
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Vice President Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

Past President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Secretary Veronica Paskins 0431 776 421 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Anne Hassett 0438 836 546 

Welfare Ros Teh 0407 893 105 

Newsletter  Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

June 2025 
 

Next meeting: Friday 11 July, 2025  
at 10am 

SPEAKERS: Clare and Peter Witnish              

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 
Newsletter Tony Duboudin   
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 
Website: Jill Duboudin 
Email: jilldoobs@bigpond.com 
Secretary: Veronica Paskin 
Email: veronica.sec.scpc@gmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 
Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86,      
Somers, 3927.  
                                          

Dear All, 
It was cold out but the sun 
shone and there was 
warmth in the chatter 
when we came together for 
our June meeting.  
It was exciting to have six 
visitors with us. We hope 
they all felt welcome and 
will join us again.  
In general business I 
showed the Chain of office 

for our club and read the names of all past presi-
dents. Eleven of the 19 past presidents were at the 
meeting and we were able to acknowledge their con-
tribution with a round of applause. Despite being 20 
years old the club has had 19 presidents because Pe-
ter Witnish reprised his role after covid lockdown. 
I’ll continue to present snippets from the history of 
the club during this year because we have a number 
of new members and it may be helpful to them to un-
derstand what has gone before, to appreciate those 
members who have contributed a lot to the running of 
the club and to understand the variety of roles they 
may choose from if they want to contribute.  
Most of us really enjoyed the gentle humour and mag-

ic tricks of Don Jones. He 
clearly spoke to the genera-
tion(s) in the room. 
It is now winter and a number 
of our activities will go into 
recess. Grahame and I are 
also going into recess as we 
will spend July and August in 
Queensland with others who 
head for Somers North.   
My thanks to Judy Alsop who 
has agreed to stand in for me 
with the backup of a couple 
of Peters (Witnish and 
Thompson). I’ll be back for 
the September meeting. 
Thanks to Chris for another 
good choice for our lunch ven-
ue. The atmosphere and the 
food at Deoro  by the Bay were both good and the 
cost exceptionally reasonable. 
Stay safe and continue to enjoy your favourite Probus 
activities. 
See you in September, 
       Georgie 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

RELIABLE TRADIES LISTED 
There is nothing like a recommendation when it comes to hiring a 
tradie for a task around the house.  
Thanks to a suggestion by Denise Copeland the club is in the process 
of compiling a list of tradies who have done work for members and 
who members recommend as reliable. 
A form for members to fill out listing details of a tradie who has 
done satisfactory work will be sent out to all members or you can ob-
tain a form from Denise Copeland who has kindly agreed to run the 
scheme. 
The committee believes that a list of recommended tradies will be a 
valuable resource for all members to access. 
Denise Copeland 0414 543 742 or copelaj@bigpond.com 

The President’s 
chain of office with 
the  names of the 
20 Presidents. 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined


The magic of laughter was the aim 
of our Friday’s speaker Don Jones.   
He illustrated this by frequent 
jokes and some magic . 
He  explained his love of comedy 
came from witnessing the variety 
of acts that came to perform at his 
Grandfather’s club in Birmingham 
as a young boy and later at Butlins 
Holiday camps in the 1950s and 
1960s . 
Don and his family came to Austral-
ia as a 10 pound pom in 1974. He is 
perhaps one of the last of the mu-
sical hall performers .On his busi-
ness card he describes himself as 
Comedy Magician. 
Don was involved in John Hancock’s 
Old Time music hall , a theatre res-
taurant show in Mount Eliza. There 
were six in the cast including the  
piano player, a typical old time mu-
sic hall. Don’s role was  to regale 
the audience with comic songs and 
saucy patter. After 10 years with 
the show Don took his comedy on 
the road.  
Amongst other shows he made  
frequent appearances at Terry Gill’s Naughty 
Nineties Theatre Restaurant. Perhaps some of 
our members remember those times !!  
Many of us who were present on Friday were 
pleased that we had a speaker/entertainer who 
made us laugh and for a time helped us forget 

some of the World’s  problems. Thank you Don. 
 
Our speakers next month will be Peter and Clare 
Witnish. They will be talking about a visit to Ra-
ja Ampat, the Spice Islands and West Papua 
which are all part of Indonesia. 

- Sue Mansie 

Sue Rintaul is doing really well . 
Jenny Fergusson is in her new home and is very 
happy. 
Several people have had covid and as we don’t 
want to give up our active lives but we do want 
to help each other, maybe we would be wise to 
stay home if we have any symptoms. 
Steph Swartz has been in hospital with fluid on 
the lungs but will be home and fighting fit by 
the time you read this news letter. Barbara may 
need help with shopping. 

Stephen Brown’s recovery is slower than he 
would like but he is down to one crutch and in 
his own words can’t wait to be crutchless. 

Pat Pringle’s trip overseas has been a little 
fraught and she has had to return home early. 

I expect Pat will need some help and a few warm 
hugs.  
 

- Ros Teh 0407 893 105 
 

 SPEAKER NOTES 

WELFARE REPORT  

There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good humour. 

  - Charles Dickens 

Speaker Finder Sue Mansie presents a ‘thank you’ bottle of 
wine to comedian on Jones at te end of his routine. 



ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute.  

Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist with the placement of chairs. 
CHAIRS: Hans Egger and Peter Thompson  TEA: Gabriele Egger and Marg Harwood  

Where did you grow up?  

I grew up in Melbourne, the oldest 
of five, and attended St Columba’s 
Girls school in Essendon before 
studying medicine at Melbourne 
University. No-one in my family had 
been to university before me and it 
was definitely a culture shock. 

What did you do in your earlier 
life workwise? 

 After being in general practice I 
realised I needed to know some-
thing about most aspects of medicine and sur-
gery which was too daunting for me, even back 
when medicine was less complex. I specialised in 
geriatric medicine then changed to psychiatry to 
be an old age psychiatrist, which was an emerg-
ing subspecialty. I worked in public and academic 
psychiatry before joining Cisco in his private 
psychiatric practice in East Melbourne. 

Where did you live before moving to the Pen-
insula?  

I have always loved the inner suburbs of Mel-
bourne, living in Abbotsford, North Carlton and 
Northcote. We still get our ‘inner city fix’ by 
staying occasionally in Northcote. 

Why did you choose to move here?  

Cisco bought the house in Somers in the early 
1990s and I loved the quiet village vibe as I’d 
only known the other side of the peninsula, my 
family having a house in Rye since the 60s. We 
love the feeling of ‘returning home’ to our re-
laxed retirement lifestyle when we turn into 
Hendon Avenue after being away for a period of 
time. 

How long have you lived in the area?  

Even when working we were regular weekenders 
as we had triplet grandchildren (born in 2009) 
living in Somers. We would swap houses so the 
parents could have some respite to preserve 
their sanity.  

Anything you miss by moving 
here?   

We miss our city friends and family 
but the trip is so easy and it’s fun 
to have them stay over, which did-
n’t happen when we lived in the 
city.  

What advice would you give any-
one contemplating a similar move?  

Bite the bullet and make the con-
tact. Friendliness, interesting peo-
ple and a range of engaging activi-

ties will do the rest to draw you in. 

How long have you been involved with Probus?  

Cisco and I joined Probus 12 months ago and re-
gret not doing so earlier. We retired in 2019 but 
lived in Canberra for a year and then came Covid 
and family issues kept us travelling away from 
Somers. 

What motivated you to join Probus?  

We wanted a greater sense of community as 
children and grandchildren no longer needed us 
as much.  

What do you enjoy about Probus?  

Making new friends and, hopefully, being able to 
contribute to the future of the club. 

What if anything would you like to see 
changed about Probus?  

Somers Combined Probus has proved  successful 
in attracting members, but there now seems a 
concentration of many responsibilities being un-
dertaken by fewer people. This is understanda-
ble given the ageing of the membership and not 
so many new faces since Covid. However, we are 
getting inquiries from potential new members 
and, as the new membership person, I’ll do my 
best to have them come and meet us.  

I’d like to pay tribute to Pat Pringle who has 
been in the membership position for several 
years and has done such a great job. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — ANNE HASSETT 



ACTIVITIES 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 7 JULY 

BRIDGE - THURSDAY 10 JULY 

CANASTA – IN RECESS FOR WINTER

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7 August at  5pm at the Somers Tennis Club followed 
by a meal at The Westernport Hotel. Names will be taken at the July meeting. 
John Copeland is leading  the Share Competition with Tim Rintoul not far behind.  

 Contact Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com 

The next Bridge session will be Thursday 10 July at Caroline Vaillant’s home  1A Park-
lands, Somers starting at 4pm.  Please let Caroline know if you would like to join the 
group.  

- Caroline Vaillant 0407 310 646

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 

Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742 

The next meeting is on Monday 7 July, 12pm at Somers tennis club. BYO lunch. 
The book for discussion: The Glass House by Anne Buist and Graeme Simsion.  
Welcome to The Menzies. Trainee psychiatrist Doctor Hannah Wright, a country girl 
with a chaotic history, thought she had seen it all in the emergency room. But that 
was nothing compared to the psychiatric ward at Menzies Hospital.  

- Leonie Holmgren

Canasta/Samba is usually played at a members house on the Saturday night following 
the general meeting.   

    Vern Tansley 5983 5822 

FINANCE – WEDNESDAY 7 AUGUST 

CYCLING—STILL PEDALLING 

GOLF – IN RECESS FOR WINTER 

Golf is usually the second Wednesday of every month, 9.30am hit off at Cerberus 
golf club.  Each month will be a different format.  

Contact Peter if you would like to join. 

Peter Witnish  0432 523 206 



HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 26 JUNE 

LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING - FRIDAY 11 JULY

MAHJONG GROUP  

  Mahjong will not be held this month. 

 Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

MORNING COFFEE - WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 

SINGING GROUP –TUESDAY 1 AND 15 JULY 

 This group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm. 

 Peter Thompson  0447 770 912 

WALKING — WEDNESDAY 2 JULY 

WINE APPRECIATION WEDNESDAY 23 JULY

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. 

    Helen May 0417 553 744 

The next Happy hour and a half will be at Michael and Wendy Wilson’s home 2 Aireys 
Court, Somers, on Thursday 26 June at 5pm. Bring a bottle and a plate of finger food. 

- Wendy Wilson 0407 876 950

The next proposed walk will be on Wednesday 2 July at 10am, it is a 6k beach and 
horse track from and to Tulum Store, Balnarring beach. There was a great suggestion 
to do the Red Hill rail trail, however the trail gets very wet and muddy in July so we 
will do this when the trail is less likely to be wet. Details and any cancellation due to 
weather will be emailed out a few days before 2 July. 

   Stephen Hempel 0418 538 840 

We will be having lunch at The Epicurean, Red Hill after our general meeting. Please 
let Chris Thompson know if you would like to attend. 

Chris Thompson 0421 421 

A visit to T’Gallant Winery, 1385 Mornington - Flinders Rd,  Main Ridge  (about 20 
mins drive from Somers)  on Wednesday 23 July. Booking is for lunch at 12.30 in-
doors.  Wine tasting is optional and in a separate tasting room and costs $10 pp. Tast-
ing can be done either before or after lunch. There are two lunch options -  a la carte 
or a special lunch deal. The special lunch deal is for two people and costs $50 and pro-
vides a pizza (four choices), chips, a green salad plus two glasses of wine. Please let 
Clare Witnish know by SMS if you wish to come but won't be at the July Probus meet-
ing to put your name on the activity sheet. 

- Clare Witnish 0409 860 353



RECENT OUTINGS 

The walking group’s  recent walk was at the Briars.  
An undulating walk through the woodlands with 
sightings of Wallabies and Emus. Eight members did 
the walk and at the end they all had coffee in the 
sunshine at The Briars Angus & Rose Cafe.  

Fun on the Bellarine Peninsula: Top left: Dinner 
on the Q Train. Left: The Wool Museum in Gee-
long. Above: Peter Witnish posing a quiz ques-
tion. Everyone loved the train journey . 



OUTINGS AND TRAVEL

JULY 
Devilbend Farm Beer - Thursday 3 July at 12pm 

Cheers!! Join us for a tour and tasting followed by lunch at  Devilbend Farm 
Beer. Why call it a beer farm? Simple, all the hops and other ingredients for 
the beer are grown at the farm. Tasting paddles from $20. Check the website 
www.devilbend.beer for the lunch menu and prices.  

AUGUST 
Frankston Art Centre -Wednesday 20 August at 10.30am 

I Got Rhythm - The Great Gershwins 
Experience a ‘S Wonderful’ salute to George and Ira Gershwin, whose time-
less melodies and unforgettable lyrics shaped American music. The perfor-
mance only will be $25pp or $22 pp, if we get 10 people, add lunch after the 
show for $34 and if you add a glass of wine it will be an extra $5. If you  
would like to join us contact Jill on 0407 550 147 or jilldoobs@bigpond.com. 

OCTOBER 
Tasmania - 15 to 20 October 

All those who have booked a place on this trip will need to pay the balance of 
their invoice by 15 July. You should receive information to this effect from 
Best4travel.  Georgie will arrange a get together in September so we can 
meet all our travelling companions. You can get in touch with her on 0437 600 
466. 

IT’S FILM TIME 
Tennessee Williams classic A Streetcar Named Desire will be screened 
at Rosebud Cinema from 19 June presented by Britain’s National Thea-
tre Live. 
The play is a production from Young Vic and features Vanessa Kirby 
(The Crown) and Ben Foster (Lone Survivor) as Stella DuBois and Stan-
ley Kowalski. 
It received  some first class reviews such as : Gillian Anderson is 
‘unmissable’ (Evening Standard) in Benedict Andrews’  
gut-wrenching adaptation of Tennessee Williams’ classic drama.  
The running time is approximately 120 minutes. 
Directed by acclaimed director Benedict Andrews this production was 
filmed live during sold-out run at the Young Vic Theatre in 2024. 
We suggest that you check the cinema’s website or call  5981 2555 for 
up to date information on screening times. 



PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 
Members have shown great skills with the images submitted so far for our Photo of the Month fea-

ture. So we have decided that we will award a nice bottle of wine every six months to the photo-
graph an independent  judge considers to be the best image of the past six months. The contest 

starts from this issue. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

June July

 2 Helen May 1   Chris Thompson

 9 Alasdair Macdonald 18  Vernon Tansley

14 Rhonda Macdonald 20  Adrian Ross

19 Stephen Brown 21  Val Aston

22 Senga Gadsden 31  Pat Pingle

23 Jenny Cole

26 Barbara Schwarz

How tweet it is … a pair of wrens snapped at 
Coolart by Georgie Minton. 

What big teeth you’ve got … John Copeland cap-
tured this image in Kakadu. 



EVENTS CALENDAR 

June 

July  

 

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose.  

Contributions to Tony Duboudin: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

 

Our thanks to the office of Paul Mercurio, MLA for Hastings, for printing copies of this newsletter.  
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