
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Vice President Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

Past President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Secretary Veronica Paskins 0431 776 421 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Anne Hassett 0438 836 546 

Welfare Ros Teh 0407 893 105 

Newsletter  Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

May 2025 
 

Next meeting: Friday 13 June, 2025  
at 10am 

SPEAKER: Don Jones, comedian               

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



Dear All, 
I was happy to welcome 
Juliet Lowther as a visitor 
to our meeting and lunch. I 
hope she will be a regular 
at future events. 
I was able to show the 
Somers Combined Probus 
website and provide a bit 
of background to its es-

tablishment. It was set up in 2015 by Di Price at 
the request of Adrian Ross when he was presi-
dent. It is currently managed by Jill Duboudin 
who does a great job of keeping it up to date.  
In the meantime a number of members have 
been responsible for it including Sandy Uren, 
Judy Alsop and Glenda Culley.  
The website provides a good resource for mem-
bers to find contacts, look at the latest news-
letter, review past activities and check upcom-

ing events. You can also access information 
about Probus South Pacific travel insurance and 
other member benefits. I encourage its use. 
Peter Witnish introduced the new look golf 
group which will cater for all abilities including 
those who have never played before but would 
like to “have a go”. Clubs can be made available 
for beginners. 
Ian Tymms was an interesting speaker, telling us 
about Kurt Hahn and his contribution to educa-
tion. He generated a number of questions for 
discussion. 
Lunch at The Flinders Hotel was a hit with all 
who attended. We enjoyed a cosy atmosphere 
with good food and service thanks to Chris 
Thompsons’ organisation. 
Take care of yourselves and enjoy all your fa-
vourite probus activities this month.   
See you soon. 
       Georgie 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

WELFARE REPORT  
It was lovely to have Sue Rintoul back at the meeting this month.  Everyone was delighted to see 
her. Stef Schwarz is back driving and all is going well. Stef wants to thank all the people who were 
so helpful in his time of need. 
Stephen Brown is slowly recovering from a very sore hip and is a little house bound and I’m sure 
would be happy to see or hear from members. 
Jenny Ferguson is still at the Mornington centre as she is awaiting a vacancy to come up at the 
care facility where she is going to be near her daughter.  Best to ring her first if you plan to visit. 
Thank you all the people who have put their names down for Motor Mates. 
Take care everyone.   

- Ros Teh 0407 893 105 

 

RELIABLE TRADIES LISTED 
There is nothing like a recommendation when it comes to hiring 
a tradie for a task around the house.  
Thanks to a suggestion by Denise Copeland the club is in the 
process of compiling a list of tradies who have done work for 
members and who members recommend as reliable. 
A form for members to fill out listing details of a tradie who 
has done satisfactory work will be sent out to all members or 
you can obtain a form from Denise Copeland who has kindly 
agreed to run the scheme. 
The committee believes that a list of recommended tradies will 
be a valuable resource for all members to access. 
 
Denise Copeland 0414 543 742 or copelaj@bigpond.com 



Ian Tymms , our May 
speaker,  gave us a fasci-
nating talk about the life 
and work of Kurt Hahn 
[1886-1974] 
Hahn  was a German Jew 
who was educated in Ger-
many and briefly at Ox-
ford. He was private sec-
retary to the last imperi-
al Chancellor, Prince Max 
von Baden, and before 
that was in the German 
War Office translating 
English papers . In 1919 
was part of the German 
delegation to the Paris 
Peace Conference where, 
as secretary and speech 
writer to the German 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs he witnessed the signing of the Treaty of 
Versailles. 
In 1920 Hahn opened the Schule Schloss Salem 
[attended by Prince Phillip]  based on his seven 
foundation philosophies which were: 
1. Give the children opportunities for self-

discovery  .
2. Make the children meet with triumph and

defeat.
3. Give the children opportunity of self-

effacement in the common cause. This
leading to students undertaking tasks e.g.
the Rib rescue boat, the original built by
students that was taken up by the RNLI in
Britain which in turn led to the Atlantic Pa-
cific  a charity set up by students that
builds boats that can be sent for emergen-
cy situations around the world .

4. Periods of silence .
5. Train the imagination .
6. Make games important but not predomi-

nant .

7. Free the sons of the
wealthy and powerful from
the enervating sense of
privilege .
In 1933 Hahn was thrown
in prison for speaking out
against Hitler and the Na-
zis. He told students that
they could join the Brown-
shirts (Hitler’s street
thugs) or continue their
studies but not both . Be-
ing a Jew he knew what
his fate would be and it
was only the intervention
of British Prime Minister
Ramsay MacDonald that
Hahn was allowed to leave
Germany for England . He
later founded Gor-
donstoun School in Scot-

land on his principles. Prince Philip and King 
Charles attended the school. 
Hahn went on to establish the Outward Bound 
program, the United World Colleges, the Inter-
national Baccalaureate which is now established 
in 151 countries and the Round Square Schools of 
which there are 200 in Australia.  
Ian also talked about the role of  Gordonstoun's 
training boat having to be sailed to Wales for 
safety during the war and the young crew’s in-
teractions with other ships in the convoy . The 
crews of the merchant navy ships in the convoy 
were so impressed with the skills of the young 
crew (mostly 16-year-olds) that Hahn was asked 
to help train young crew members many of whom 
were the first to succumb when ships were  sunk  
and survivors took to the lifeboats  because they 
lacked life skills.  
There is much more that could be written but I 
have run out of space . 

-Sue Mansie

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND APOLOGIES 

Membership fees were due on 1 April so are now well OVERDUE. Members who have not paid their 
fees will have received a reminder email. Please check your emails.  Make your payment to the 
Bendigo Bank  online or over the counter. Somers Combined Probus Club Inc BSB 633-000 Account 
No. 164191777 . 
If you cannot attend a meeting  you need to make an apology to our membership secretary Anne 
Hassett. Anne‛s number is 0438 836 546 and her email is:  annehassett@me.com

SPEAKER NOTES



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 
Website: Jill Duboudin 
Email: jilldoobs@bigpond.com 
Secretary: Veronica Paskin 
Email: veronica.sec.scpc@gmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  
                                          

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  

Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist with the placement of chairs. 
CHAIRS: Michael Wilson, David Andrewes TEA: Miffie Maklary, Wendy Wilson 

I was born in Charleville in western Queensland 
(where my wife Jean was also born and our par-
ents were friends), but grew up in Brisbane. 
From school I joined BHP in Brisbane where I 
worked full time whilst completing a Commerce 
Degree as an evening stu-
dent at the University of 
Queensland. On graduation 
I spent 12 months becom-
ing familiar with all aspects 
of steel making at the 
Newcastle and Port Kembla 
steelworks. I was then 
posted to Melbourne, but 
after 18 months had a com-
plete change of career and 
joined a stockbroker as an  
investment analyst, includ-
ing two months as relieving 
manager of their Perth of-
fice.  
I then joined the invest-
ment management subsidi-
ary of the E S & A Bank 
which later merged with the ANZ Bank. I was 
seconded to our London office (then head of-
fice!) for three months, and later spent three 
years as a bank branch manager but for the re-
mainder in the funds management subsidiary 
(now disbanded.) 
I had always been fascinated by sailing and we 
joined Somers Yacht Club in 1978, initially com-
ing down each Saturday but as Somers became a 

more important part of our lives, bought a holi-
day house here in 1986.  
Activities in Somers progressively grew in im-
portance, our two children moved overseas then 
finally to Sydney, we had no family in Melbourne 

and many of our friends 
were retiring to the 
Mornington Peninsula 
leaving us few close 
friends in Melbourne.  
Our life had become 
heavily Somers fo-
cussed, so in 2004 we 
built our present house 
and became permanent 
residents, with abso-
lutely no regrets – Mel-
bourne is now a foreign 
country! 
For anyone contemplat-
ing a move to Somers, 
unless they are looking 
for total reclusion, they 
should join groups where 

they can meet locals and become one them-
selves. 
I joined Probus shortly after I retired in 1998, 
as recommended above! It helps keep me stimu-
lated – both the general meetings plus many of 
the related activities.  
Personally, I would like to see more members 
join and participate in our activities. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — JEREMY GRANT 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined


ACTIVITIES 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 2 JUNE 

BRIDGE - THURSDAY 12 JUNE 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 14 JUNE

The next meeting for 2025 will be on Thursday, 15 May , 5pm at Somers Tennis Club 
followed by a meal at The Heritage. Topics will include  how to get the best rates for 
electricity and gas, lending money to family members and possible superannuation tax 
changes. 
The share market has recovered lately with John Copeland now leading the share com-
petition.  

Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

The next Bridge session will be on Thursday 12 June, 4pm at Robyn Campbell’s, 14 
Victoria Avenue, Somers 
Contact Robyne Campbell on 5983 1859 if you would like to join the group.  

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742  

The next meeting is on Monday 2 June, 12pm at Somers tennis club. BYO lunch. 
The book for discussion:  
What You Are Looking For is in the Library By Michiko Aoyama  
This is the famous question routinely asked by Tokyo’s most enigmatic librarian, Sayuri 
Komachi. Komachi has read every book lining her shelves—but she also has the unique 
ability to read the souls of library visitors. She can sense exactly what they’re looking 
for in life and provide just the book they never knew they needed to help them find it. 
With heartwarming charm and wisdom, What You Are Looking For Is in the Library is a 
paean to the magic of libraries, friendship and community.   

- Leonie Holmgren

Canasta/Samba is usually played at a members house on the Saturday night following 
the general meeting.   

    Vern Tansley 5983 5822 

FINANCE – THURSDAY 15 MAY 

CYCLING—STILL PEDALLING 

GOLF – WEDNESDAY 11 JUNE
Golf will be the second Wednesday of every month, 9.30am hit off at Cerberus 
golf club.  Each month will be a different format.  Everyone, including beginners 
are welcome.
Contact Peter if you would like to join. Peter Witnish  0432 523 206 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18144498.Michiko_Aoyama


HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 22 MAY

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING - FRIDAY 13 JUNE

MAHJONG GROUP  
 Mahjong will not be held this month. 

Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

MORNING COFFEE - WEDNESDAY 28 MAY 

SINGING GROUP –TUESDAY 20 MAY AND 3 JUNE 

 This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm. 

 Peter Thompson  0447 770 912 

WALKING — WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE

WINE APPRECIATION 
  Nothing is planned at this stage. 

  Stephen Brown 0407 334 018 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. 

    Helen May 0417 553 744 

The next Happy hour and a half will be at Chris and Peter Thompsons, 125 Lord 
Somers Road, Somers on Thursday 22 May at 5pm. Bring a bottle and a plate of 
finger food to share. 

Our most recent walk was on Wednesday 7 May starting at 10am and was a 4.5 km re-
turn walk starting at Coolart Homestead car park through the woodlands to Tulum 
Store Balnarring Beach with a coffee stop at the wonderful Tulum Store Balnarring 
Beach then a return walk along the beach. Although the weather forecast was for 
showers, it turned out mostly fine. A great day and enjoyable walk. 
There have been some suggestions for our next walk being the first Wednesday in 
June the 4th; the Briars including the nursery, Devil Bend, Fingal beach, Bushrangers 
Bay, Red Hill rail trail. The more suggestions the better. An email will be sent out with 
the details as soon as we have decided which walk. 

Stephen Hempel 0418 538 840 

We will be having lunch at Deoro by the Bay in Hastings  after our general meeting. 
Please let Chris Thompson know if you would like to attend.  

Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

IT’S FILM TIME 
‘Ocean’ David Attenborough’s new film at 99! ‘If we save the sea, we save the 
world’. 
There are many sessions at Rosebud Cinema for this film so suggest that you 
check the cinema’s website or tel 5981 2555 for up to date information on 
screening times. 
Also being shown at Rosebud: ‘Love Never Dies’ , by Andrew Lloyd Webber the 
stage production filmed in London and is showing on Saturday 17 May, Sunday 
18 and Tuesday 20 May. 
The film ‘Billy Elliot the Musical’ showing on June 14 , 15  and 17  at 1pm . This 
production was filmed at a theatre in London’s West End. 

WALKING THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

New member Stephen Hempel has hit the ground running 
and has organised a walking group which has already had its 
second outing, a 4.5 kilometre  return walk from the 
Coolart Homestead car park to Tulum Store at Balnarring 
Beach. Other walks are being planned. 



OUTINGS AND TRAVEL 

MAY   

Bellarine Break - 28 to 30 May  

All those coming on this trip will get a message a few days before departure. 
The Q train carriage we have reserved seats 24 and we only have 23 people 
booked. 
If there is one person who would like to come for the day as a foot passenger 
on the ferry on Thursday 29 May you can be picked up on the other side and 
join us for the three-hour, five-course degustation lunch.  

 

JULY 
 

Devilbend Farm Beer - Thursday 3 July  
 

Cheers!! Join us for a tour and tasting followed by lunch at  Devilbend Farm 
Beer. Why call it a beer farm? Simple, all the hops and other ingredients for 
the beer are grown at the farm. Tasting paddles from $20. Check the website 
www.devilbend.beer for the lunch menu and prices. If you are interested then 
put your name down on the list which will be available at our next meeting. 

 

OCTOBER 
Tasmania - 15 to 20 October  

 

We will be staying at the 4.5 the Movenpick Hotel in Hobart with most 
rooms enjoying sea views.  
Some of the places of interest we will visit include the Botanic Gardens, Sal-
amanca Market, Mona, Port Arthur and Mount Wellington for some great 
views of Hobart.  

 

 

 

 

CLUB MARKS ANZAC DAY 

Above: Peter Witnish lays the 
wreath.  

Left: Dennis Paskins and Peter 
Witnish pay their respects. 

Peter Witnish laid a wreath 
on behalf of the club at the 
Anzac Day ceremony in Bal-
narring along with Balnar-
ring Mens Probus President 
Dennis Paskins. A big thank 
you to Jill Albertini and 
Judy Alsop for making the 
club’s wreath. 



BIRTHDAYS 

May June 

2  Roslyn Teh  2  Helen May 

3  Elizabeth Hatton  9  Alasdair Macdonald 

11 Lottie Aylward 14  Rhonda Macdonald 

13 Judy Alsop 19  Stephen Brown 

17 Frank Robertson 22  Senga Gadsden 

18 Robert Bartholomew 23  Jenny Cole 

23 Barry Aston 26  Barbara Schwarz 

26 Doug Laing 

27 Karen George 

28 Veronica Paskins 

This month we have three images 
provided by members.  

RIGHT: Peter Witnish’s image of 
the Nobbies.  

BELOW LEFT :Jean Grant took 
this picture of the Coolart wet-
lands or drylands showing how the 
lack of rain has impacted the local 
landscape.  

BELOW RIGHT: This is an image 
taken by Stephen Hempel of Mer-
ricks Creek. 

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

tonyd
Cross-Out



EVENTS CALENDAR

May 

June 

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers 
Com-bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose.  

Contributions to Tony Duboudin: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Our thanks to the office of Paul Mercurio, MLA for Hastings, for printing copies of this newsletter. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 Book 
group 

3 Singing 4 Walking 5 Committee 
meeting 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 Golf 12 Bridge 13 General 
meeting 

14 Canasta 

15 16 17 Singing 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 Morning 
coffee 

Mahjong 

26 Happy hour 
and a half 

27 28 

29 30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Committee 
meeting 

2 3 

4 5 Book 
group 

6 Singing 7 Walking 8 Bridge 9 General 
meeting 

10 

11 12 13 14 Golf 15 Finance 
Group 

16 17 

18 19 20 Singing 21 22 Happy 
hour and a 
half 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 Morning 
coffee 

Bellarine-
break 

29 Bellarine 
break 

30 Bellarine 
break 

31 




