0417 553 744 

The next Happy hour and a half will be 5pm on Thursday 27 March at John and 
Denise Copeland’s,  3 Stanmore Avenue, Somers. Bring a bottle and a plate of 
finger food to share. 



OUTINGS AND TRAVEL 
 

FEBRUARY 

Friday 21 February - 20th Anniversary cocktail party 

                     MARCH 

Sunday 16 March — Vintage steam train trip $18pp 

Saturday 29 March – Balnarring picnic races. Cancelled. 

APRIL 

Monday 14 April - Government House tour and lunch—this tour is fully booked.  
  

To all people who have booked please pay $25 pp by 30 March, 2025 to Somers Combined Probus 
Club Inc. BSB  633000 A/C No. 164191777 using your name and Govt house as reference.  
If you are unable to attend or change your mind let us know ASAP as we have people on the waiting 
list. 

OCTOBER 

15 to 20 October - A visit to Tasmania, a proposed itinerary is attached.  
 

We will be staying at the 4.5 the Movenpick Hotel in Hobart with most 
rooms enjoying sea views. Some of the places of interest we will visit 
include the Botanic Gardens, Salamanca Market, Mona, Port Arthur 
and Mount Wellington for some great views of Hobart. 

 

 

PHANTOM CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY 
Rosebud Cinemas  

Saturday 15 March, Sunday 16 March and Tuesday 18 March  
All sessions start at 1pm. 

 
The Phantom of the Opera is one of the world’s most popular musicals and this 
year celebrates 25 years since it was first performed. It has been staged in 
145 cities across 27 countries and its box office sales eclipse Avatar, Titanic 
and Star Wars.  
To celebrate its 25th anniversary year, Cameron Mackintosh presented The 
Phantom Of The Opera in a fully-staged, lavish production set in the sumptu-
ous Victorian splendour of the Royal Albert Hall. Phantom Of The Opera At 
The Albert Hall stars Ramin Karimloo as 'The Phantom' and Sierra Boggess as 
'Christine'. They are joined by a supporting cast and orchestra of more than 
200, plus some very special guest appearances.  

 

Enjoy travel from a bygone age on the Mornington Tourist Railway. Train de-
parts 10.30am from Moorooduc station and steams to Mornington and back.  
After we will lunch at Doppiozero Pizza and Pasta licensed restaurant at 
Moorooduc cool stores.     
Payment to be made into our Probus account by Friday 7 March.                                                                



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

February March 

5  Laraine Proctor 6  Marg Partos 

14 Norm Dewar 14 Tim Rintoul 

25 Georgie Minton 16 Steph Schwarz 

26 Dennis Paskins 25 Robyn Campbell 

28 Helen Kirkby  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

PICTURES OF THE MONTH 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
This blue tongue lizard was feeling the heat and came up for a drink in Tony Duboudin’s backyard. 
John Copeland enjoying New Year’s Eve at Elizabeth Hatton’s home snapped by Gill Schwarz. 

 



EVENTS CALENDAR 

February 

March 
 

his newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 

to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Our thanks to the office of Paul Mercurio, MLA for Hastings, for printing copies of this newsletter.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

2 3 Book 
group 

4 Singing 5 6  

  

7  8  

9 10 11  12 13 14 General 
meeting 

15 Canasta 

16 17 18 Singing 19  

 

20 Finance 21 20th 
Anniversary 
party 

22 

23 24 25 26 Morning 
coffee 

Mahjong 

27 28  

Sunday Monday 

 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

2 3 Book 
group 

4 Singing 5  6 Committee 
meeting 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

  

14 General 
meeting and 
AGM 

15 Canasta 

16 17 18 Singing 19 20  21  22  

23 24  25 26 Morning 
coffee 

 

27 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

28 29  

30  31      


