
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc. 
Reg. No. A0047467H 

P.O. Box 86, Somers 3927 

President Judy Alsop 0418 313 099 

Vice President     

Past President Peter Thompson 0447770912 

Secretary Roy Higginson 0408 838 057 

Treasurer Nigel George 0407 519 981 

Speakers Sue Mansie 0412 774 659 

Membership Pat Pringle 0418 311 889 

Welfare Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088 

Newsletter + Website Tony Duboudin 0412 551 981 

Travel Georgie Minton 0437 600 466 

Outings Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147 

Lunches/Social Chris Thompson 0421 421 303 

August 2024 
 

Next meeting: Friday 13 September, 2024  
at 10am 

Speakers - Helen and Michael Sedgley 

Original painting  
by Jenny Ferguson 



WEBSITE 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/
somerscombined 

Newsletter and Website:  Tony Duboudin 
Email: tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 

Secretary: Roy Higginson  

Email: royatsomers@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP 
Money for activities is payable to the bank ac-
count below. 

Somers Combined Probus Club Inc.  
BSB  633000  
A/C No. 164191777 
Payments by cheque to be mailed to PO Box 86, 
Somers, 3927.  

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I’m writing my words from Canberra where the temperature here makes Somers 
feel quite tropical! Our numbers were smaller at the last meeting due to so many 
being away in warmer places during winter but we had a very pleasant meeting 
listening to the story of Dolly’s childhood during the war. 
Lunch at Basil Blue in Hastings was pleasantly surprising with tasty food and 
Vanh was very helpful in planning the meal. Quite a good spot to go now that we 
no longer have Hoolies and it would be good to support her. 
My thanks in advance to Helen Kirkby who is hosting the Happy Hour and a Half 
this month. It has been a very successful addition to our calendar so if you have 

not attended before think about giving Helen a ring or contacting Chris Thompson. 
Marg Harwood also has some interesting options for those interested in gardens and has some good 
suggestions for visits during spring. 
The committee continues to come up with interesting ideas for outings. Please feel free to make a 
suggestion. Wishing you all a safe and happy month.         -Judy 

SPEAKER NOTES 

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER
For the September meeting we will welcome Helen and Michael Sedgley who are enthusiastic walk-
ers not only in Australia but in Europe. For example, the Comino of Santiago de Compostela in Spain 
and Robert Louis Stevenson walk Le Puy to Saint-Jean-du-Gard in France just to mention two of 
many they have undertaken. 

- Sue Mansie

Our August speaker, Clif Hardy and his wife
Bar-bara, told us the true tale of ‘Dolly ’a 14-
year-old girl from London. 

During World War 2 her mother having recently 
died, her father had the care of four boys and 
Dolly the only girl.  

Dolly and the younger boys were evacuated to 
the country and were allowed to take only their 
clothes in a pillow case - no books, no toys with 
their names pinned onto their fronts.  

The father told the older boy they all had to 
stay together. This caused trouble at the desti-
nation as the boys were assigned to a pig farm 
and Dolly with another girl to the home of an  
elderly woman. 

The girls attended the local school for a while, 
with Dolly seeing her brothers whenever possi-
ble and doing odd jobs to earn some money with 
the intention of returning to London. Meanwhile, 
their London home was bombed killing their  
father.  

Using all her savings 
Dolly caught the 
train to London, 
searching for her 
aunt to no avail. 
Now Dolly is home-
less and at nights 
sleeping in a London 
Underground sta-
tion along with many 
others.  

From here, showing 
her resilience, she 
manages to find  
employment mainly as a maid in several different 
homes, until the return of her brothers from 
the War.   

The happy ending is Dolly marrying Don, a friend 
of her brother.  

The family eventually moved to Australia. Dolly 
is now the ripe old age of 93. 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/somerscombined
mailto:royatsomers@gmail.com


WELFARE REPORT 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU — PETER THOMPSON 

Where did you grow up? I grew up in Moonee 
Ponds, the second oldest of five siblings with 
three brothers and a sister. We later moved to 
Aspendale by the beach. 

What did you do in your earlier life workwise? 
I started work as an electrical mechanic for the 
Commonwealth Department of Works in Mel-
bourne. I went on to do fur-
ther studies and gained a 
Diploma of Technical Teach-
ing. I ‘Won the Lottery ‘ of 
National Service and served 
in the Army from 1969-1971 
posted to Darwin. I played 
League Football in Darwin. I 
travelled in Europe after 
that. I ran my own electrical 
business for  seven years. 
Later I became Head of the 
Electrical Department at 
Chisholm Institute of TAFE. 

Where did you live before  
moving to the Peninsula? 
Chris and I lived in Frank-
ston South with our two sons 
before moving to Shoreham 
and building our dream house 
a Storybook Cottage which 
we lived in for 10 years. 

Why did you choose to 
move here? We chose to 
move to Somers two and a 
half years ago because our main friendship group 
was in Somers. 

How long have you lived in the area? 10 years 
in Shoreham and two and a half years in Somers. 

Anything you miss by moving here?  We do 
miss the Shoreham house and garden but people 
and friendships are much more important than 

any material possessions, so we are very happy 
here in Somers. 

What advice would you give anyone contem-
plating a similar move? I would suggest that 
anyone contemplating a move from suburbia to a 
place like Somers should spend time researching 
the availability of clubs and activity groups and 

mingle with the locals. 

How long have you been in-
volved with Probus? Chris 
and I have been involved 
with Probus for seven years 
after being asked to join by 
Sue and Peter Darcy. 

What motivated you to join 
Probus? Previous to joining 
Probus I always thought that 
life was fulfilling enough and 
didn’t have need for more.  

What do you enjoy about 
Probus? Since joining Probus 
I have found that the more 
involved I became the more 
rewarding it was to be part 
of a process that provides 
friendship and fun. 

What if anything would you 
like to see changed about 
Probus? It is very clear that 
if Somers Combined  Probus 
is not only to survive in fu-

ture but to prosper then we need younger mem-
bers to join. Appropriate activities for younger 
members are vital. We all need to be thinking of 
who we can ask to join. 

* Getting to Know You will be a regular feature.
It may be your turn next.

Rob Brewer is happy at Arcare Balnarring 
where he is recovering from a fall at home. His 
mobility is improving and he is enjoying being 
with Meredith. 

June Cowen is making steady progress following 
her successful knee replacement at Beleura in 
Mornington. She continues going there twice a 
week for rehabilitation. 

Leonie Holmgren had surgery on her hand fol-
lowing a fall when she tore the lateral ligaments 

of her thumb. She is making steady progress 
and having hand therapy. 

A reminder to all members to have your flu and 
shingles immunisations   

Please contact me if you learn that a member is 
unwell or if you need driving to a medical ap-
pointment. Our friendly team of Motor Mates 
will assist. 

- Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088



ACTIVITIES 

BOOK GROUP - MONDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 

BRIDGE - THURSDAY  5 SEPTEMBER 

CANASTA – SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

   Canasta/Samba is usually played on the Saturday night following the general meeting.  
   Call Vern Tansley 5983 5822 if you are interested in joining. 

CYCLING — STILL PEDALLING 

FAMILY HISTORY — WEDNESDAY 21 AUGUST 

FINANCE - THURSDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

The next meeting is on Monday 2 September, 12pm at the Somers Tennis Clubhouse. BYO lunch. 
The books for discussion will be - 

“Limberlost” by Robbie Arnott. Published 2023. 
In the heat of a long summer Ned hunts rabbits in a river valley, hoping the pelts will earn him 
enough to buy a small boat. His two brothers are away at war. His father and older sister strug-
gle to hold things together on the family orchard, Limberlost. Desperate to ignore it all Ned 
dreams of open water. His choices that summer shape the course of his life, the family’s fate and 
the future of the valley. Limberlost is a tale of life and land: of carnage and kindness, blood ties 
and love. It won the Voss Literary Prize 2023 and The Age Fiction Book of the year 2023. 

“Home Fire” by Kamila Shamsie. Published 2017. 
 Isma is free. After years of watching out for her younger siblings after their mother’s death,     
 she’s accepted an invitation that allows her to resume a dream long deferred. But she can’t stop  
 worrying about Aneeka, her headstrong sister back in London, or their brother, Parvaiz, who has  
 disappeared in pursuit of his dream, to prove himself to the legacy of the jihadist father he     
 never knew. When he resurfaces, Isma’s worst fears are confirmed. Home Fire  won the Woman’s   
 Prize for Fiction, 2018, was long listed for the Man Booker Prize 2017 and shortlisted for the  
 Costa best Novel Award 2018. 

- Leonie Holmgren

Our Thursday 15 August meeting has been cancelled. The next one will be Thursday 14 
November at Somers Tennis Club followed by a BBQ.The leader in the Share Game is 
Robyne Campbell followed closely by Peter Cole and Denise Copeland with the winner to 
be announced at the November meeting.  

- Daryl Cowen on 0439 100 546 or daryl.cowen@bigpond.com

The next Bridge meeting will be held on Thursday 5 September at Robyne Campbell’s, 
14 Victoria Ave, Somers starting at 4pm. 
Contact Robyne on 5983 1859 if you would like to play.  

All comers welcome to the daily ride to Tulum Store for coffee. There are two meet- 
ing points 1. 9.15 am at Sandy Point and South Beach roundabout. 2. 9.30 am at Lord 
Somers Rd and Sandy Point Rd intersection. Remember to wear “High Vis”  clothing . 
Contact Dennis Paskins on verdenp40@gmail.com or John Copeland on 0414 543 742 
to be put on advice line.  

The next meeting will be at Sue Rintoul’s home 3 The Promenade, Somers, on Wednes-
day 21 August at 3pm.Topic for discussion will be the ships our ancestors sailed on to 
Australia and will include lighthouses and shipwrecks.  

- Sue Rintoul 0400 934 088



GARDENING - WEDNESDAY 21 AUGUST 
The George Pentland Botanic Gardens in Frankston will be our next outing on 
Wednesday 21 August at 10am followed by coffee or lunch at Mr Frankie Café.

- Marg Harwood 0408 263 237

GOLF DAY - SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 

 Planning is under way for the Annual Golf Day on 10 November at Cerberus with a  
 10am  start.  

- Adrian Ross

HAPPY HOUR AND A HALF - THURSDAY 22 AUGUST

This month it will be at Helen Kirkby’s, 93 Lord Somers Road, Somers. Starting time 
is 5pm finishing at 6.30pm. Guests bring a plate of food and drinks and enjoy a 
convivial cocktail party atmosphere.  

LUNCH AND A MOVIE 
Lunch and a movie is in recess for winter. We aim to resume normal service in September. 

- Georgie Minton 0437 600 466

LUNCHES AFTER MEETINGS -  FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 

MORNING COFFEE – WEDNESDAY 28 AUGUST 

Come and enjoy a casual catchup at the Somers General on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. The next one will be Wednesday 28 August,  

- Helen May 0417 553 744

SINGING GROUP — TUESDAY 20 AUGUST AND 3 SEPTEMBER  

The group meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Somers Yacht club at 4.00 pm. 

Contact Peter Thompson on 0447 770 912 if you would like to come along. There is 
plenty of room for all.  

WINE APPRECIATION 
  Nothing planned at this stage but we are working on a couple of ideas so watch this  
  space for developments. 

- Stephen Brown 0407 334 018

It’s that time of the year again ... footy finals. So to get in the mood the after-
meeting lunch will be a  pie, salad and a glass of wine all for $15 pp. Pie choices are: 
Chicken, beef and vegetable pastie. 
If you want to join us please contact Chris Thompson 0421 421 303  



TRAVEL and OUTINGS 

TRIP TO CANBERRA - WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER 2024 
The Canberra trip is on song with everyone paid up and set to go. There will be a briefing in Septem-
ber at Georgie Minton’s home for those going to meet other participants.  

- Georgie Minton 0437 600 466

FUTURE OUTINGS 
Tuesday 10 September

A visit to Flinders Chocolatier is our outing for September for a Taste and Create 
workshop at 1.30pm preceded by lunch (at own expense) 12pm at The Village Cafe, 
Flinders. The workshop is $24 pp to be paid to me either on the day or whenever
you see me. 

- Jill Duboudin 0407 550 147

November - Plans are being made for a trip from Sorrento to Queenscliff on the ferry with
lunch at "Tarra", the restaurant at the ferry terminal. There will be an optional stroll to the 
Maritime museum after lunch.  

PICTURES OF THE MONTH 

Sue Pritchard took this photograph  (left) on a walk to the 
beach at Coolart in 2022 with her daughter who hates 
snakes and freaked out when Sue  went back to take the 
photo. The snake was too intent on its frog breakfast to no-
tice her. Sue said she was so glad she recorded a fairly 
unique moment on the track. 

*Each month we ask a member to submit a photograph
for the Pictures of the Month.  Email your image to:
tonyduboudn@bigpond.com Preferred format is JPG.

Now you know where the treasurer disappears to … 

India. Karen and Nigel George enjoy the beauty of the 
Taj Mahal on a recent visit. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

August September 

9  Barry Gordon 7 Ron Kempster 

16  Jennie Ferguson 14 Gill Schwarz 

18  Jean Grant 15 Helen Galvin 

28  Jeremy Grant 24 John Crough 

ROSTERS 
If you are unable to undertake your rostered duty you must arrange a substitute. 

Please arrive at 9.15 am to assist in the placement of chairs. 

CHAIRS: Barry Gordon, Alan Rae  TEA; Robyne Campbell, Jadzia Rae 

National Theatre Live 
National Theatre Live at Rosebud 
cinema is showing Present Laughter 
by Noel Coward staring  Andrew 
Scott. The showing is on several 
dates 9, 10, 11 to 13 August and 17, 
18 and 20 August.  

All  screenings start at 1pm. The 
performance was filmed at The Old 

Vic in London.  

What’s on at Coolart        
Comedy @ Coolart live in the Observatory. 
Friends of Coolart bring to you a laughter 
packed afternoon featuring the hottest rising 
start on the comedy scene … Jeremy Dooley!  
Sunday 18 August. Doors open 2pm, show starts 
2:30pm. Cost: Tickets $35 each. 

Westernport Writes. Friday 6 September until 
Sunday 8 September. Cost: Varies by event. 

Jeff Lang – live in the Observatory. Sunday 22 
September 2:30pm – 4:30pm. Cost: $40 per per-
son. Melbourne guitar wizard and superlative 
songsmith Jeff Lang has enjoyed an extraordi-
nary career spanning more than 32 albums and 
gaining three ARIA’s along the way.  

Lang is a guitarist, songwriter, vocalist and music 
producer, who plays various types of  guitar, both 
slide and standard, as well as banjo, mandolin, 
cümbüş and drums. 

Coolart Community Annual Picnic. Sunday 3 No-
vember. Midday. Cost: Free.  

Our annual picnic is on again, Sunday before Mel-
bourne Cup – a free family friendly day with ac-
tivities for children including Becky Bubble, 
Stardust Faeries and our gnome hunt plus live 
music with Stetson Family, food vans and more.  



Events calendar 

August 

September

This newsletter and the information within, is solely for the information and interest of the Somers Com-
bined Probus and adjoining clubs and is not available to outside bodies for any other purpose. Contributions 
to Tony Duboudin tonyduboudin@bigpond.com 
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Comm meeting 
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olaterie 
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11 12 13 Gen-
eral 
meeting 

14 Canasta 

15 16 17 Sing-
ing 

18 19 20 21 

22 22 24 25 Morning 
coffee 

26 Happy 
Hour and a 
half 

27 28 

29 30 30 
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